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Kugak Orchesira in the 20th Century
: Traces of Chaos*

HWANG, Jun Yon**

The university education in Korean music that began in 1959 set a new
paradigm of Korean music, serving a8 a platform for a new gene of coniposed
music for the standardized Kugak orchestra, This penre is one of the corollaries
of wniversity curriculs, that were inevitably influenced by a Westem-griented
music education systent in which Korean music had been incorporated into. From
the outset, wniversity education in Korean music was characterized by hoth the
upside of mising the profile of new Korean mmsic and the downside of a less
than clearly delined direction.

While Kugek orchestras that competitively sprang up throughout the conntry
served to0 accommodate university graduyatcs and developed their ¢wn skills by
employing highly qualified performers, a number of problems were caused by an
under-prepared Korean music commumity itsell that suffered a shortage of
composers, conductors, and weltl-trained critics.

The ¢orducior, above all, has to be equipped with therough knowledge of the
performing techniques of individual instnoments that make up the orchestra, as
well a5 with knowledge of all genres of Korean music ranging from the
traditional to the contemporary, and preferably, has to be well-versed in Wester

" Kugmk liewlly means “Korcan tmelitonal masc” bt o this soneest, the Kok occheste, nefers
o o stigdsediaad oechestre that came inls Leing in The xh confuny, specialidng in ooposed
musie for Kesean instroments,
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classical muasic so that he/she may maintain lofty musical ideals. All in all, he
fshe needs to have a well deweloped ear for nwmsic, living up to the high
standards roquired of his/ her mole.

The latter half of the 20th century witnessed unclear prochvitics of composil-
ions for Kugak orchestra, which made no substantive progress, failing to pursue
a clearly defined ohjective. Apart from the lack of composers and critics,
bowever, the “vanity falr” of conductors, as i were, was at the core of such
chaos. Now that we are in the 2lst century, it is high fime that we overcame
such chaos as we are in dire need of musicians capable of creating Korean music
of our age, and fhus, we need to create the right environment that will produce
them.
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