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INTISARI

Telah diteliti sebuah kajian tentang perjuangan masyarakat
ekerja golongan bawah dajam uana mencapai kehidupan yang
ebih di tengah-tengah kemakmuran industri Amerika. Seiring
dengan pesatnya pertumbuhan industri di Amerika, masyarakat negara
ini menjadi semakin materialistis. Perkembangan industri yangg (fesat .
memberikan dam]i(ak bagi para pekerja tersebut. Karena dunia industri
sangat kompetitif, kelormpok pekerja tersebut menjadi korban monopoli
dan eksploitasi dari kelompok kapitalis yangg menghalalkan segala
cara untuk mencapai keun tungan pribadi.

Perkemban%(an Amerika yang demikian mendatangkan keresahan
bagi para pekerja. Kekayaan yang igerolehnegara itu idak membawa
kemakmuran bagi m: . Hal yang demikian mendorong mereka untuk
berjuang memperoleh perbaikan hidup karena dalam sistem monopoli
kapitalisme,. sulit bagi mereka untuk memperbaiki hidup, Walaupun
mereka jujur dan bekerja keras seperti yang digambarkan dalam cerita
“rags to riches” dari Horatio Alger, mereka tetap sebagai buruh.
Akhirnya yang mereka dapatkan hanya kemiskinan.

Kata kunei: industrialisasi - eksploitasi pekerja - perjuangan untuk perbaikan
kidup ) .

INTRODUCTION :

The trilogy U.5.A. composed of The For Second Parallel,
Nineteen-Nineteen, and The Big Money offers a vivid picture of society
dominated by monopoly-capitalism and the sabotage of the work-
ers’s rights by business interests dominated by the profit motive.
Throughout the novel, Dos Passos was most concerned with the way
in which the system of monopoly capitalism exploits and destroys the
working class. The working class here is the class which does not own
the means of production and distribution. It is made up of a number
of urban people including such as unskilled workers, clerical work-
ers, sales workers, and technicians (Feagin, 1982: 36}.The capitalists
controll wealth and power under the laws of the land, while the
working class are shut out from the good that Amwrica stands for.
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My interest in this novelisin its content as a panoramic social
novel particularly it’s strength in showing the life of the workers. In
the midst of the country’s prosperity, there was poverty throughout
its working class. The book being written in a distinctive American

attern of literary creation adds one more point to choose the novel. It
is written with four structural devices: newsreel, narrative, biogra-
phy, and camera eye. Above all, this novel is chosen because it can
enrich our understanding of America in the first three decades of the
twentieth century.

In order to analyze Dos Passos’ concept of the American working
class, this study uses interdisiplinary studies, and it is carried out by
library research.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Industrializing America

During post-Civil War era, the idealism, ethics, and moral val-
ues of the former Puritan Americans were no longer applicable to busi-
ness practises. People began to admire the success of “Robber Barrons”.
They tried to understand views of success which were the implication
of the economic and social theories of the time: Laissez-Faire and
Social Darwinism. '

Noticebly, the late nineteenth century showed the develop-
ment of America into an industrial state. Industrialism had ad-
vanced with mighty strides in this country. It enabled this country to
rise o a position of dominance in the world.

The triumph of materialism and business values brouq_uh't:)gros-
perity to America. It created a competitive atmosphere in which the
survival was determined by the success of getting profit. The eco-
nomic system of the United States was later identified as a capitalist
system characterized by “the concept of private property, the rights
of ownership and the use of wealth to earn income” r(lgavies and
Ovard, 1975: 260).

Capitalism encouraged the rise of industrial concentration.
Small companies merged to form large firms. Some corporations forced
others out of business by legal or illegal means. Major industries came
under the control of a few companies. Consequently, a monopoly was
established.

Under monopoly-capitalism, the means of production, distri-
bution, and exchange were operated for private profit. The resulting
drive for profits led the global competition for new markets as well as
for technological inovation to expand productivity. Since the business
competition was not coordinated or regulated on a national basis, a
crisis of over production appeared on large scale in the 1920s.

The Impact of American Industrialization :
The unrestrained industry growth created some problems. It was
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no longer feasible, in many: cases, for the employee to manufacture

goods at home and to supplement his income by rising agricultural

commodities as he had done under the domestic system. The ordi-

na:ly worker who had owned his tools and produced his outputs

could not survive in competition with capitalists who have vast-
aggregated of money and machines. It resulted on the immigrated of

dozens and villagers and small town folk into humming industrial

cities. -

The compelling attraction of the cities was basically the oppor-
tumtir to earn more money and become a sophisticated city
dweller. Americans emded up with unskilled factory jobs. The fact
was that when they entered into industrial society, their habits and
values were not associated with the industrial ethos that brought about
the subordination of human values to property values. They were re-
garded as merely a means of production. This situation created suf-

ering at various time.

Beside the drift from rural to the city, industrializing America
also turned to the. masses of Europe for factory labor. This great stream
of immigration affected the labor force because most of immigrants
were willing to work for lower wages and under less favourable con-
ditions of employment than the “native” labor force. The increase of
the supply of labor force pushed wages down. In this case, workers
faced complex problems such as maximum hours of works and mini-
mum wages. Overcrowding, stums, and municipal corruption appeared
between the urban workers.

Industrialization and urbanization in the states also impacted
education. As cities develop, children came to be raised and soclalized
outside the home in scholl, and other institutional settings. Commit-
ment to get an education soon occupied an important place in basic
American values. The education offered the chance to maximize one’s
mobility in the society. In addition, inflation apparently forced women
to enter into the labor force to help their families.

~ Under the impacts of industrializing America, workers likewise
received new understanding of the importance of the unions. Unions
functioned as an instrument to advance the economic status of work-
ers: for higher wages, for the reduction in the number of working
hours. boycotts, strikes, and political actions were the weapons of un-
ions.

Beside the aforementioned, American industrialization also in-
fluenced the American literaure. The promise of mobility became a
central cultural theme of articles and books. Shady business practises,
corruption in government, and poverty in the cities were exposed.

With high-tech industries, the United States achieved more prop-
erty. “The standard of living in the States had shown considerable
important. The prosperity had tended to itxf)rove the conditions of
life for the great majority of Americans” (Allen, 1931:51). Although
the economy wasbooming and prosperity was spreading, the wealth
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still tended to flow into a few people’s pockets, up to half of all work-
ers still lived in poverty. The working class struggles to gain a better
standard of life will be the main central topic Dos Passos tried to ex-
pose through the trilogy U.5.A.

ANALYSIS

Under the system of monopoly capitalism, itis in the interest ‘of
the capitalist class to maintain the existing political-economic system
that they substantially control. In contrast, the broad working class
fundamentally want to improve capitalist control of business, indus-
try, and politics with far more gemocratic system. Consequently
“ﬁ]-'}dng class struggles exist. They struggle to achieve abetter quality
of life.

The Worker in Capitalistic Society

The industrialization has polarized society into two groups of
capitalist and laborers. Capitaﬁsts place individuals in their fullest
capacity to achieve the most possible expectations for individual profits.
The workers who have very limited capability in. competing with
big business inevitably become the victims of capitalists as the accumu-
lation of wealth also means the accumulation of power.

Afpparently, the dole reality of Dos Passos” characters derive from
the suffering, unsatisfied, and despair working class. They have less
access to life, liberty, and property. The good examples of this situation
is Pop. He no longer works for himself as he did in the past. He
works for capitalist, the social class that owns the means of
production such as capital, tools, and raw material. He sells his labor
as a night watchman at the Chadwick Mill in the Middle town, Con-
necticut. He depends entirely on his wage income for livehood. As a
labor he is paid less than he can produce for the capitalist. He onl
earns very small income that is only enough fo buf; his life
primary necessities, while the capitalists reinvest the resulting profit
passed in the exploitation of the workers to expand their business.

On account of hislow income and unadequate work condi-
tion, Pop’s housing is at best noisome dangerous to human health.
He lives in an abject and small house where “the air is chocking all
day with the smell of whaleoil soap” (FP, 5). Ugliness is ubiquitous
in working class society.

One day Pop has been compeled to drop out of the labor force
because of joining a strike. As he feels that he goes not do it, he refuses
the accusation, “Tain’t going to join any strike” (FF, 8). He tries to find a
hel]) to his brother, Tim O’Hara, a social democrat. In fact, it does not
yield a result as his boss does not want to hear his approval. The
ability of powerful boss to dominate economy to his own advantages
frustates Pop. '

Shortly after he becomes unemployment, his wife has to work
hard for “boilerfuls of wash to survive in the family’s life. She faces the
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double burden of household and working woman. And that her chil-
dren, Mac and his sister, go tolabor to help make ends meet when
they come home from scﬁool. All members of her family }[(Jool their
earning to achieve the family economic stability. As she wor

s so hard,
she dies.

Jobless due to a strike he did not want, pained by his wife’s death,
Pop is forced to leave town to seek job I?Ipporhu'ljty as he cannot
obtain an adequate job from local sources. He starts a new life in Chi-
cago. He enters into the urban labor force. As he was born out of the
industrializing society, his traditional social habits and customs sel-
dom fit into the patterns of industrial life. He has no skills in the
industrial sense, so he finds himself economically absolete. It is diffi-
cult for him to find any other jobs.

Knowing Pop’s frustration, Tim O'Hara conforts him that lives
of the laboring class in America are seldom prosperous. He
blames it on the nature of economic system,”...1s the fault of the
system that don’t give a man the fruit of his labor”( FP, 14). The expe-
rience, of Tim O’Hara shows the extended development of this idea.
He is forced to bankcruptcy by his creditors because of printing a so-
cialistic handbill. He has no power to fight against that system.

It seems that the social preassures bring about naturalistic
selection in the jungle of capitaistic society. The working class are gen-
erally exterminated because they lost in the struggle. They become the
viciim of the natural law. For them, poverty is an inescapable fact of
life in an economy blighted by rapid technological development.
Shortly, this poverty is caused by the American economic system.

The Struggles of Working Class
Success

The most significant cluster of narratives in U.5.A. is that of
Charley Anderson, . Ward Moorehouse, and Margo Dowling. Char}gy
Anderson represents a figure of the American success myth. He
aspires to Henry Ford. A country boy comes to the city, he work hard
to buildan airplane engine plan. He wants to rise to fame and for-
tune while aiding mankind through his ingenuity. But he soon: discov-
ers that hard work, honest do not bring the rewards promised by the
myth, He learns that ruthlessness and deception are also required.He
tries to ape these qualities.Seeking the big money, he is almost caus-
ally devoured by more rapacious birds of prey. He himself helps
destroy those who are naively honest and faithful than he himself,
notably his old mechanic friend Bill Cermak. So Charley Anderson
becomes a garrulous and drunken hulk, a corrupted honest workman,

Moorehouse’s life is an ironic fulfillment of an Horatio Alger’s
rise. Born on the Fourth of July, a reader of Success magazine in his
youth, he works hard. He starts his life in a real estate office.He
moves to be public relation. He is a man of great refinement and
distinction of manner. Influence is his profession. His only product is
the manipulation of people’s thought. As he grews more powerful, he




500 BPPS-LIGM, 8(4A), November 1995

becomes a supreme manipulator who exploits language for profits.

His upward-moving career, from selling real estate to public re-
lations, touches upon the major areas of American life in which a false
rhetoric of Americanism can be used by the wealthy and powerful
capitalists to exploit the poor weak. Moorehouse has risen by luck
and pluck to eminence because he has been able to manjpulate thenaive
faiths by which most American live, including their faith in the
Alger’ myth. ‘

Like Moorehouse, Margo Dowling is poor and likeable. She
discovers that success requires the pervasion ot one’s salable comodity.
Her rise to stardom is a parody of the Hollywood version of the rags to
riches career of the movie star. This rise is achieved not by hard work
but rather by the open exploitation of her sexuality and her ability at
every stage of her rise to achieve an effective level of phoniness.
Somewhat different in technique, but similar in effect 1s biographies.
The significant biographies for this proper explanation are J.P. Morgan,
Minor keith, and Andrew Carnegie. They are chosen in relation
with the cultural trend and common attitude of that time thatis to
extoll people who did things for the good culture. They are the exam-
ples of admittedly people.

Failure

The representaive character is Mac. Bitter experience as working
class who has material disaster encourages him to have a better uali?/
of life. He stars his life by getting a job in his uncle Tim’s print shop. It
is in his uncle that he first confronts the brazen and confident rhetoric
of revolution. Unfortunately, he loses hs job as his uncle is forced to
bankcruptcy because of printing a socialitichandbill. .~

After losing one job to another and moving from one place to
another, he begins to feel that he has to do something to improve his
lot. He thinks that his future as a labor lays in industrial unionism that
is in organizing workers. He joins a group of radical unionists and
socialists called the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW). Being one
of IWW'’s members, he hopes that IWW can give him a sense of dignity
and selfworth. He joins the miners whoa re on the strike and then
becomes one of the leading socialists. His wife can never understand
his radicality. n the rest of his life, he follows the slogans of revolution
to Mexico wheré a revolution occur.

Similar rhetoric pervading Mac’s narratve is Joe Williams.
Mac and Joe have basically simiFar characters. Both represent the life
of the working man in its empty and futile. Their lives are constant
movement. Mac throughout America is a laborer, while Joe through-
out the world as a seaman. They are archetypically rootless American
workingmen in permanent transit not because they wish to be but be-
cause their marginal lives prevent them from putting down roots. They
are beaten up, robbed, deceived, and cheated wherever they go be-
cause they are weak. :

-



Danu Wahyono, et al., The Working Class’ Struggles 501

CONCLUSION

During the early twentieth century Americanindustrialism,
the law of nature still rules. Life is a struggle for survival. The work-
ing class who lost in these struggles are generally exterminated. Al-
though they work hard, honestly, and faithfully, they are unable to
take pride in their works and finally to profit significantly by it. They
are rootless laborers constantly searching for some outlet for their ide-
alistic hope of restoring power to the worker. They become isolated
and frustrated in industrial society.

Dos Passos’ villain is big business. The entrepreneural system is
not only suspect, it has been convicted. Capitalism is the sin and
only working class are free from this. Dos Passos refuses to adapt the
general creteria success for capitalists because it destroys the work-
ing class. Apparently the Indonesian working class at this moment
seems to have similar experience with the American working class in
the early twentieth century. The rise of Industrialism also fastens
the shift from rural to an urban society. The industrial ethos brings
about a subordination of human values to property values. Workers
become a cog in the industrial machinery which created suffering,
unemployment, and poverty. The working class then struggle for “re-
gional minimum wages” to achieve a better quall_li_g of life. The Indone-
sian government which is inspired by values embodied in Pancasila -
should not let any groups orindividuals to dominate or to mo-
nopolize its economy. Monopolize econofllr.l\ly will create social jeal-
ousy between therich and the poor. Hopefully, the course of Indo-
nesia development produces businessmen who have social solodarity.
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