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Changjak Gugeak: Tradition and Transformation

Kim, Jin Ah*

As the vndenone and polysemy of the wiord, ¢langih Gugak, or composad
contemporary Korean music, indicmes, the word has inevitably beon confused
and undergone conflics between the dispamte paniligms of “the old” and “the
new" in Korca as well as between “Western™ and “Korcan ™ The cause of these
phencmena may be atrbuted to the contradictory stucture of Korean society
sinee the modern era, To put it differently, Chamgad Crugsk i a preduer of
tuse societal contradictions, It @5 in e interests of Korezns themsches w
overcame such corflicts nowr that they huwve noticed them, which will eventually
lead to the overcoming of the conpradictions underdying the Kopsan music
community and by extension the entire Korezn socicty, Then maybe Changlak
Gugak can be considered inoa fresh conrext,

What econcerns Korcans at the present is from what perspective they il
unglerstand  CHhamgek Gugmk There may be two points of vicw in enns of
methodology:

First, we are living in times in which cvhural boundsries are blurred,
Dichotomics between “the West™ and "Korea” and between “the old™ and “the
new’ are no longer relevant, but instead, Koreans requirc a new musical and
eultural concepr tha embrmaces culivral merging and mivures that tmanseene) de
confines of time and space,

Second, Keorsans need 100 vicw e history of Changik Gugek from the
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pemspective of “ereative tansformation” rather than “following tmditions,” In this
context transformation” means neither progress nor regression. Mor does i
mean replacing the old with the new, Bather, transformation means the creation
of new elements by blending existing ones with new ones, Tradition does live
on in such transformation,

The two perspectives, If taken effidenty, will render meaningless the tenn
“ Changik Gugak” As the old dichotomies collapse, so wo will the ambiguity
and polysery inherent " Charngiak Gugak” be cdeconsuucted,

Translated by Jong-chan Lee
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