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Sang-kyu Kim, born in 1968 and living in Seoul
Korea. He has graduated from Seoul National Uni-
versity in Industrial Design major. He has designed
several chairs and household utensils as in-house
designer Fursys inc. and freelancer for other com-
panies as well.

As a curator of Hangaram Design Museum, Sang-
kyu has planned and installed several exhibitions
including ‘No design No style, Droog Design’(2003),
Design Culture in Korea 1910-1960(2004)’, and ‘The
New Vision from Laszlo Moholy-Nagy'(2005) at the
Museum. And he was invited to Gwang-ju Design
Biennale(2005) as guest curator.

He also participated as curator and author of
“& Fork” of Phaidon Press in February 2007, and
planned Special Exhibition ‘reset : Korean new
wave design” as guest of honor of ARCO in 2007.

He is currently Director of Community Design Lab
and also teaches as a professor of Department of
Industrial Design, Sungshin Women's University in
Korea.
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1 Urban Mobility

A hectic urban life requires people to constantly
be on the move. Vehicles of all sizes swallow and
spit out humans day and night. On weekends,

the modern industrial products would move
people further away. However, this fast moving
urban environment greatly differs from the urban
environment of a century ago, for example, the
arcade in Paris. Now, crowds of urban pedestrians
bustle about carrying technological devices. This
enormous change has been possible due to the
advancements of traffic and communication sys-
tems, and the modern city has further strengthened
the whole system for better and faster mobility.
Therefore, it can be said that the image of the city
is reinforced by people’s patterns of life rather than
static skylines.

Puma’s recent Urban Mobility collection presents
an interesting case in which urban mobility is
taken advantage of in sports accessories. Based on
the premise, “Life in the modern world is excit-
ing-but it isn't always easy,” the collection stresses
the peace and simplicity of urban life. Under the
motto of “Out of Office” and “Out of Town,” the
wortld’s famous sports brand suggests a new lifestyle
in which people move from city to city. However,
recent urban mobility is fundamentally different

Sang-Kyu Kim

The Origins of

a Mobile System -
We Can Never
Stop Moving

from ancient nomadic life in which people had to
move in order to survive. The opposite occurs as
cities form when people start to settle down. Even
though many urban people dream of a life away
from the city, they still live in the city.

2 The Social System for Movement
Before industrialization, mobility didnt change
very rapidly. For example, it was not easy to
expand roads for travelers due to territory rights
and the high cost. In actuality, making roads was
only possible for military purposes. The Roman
Empire, for example, made new roads around the
world for better mobility of its army. With the
emergence of the railway transportation system
in the 19th century, mobility confronted another
significant change. It changed people’s concept of
time and space because high-speed long-distance
travel became possible. However, people were ac-
customed to the rhythm of the horse and needed
time to get used to the rapid linear movement of
trains. Motion sickness or feelings of rejection be-
cause of the autonomous movement of a machine
were observed for a while. Trains and Travel in
the 19th Century by Wolfgang Schivelbusch and
Charming Galloping, Traversing in Modern Times
by Cheon-Hong Park properly pointed out these
problems. Then, the automobile emerged. While
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an interesting case in which urban mobility is taken
advantage of in sports accessories.
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trains were a public means of transportation, cars
were private property. In other words, drivers were
able to decide on their own direction and speed. In
addition, with the advancement of the aircraft, a
new even faster means of transportation expanded
the individual’s sphere of activity.

However, we need to keep an eye on the operation
system rather than the means of transportation
itself. This system refers to the social infrastructure
that has accelerated the growth and expansion of
the modern city. As a lot of people and products
move and electricity and communication services
are distributed through the railway system, an
intercity network forms. In addition, the constant
development of new roads expands both residential
areas and the sphere of urban life.

At the first International Architecture Biennale
Rotterdam 2003, urban mobility was mentioned
under the theme of “Mobility: A Room with

a View.” In the newly published book on this
subject, the means of transportation and trans-
portation systems from around the world are
described. Characteristics of urban mobility, the
background in development of the road networks,
roads (mostly highways), and the landscape have all
drawn people’s attention. In particular, landscape
refers to the aesthetic experience of traveling in a
car or other means of high-speed transportation.

The image of “the road” is the result of hard work
as much as it is the result of the automobile. While
the shape of a car represents its speed and the
driver’s social status, roads are designs by nations.
During World War II, the Nazis tried to develop
motorways that took into account the beautiful
view as well as the practical aspects.

For current long-distance travel and commuting
patterns from the suburbs to downtown, there is
something more than technological development
and political reason. In other words, residential
areas had already started to move even before cars
were available and roads were developed.

Sang-Kyu Kim

3 Decentralization or Fragmentation
Robert Fishman studied a change in the 200 year-
old 7suburb.” In Bourgeois Utopias, he describes
suburbs as ‘bourgeois utopias’ and uses a new term,
“technoburb” for the new style of suburb.

Factories and residential areas have relocated from
crowded downtown areas to clean and laidback
suburbs. The real estate development project was
one of the reasons for this change. Consequently,
the residential areas of capital and labor have been
spontaneously separated depending on the means
of transportation and economic power.

However, it’s true that the advancements of
transportation and communication have played
important roles in decentralizing urbanites and
forming suburban areas around big cities. As a
result, independent cities have emerged. In other
words, the small towns around a metropolis were
originally developed to provide cheap housing to
the city commuters as satellite towns. As time went
by, however, they formed their own commercial
zones and administrative systems. Called the “New
Town” development project, the suburb has gradu-
ally increased its role and value while big cities have
lost their power of growth and expansion.

4 Move to Stay Alive

As residential areas have greatly changed, it is im-
portant to consider how the isolated people from
the new development projects live. Due to skyrock-
eting housing prices, people had to move various
times in order to survive. This pattern can also be
observed in downtown areas. At busy hours, a long
line of street carts are found along the downtown
streets. In the morning, however, they are all
hidden in dark back alleys. The moving street carts
are the new ‘nomads’ of the modern age. However,
they are just one type of unstable business. As hun-
dreds of street carts were forced to disappear during
the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games, they are always
ready to flee. However, the street cart is still found
on every cornet. In other words, they have found
their own ways to survive.
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Sang-Kyu Kim

Homeless Vehicles, Krzysztof Wodiczko

In addition, there is ‘unauthorized’ housing similar
to the nomadic street cart as a business without a
permit. In a suburban area in which the produc-
tion activities are based on land, the gap between
the wealthy and the poor is mostly solved within
the community. In a city, however, people have to
compete with each other for settlements. There-
fore, stable housing is impossible for low income
urban citizens. Due to high rent and the national
development policy, they have been driven away
from the city. Even the homeless have to move
constantly in order to survive.

The Homeless Vehicles by Krzysztof Wodiczko
presents a special case related with the homeless
problem. Are the homeless really qualified for the
benefits of the latest designs and innovations in art?
They are qualified but not the main customers.

During the cold winter of 1987, New York City
could not ignore its 70,000 homeless citizens. Even
though the city offered free lodging facilities many
chose to live on the street. While wondering what
could be done to help these homeless who were
exposed to a lot of danger while the current public
welfare system was not being operated properly, a
new project began. The city suggested a street cart,
taking in the poor people.

Wodiczko mentions three conditions for the suc-
cess of the project. First, the street cart needs to
be highly mobile to maneuver to any part of the
street. Second, it needs to be safe enough to go up
and down steep hills with a decent brake system,
rear view mirror, and emergency lamp in addition
to a proper locking system to prevent theft. Lastly,
the street carriage had to be flexible to meet the
customers’ various needs and demands.
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In addition, there is
‘unauthorized’ housing
similar to the nomadic
street cart as a busi-
ness without a permit.
In a suburban area in
which the production
activities are based on
land, the gap between
the wealthy and the
poor is mostly solved
within the community.

Sang-Kyu Kim

‘The previous information was obtained from
interviews with the homeless. Wodiczko said that
the project represented the harmony between the
homeless’ request for survival and the designer’s
skill. Artist Yeong-Hwan Bae made and distributed
“Homeless Notes” which includes useful informa-
tion for poor people to survive on the street.

The project is very significant in that it has taken
care of a loophole in the public welfare system.
While we dispute over social problems, the home-
less are still roaming, exposed to a great deal of risk.

5 Desire for Another Order and Speed
With rapid advancements being made in transpor-
tation and the related systems, we have been able
to move a greater distance at a higher speed than
ever before. This development explains the change
in urban lifestyles. Then, what actually accelerates

mobility?

After industrialization, the urban structure greatly
changed. A lot of systems have been developed to
solve the problem of overpopulation. In Korea, the
city restructuring process has been promoted since
1970. However, we are different from other coun-
tries in terms of a large development of apartment
complexes. In Korea, the new town development
has become another development of new apart-
ment complexes.

Apartment House by Valerie Gelezeau describes
special characteristics of apartments from a third
party perspective. Her contention is often quoted
when the apartment in Korea is discussed. By
interviewing a great number of people, she found
that people’s deep attachments to a large apartment
complex are based on misconceptions such as the
groundless desire for a new complex, government-
led housing policy, urban development in Seoul,
and a symbol of wealth. Because of some illegal
apartment transactions, the apartment itself has
become the main entity that changes topography,
road systems, and commercial zones.

Different from traditional communities, a new
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A structural design has
played an important
role in this new trend.
Meeting with people’s
desire for “novelty,”
designers have tried

to create a new future.
Therefore, they have
Introduced much faster
and more attractive
designs even though
their validity markedly
reduced.

Sang-Kyu Kim

order has been formed. Depending on economic
interest relations, space has been reorganized. In
other words, aesthetics of instability (aesthetics of
temporary housing) have been formed.

High-speed trains (KTX) and mobile phones have
become a symbol of instant mobility. Now, people
are familiar with these services. As things become
more unstable and faster, location becomes less im-
portant (the value of a certain location increases).
The space between destinations is ignored due to
sound-proof walls and high speed transportation.
Therefore, time distance has become more impor-
tant than geographic distance.

The “Walking City” suggested by Archigram was
an interesting suggestion on the housing develop-
ment project. However, it failed to handle the
importance of desire for new order and speed.

6 Constantly Moving

“Moving” reminds us of the power of production
and change. However, constant movement and
circulation are required without any interruption.
A structural design has played an important role
in this new trend. Meeting with people’s desire
for “novelty,” designers have tried to create a new
future. Therefore, they have introduced much
faster and more attractive designs even though

their validity markedly reduced.

This kind of change led to a spectacle that was ex-
perienced in the streamlined design during the mid
20th century: highway billboard signs, large sign
boards, and kitsch commercial spaces. Of course,
it’s very certain that these examples have already
been adapted to mass culture. Mobility is very
closely concerned with the complicated stracum of
culture. Even though some people praise deliber-
ateness in life, it is not a matter that we can select
because mobility and high speed are the power
engines for change in our lives. [



