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Abstract

A Sociocultural History of Newspaper
Audience in the Era of Park Chung-Hee
Regime

Baek Chae
Professor, Department of Communication, Pusan National University

This paper investigates the sociocultural history of newspaper audience
in the era of Park Chung-Hee Regime. Because the mass media of that time
was tightly controlled by the political power and devoted to only the
commercial growth, the complaint and criticism of newspaper audience
were remarkably increased. The main complaint of the audience was that
the shortage of political information and the vacuum of critique to the
political power. In addition audience had strong discontent to the
homogeneity of newspaper contents which was an outcome of the cartel
between major newspaper corporations. The reactions of audience
contains the stop of subscription, impeachment in the demonstration by
university students and the burning to death of the media in the public
space. Meanwhile the audience had created the new type of reading
between the lines. The severe press control and propaganda of Park
chung-Hee Regime resulted in the overflow of rumors, deepening of
overreaction for communism and new communication pattern in the

compartmented rooms.

KEYWORDS media history e newspaper e audience e

sociocultural history e Park e Chung-Hee Regime
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