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Preface

The following is an annotated translation of correspondence between
Mary Florence Denton (1857-1947) and Nathaniel G. Clark (1825-
1896), Corresponding Secretary of ABCFM. As a missionary, Denton
devoted 60 years of her life to the Christian education of Japanese
women at Doshisha. In her later years, she was honorifically called
“Doshisha Treasure” because of her wholehearted dedication to and
unsparing love for Doshisha.

Four biographies of Denton have already been published (one in
English and the others in Japanese). However, they are mostly based
on personal memories and documents found in Japan, and include only
a few references to her correspondence with the American Board and
the Woman’s Board, the organizations which sent out missionaries like
Denton to foreign countries.

Recently, researchers are interested in the missionary as a cultural
agent, because he or she cannot evangelize people in different cultures
without cooperating with them. The letters of Denton and N. G. Clark
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translated here reveal many phases missionaries had to go through on
the field. These primary materials also shed new light on Denton’s life
in Japan.

We hope that our translation may help many people to get to know
Denton, and also help approach her from various angles and develop
their research from a fresh aspect.
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October 12, 1888
Dear teacher, Miss Denton,

I am very very glad from to receive your kindly education and I have
great many to thank you. But I cannot spell to thank you any more.

But I do not never forget your truly kind heart while at study while at
play. Please excuse me. I am sure that God bless you.

Dear teacher, please excuse my dull heart and teach me with your kindly

heart.
Your little Yasuo Yoshikawa

i
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[Charles E. Swett, Congregational House 14 Beacon Street, Boston Mass.]
Mbdo7,



