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The Literature of the “Returnees” and War Memory:

The Moon of Shenyang (#FPDH) by MIZUKAMI-TSUTOMU

WU Guanghui, WANG Jia

The famous Japanese writer, MIZUKAMI-TSUTOMU, who is one of the Japanese
civilian settlers, once stayed in “Manchuria” for about three months and then returned to
his homeland due to illness. However, such a short “Manchurian experience” made
MIZUKAMI-TSUTOMU bear a sense of guilt and regret all his life. Until 1986, this
deliberately forgotten “life vacancy” was completely publicized in the form of a novel 7e
Moon of Shenyang. This article attempted to adopt the two concepts of “the literature of
the ‘returnees” and “cultural memory” to deeply explore the themes of “memory”,
“female” and “redemption”, which are embodied in the novel. The present article also
focused on the analysis of unique narrative strategies employed in the novel, such as
“time intertwining” and “metaphors”, to try to approach the author’s inner world.

Key Words: MIZUKAMI-TSUTOMU, war memory, Manchurian experience,
returnees
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