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Modem Joseon’s Accommodation of Western
Musie, Seen from Activity of Japanese Secondary
School Music Teachers

KId, Jis soen®

This study, building on the general belief that westen music was
aecommodated through changga (song based on westen music) and music
education in the modem Joseon, aims to reveal activity of Japanese teachers in
schoels who scught to develep and impreve changga and music education, and
to show how western music was ingoduced to Jascon through their activily,

Six cumiculum revisions has dome between 1906 in which Joseon started
modem education and 1945, At beginning, musi¢ cducation made much account
of Changes education, later on how 1o use musical instrumcnts, and music theory
were intrgduced. Especially with Korea-Japan Annexation in 1910 as a start, this
process was accelerated. Changga oducation in Japanese style was directory
introduced to music education in Joseon, Changga which iz symbol of Japanese
shyle western music played important role to generalize Japanese style western
music in Joscon,

However, since there was no local educational institution to develop music
school teachers, most of the government and public school teachers wore Japancse
at the time. Japenese teachers reccived pood treatment as foreign part-lime
teachers, with the status of an official, they could work in favorable conditions
with 2 normal salary and other benefits including bonuses,
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Of Japanese music teachers who worked In the country, this study particularly
examined teachers in schools who cxerted the largest influence on the
popularization of music. Gyeongseong Edusation School published “Study on
Joseon®s Education{3BE OFFHEY" and “Elementary Changga( 14138, helping
to advance music cducation through the development of practical puidelines and
new teaching methods reflecting the educational situation at the time, Mercover,
“Mew Wusic Essentials{PilEF5iTa%)" was published by teachers in schools
engaged in mmsie education, and aimed to provide music books appropriate to
Joscon's sitations, based on sccognition of the importance of fostering
elementary schoul teachers,

These activities of Japanese music teachers who were fully aware of the
problems of changga nwsic education then focused on practical solutions for the
preblems appropriate to the country™s siteation, This example was not brought to
much attestion in the sindy of Joscon™s adaptation of westem music in modeen
Toseon. However, the Tapamese pusic teachers played an important role as &
comduit of western music and arguably had great ifluence on Joscon's music
cdueation,

Through this, the sudy identified activiy of Japancse teachers with a
contributery role [n line with the education policics of the Govermment General,
which lead o viewing the process of people’s pwsic leaming from wider
perspitives. In the aspect of the country’s accommodation of westerm music via
Japan, educaticnal activity of Japanese teachers could be seen as a certain phase
of Joseon’s accommodation of western tmusic under the exceptional situation of
a colony, and thus, as one of e musie cultues formed with combination of
ideology at the time. In conclusion, changga and music education, symbolic of
Japanized muosic cultures, were the demanded mmsic culowe the time, and
Japanese teachers carried owt thelr mmsic activige faithfully, contmbuting to

Joseon's establishment of western musie culture,
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