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Glossary Of New Zealand Terms.

Kupapa pro-government Maori

Mana  prestige, influence

Mere  short club, sometimes made of greenstone (New Zealand Jade)
Pa fortified village

Pakeha foreigner, especially European

atu short flat whalebone weapon
Raupo a wetland plant similar to bulrush

Utu revenge



Abstract

The object of this thesis is to look at the neglected area of the social
interaction between Imperial regiments and society in a colony. The chosen
colony is New Zealand, looking with particular reference at its original capital
of Auckland between 1840 and 1870. This period encompasses the Maori or
New Zealand Wars. However, it is not the intention to look at these
campaigns, but to examine how the regiments of the Imperial garrison

interacted on a day-to-day basis with colonial society in both peace and war.

Chapter One establishes the existing literature with regard to the impact of a
military presence on colonial societies using the relatively few examples of
work done on Canada, South Africa, India and Australia, as well as the limited
information available on the impact of garrisons in Britain itself. Indeed,
comparisons will also be made with the role of the United States army in
westwards frontier expansion, on which some useful studies exist. Chapter
Two is also general in nature in the sense that it discusses the reasons for the
introduction of Imperial regiments into New Zealand and those factors
contributing to their continued presence until 1870, as well as the fluctuations

in military strength.

Moving to the particular, Chapter Three illustrates how Auckland became the
Imperial Military Headquarters in New Zealand and the development of its
military infrastructure as the town itself expanded. The two principal

establishments became Fort Britomart and the Albert Barracks. It will also be



shown that Governor FitzRoy was responsible for the construction of the

Albert Barracks, not Sir George Grey as is generally supposed.

The intention of Chapter Four is to examine in detail the economic impact of
the garrison on Auckland, primarily by means of investigating how the army
was supplied. In particular, local newspapers are utilised as a medium

through which to trace how civilians tendered for Commissariat contracts.

Chapter Five discusses the health of the Imperial regiments posted to New
Zealand to establish whether service there implied the same kind of potential

death sentence as that in some other colonies.

Chapter Six then examines both the discipline of Imperial regiments in
Auckland and wider issues of social interaction since, in other colonies, the
extent of indiscipline could radically affect civil-military relations. In terms of
the wider issues, there is examination of such aspects of the relationship
between soldiers and civilians as sport, entertainment, local politics, and civic

ceremony.

Chapter Seven will be then offer conclusions on the inter-relationship and

inter-dependence between soldiers and civilians in Auckland.



Chapter 1 Introduction

Between Queen Victoria's accession in 1837 and the outbreak of the Crimean
War in 1854, the British army fought five major wars as well as host of smaller
campaigns in almost every part of the globe." The pace of imperial expansion
was slow in the 1850s and 1860s amid declining official interest in the
concept of empire and it would not be until the 1870s and 1880s that imperial
commitments once more expanded rapidly as a consequence of the
‘scramble for Africa’. In the earlier period, however, the army was required to
undertake considerable consolidation of existing colonies and possessions,

even in areas of the world in which there had long been a British imperial

presence.

In Lower Canada, for example, which had formed part of the ‘first’ empire won
in the eighteenth century, there was a serious rebellion among the Métis in
1837. 2 Equally, the East India Company’s control of the Indian sub-continent
still not only seemed to require the search for a more secure frontier beyond
the Indus, but also the suppression of the powerful indigenous kingdoms
remaining within the boundaries of the Company’s domain. Thus, as well as
the unsuccessful attempt to win influence over Afghanistan in the First Afghan
War (1839-42)3; Sind was annexed in 1843, Gwalior in the same year; the

Marathas battled once more in 1844, there having been three Anglo-Maratha

! 18t Afghan War 1839-42, 1% Sikh War 1845-6, 2™ Sikh War 1848-9, China 1840-1, 2" Burmese War 1852. Or.1
colonial campaigning generally, see Donald Featherstone, Colonial Small Wars, 1837-1901 (Newton Abbott: Davxs§
Charles, 1973); Philip J. Haythornthwaite, The Colonial Wars Sourcebook (London: Ar_ms. and Armour Press, 1997);
Brian Bond, (ed.), Victorian Military Campaigns (Z”Jedn., London: Tom Donovan Pubhshlng,.1’99£‘.‘); lan Beckett,
Victoria's Wars (Princes Risborough: Shire Publications, 1998); Byron Farwell, Queen Victoria’s Little Wars (Newton
Abbot: Victorian & Modern History Book Club edn., 1974). ,

2 Elinor Senior, ‘The Glengarry Highlanders and the Suppression of the Rebellions in Lower Canada 1837-38',
Journal of the Society for Army Historical Research [hereinafter JSAHR] 56, 227, j978, pp. 143-159; and her.,
Redcoats and Patriots: The Rebellions in Lower Canada 1837-38 (Ottawa: Canadian War Museum, 1985);
Featherstone, Colonial Small Wars, pp. 27-28.

3 Haythornthwaite, Colonial Wars Sourcebook, pp. 133-136.
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wars between 1775 and 1817% and the Sikhs overcome in two wars (1845-46
and 1848-49)°. Ultimately, of course, tensions arising from this consolidation
of Company control contributed to the outbreak of the mutiny in 1857,
arguably the most serious indigenous challenge to the empire in the

nineteenth century.

Those territories effectively acquired, or over which control had been further
extended during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, also
remained contested areas in many cases. In Australia, what were effectively
frontier wars against the indigenous aborigines continued until 1838 in terms
of deployment of British regulars, and well into the 1870s so far as the
commitment of colonial forces was concerned.® The Cape in South Africa saw
a continuing series of conflicts against the Xhosa. In all, there were nine so-
called ‘Kaffir' (or Cape Frontier) Wars between 1779 and 1878, seven of
which after 1838 involved British regulars. Indeed, the Seventh and Eighth
Frontier Wars (1846-47 and 1850-53) were substantial affairs, involving the
deployment of 6,600 regular troops.” Australia and Canada, of course, were
markedly different from India in terms of the scale of European settlement
and this applied equally to New Zealand, which is the focus of this particular
study. As is well known there were a series of wars, which are usually

characterised as the First, Second and Third Maori Wars of 1846-7, 1860-1

4 Haythornthwaite, Colonial Wars Sourcebook, pp. 69,75, 80.
Farwell, Queen Victoria's Little Wars, pp. 37-61.

See John Connor, The Australian Frontier Wars 1788-1838 (Sydney: University of New South Wales Press, 2002);
M. Austin, The Army in_Australia 1840-50 (Canberra: Australian Government Publishing Service, 1979); Geoff
Blackburn, Conquest and Settlement (Western Australia: Hesperian Press, 1999); Peter Stanley, The Remote
Garrison: The British Army in Australia (Sydney: Kangaroo Press, 1986); M McKernan & M Browne (eds.), Australia:
;‘wo Centuries of War and Peace (Canberra: Australian War Memorial, 1988).

Featherstone, Colonial Small Wars, p. 63; Peter Burroughs, ‘An Unreformed Army?: 1815-1868’ in David

Chandler and lan Beckett (eds.), The Oxford History of the British Army (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996), p.
163.
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and 1863-6. In New Zealand, however, the conflict with the Maoris is now
interpreted as a series of six ‘wars’ - the Flagstaff or Northern War, 1846-47,;
Wanganui, 1847-48; the First Taranaki War 1859-1861; the Second Taranaki
War, 1863; the Waikato War, 1863-64; and the Hauhau or Third Taranaki

War, 1864-66.°

The army that was responsible for the policing of British imperial possessions
was a small one, its strength declining from 233,952 officers and men in 1815
to only 174,198 by 1870 ® as a result of the continuing reductions effected by
governments amid the political and socio-economic turmoil that characterised
the period following the victory over Napoleon. It has been argued that, after
almost 22 vyears of almost continuous war, the conclusion of the
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars was inevitably accompanied by the
desire for military retrenchment. Peter Burroughs notes that ‘twenty three
years of costly war with France had increased Britain's national debt from
£228 million in 1793 to 876 million in 1815."° It was a long-service army
enlisted by voluntary means, service until 1847 being technically for life.
Thereafter, service was for ten years for the infantry and twelve years for

cavalry, artillery and engineers respectively " until the introduction of short

For general accounts of the Maori Wars, see James Belich, The New Zealand Wars: The Victorian Interpretation
of Racial Conflict (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1998); T. L. Buick, The Rebeliion of Hone Heke (Wellington,
Government Printer, 1926); James Cowan, The New Zealand Wars (Wellington: R. E. Owen, 1956) 2 vols.; Tom
Gibson, The Maori Wars (London, Leo Cooper, 1974); Michael Barthrop, To Face the Daring Maoris (London:
Hodder & Stoughton, 1979).

Edward M. Spiers, The Army and Society 1815-1914 (London, Longman, 1980), p. 36.

1 - - L

lan Beckett The Amateur Military Tradition 1558-1945 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1991), p. 126;
Peter Burroughs ‘Parliamentary Radicals and the Reduction of Imperial Expenditure in British North America’,
Historical Journal, XI, 3, 1968, pp. 446-461.

Spiers, Army and Society, pp. 52-53.
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service by Edward Cardwell changed the pattern in 1870.'> Moreover, the
army was an unpopular institution in Britain itself, largely as a result of its
ready identification as a domestic constabulary. In January 1816, by which
time the regular army had already been cut to 149,000 officers and men,
some 28,000 were stationed in Britain itself. In the following year, strength
was down to 123,000 with 26,000 stationed in Britain." Spiers states that
‘during the urban riots of 1831-32, approximately 11,000 troops were
stationed in England, the majority being based in the London area’.’ In
reality, fewer than 57 individuals died as a result of clashes with troops in
Britain between 1816 and 1839," but traditional, popular perceptions of the
tyranny represented by a standing army persisted. It was also the case that
the army was unlikely to attract the respectable to its ranks. Wellington
famously used the term ‘the scum of the earth’ '® to describe the social
composition of the British army. His description was semi- accurate. Edward
Spiers’s research into nineteenth century recruitment indicates that the army
still sought recruits by a variety of methods. By 1830 there were nine large
recruiting districts: one in Scotland, three in Ireland, and five in England. Full
time staff manned these. However, the majority of the recruiting parties would
still routinely frequent public houses and fairgrounds for likely recruits.”’

Robert Macdonald, for example, stated that:

12 Spiers, Army and Society, p. 37; Hew Strachan, Wellington's Legacy The Reform of the British Army 1830-1854
gManchester: Manchester University Press, 1984), p. 74.

3 Beckett, Amateur Military Tradition, p. 127.

14 Spiers, Army and Society, p . 82.

15 Beckett, Amateur Military Tradition, pp. 126-161.

®pavid Gates, ‘The Transformation of the Army 1783-1815' in Chandler and Beckett, Oxford History of the British

%rm, p. 145.

Spiers, Army and Society, pp. 40-41.
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it was only in the haunts of dissipation or inebriation, and among the
very lowest dregs of society, that | met with anything like success. |
could seldom prevail on even the uneducated to enlist, when they were

sober-living and industriously inclined.'®

Unemployment in certain areas of Britain prompted many men to enlist while,

in rare cases, some joined on a whim. "

In part, of course, the unattractiveness of military life derived from regimental
postings in the colonies, in which climate, disease and terrain represented
formidable challenges to be overcome, particularly by regiments fresh from
Britain with no comprehension of, or immunity to such elements. Most of the
army would spend most of the time overseas: by 1846, two thirds of the
infantry was committed overseas. Peter Burroughs shows that, of 112 infantry
battalions and 100,600 men distributed globally that year, there were 23,000
in India, 32,620 elsewhere in the Empire, and 44,980 in Britain.*° Indeed, long
before the introduction of the Cardwellian scheme of linked battalions, an
informal rotation of units had been established by which regiments moved.
Early ideas were to keep a regiment posted in one place and that a constant
flow of men should be maintained between it and the depot. This was a valid
idea in principle but, as Secretary of State for War, Howick 2" had no means

to implement it. Alexander Murray Tulloch, a military surgeon and

:: Spiers, Army and Society, p . 41. Macdonald was recruiting for the Rifte Brigade.
2 Spiers, Army and Society, pp. 45-46.

Burroughs, 'Unreformed Army’, p. 164.

Henry Grey, Viscount Howick was Under Secretary of State for the Colonies in 1830 and, in 1835, was appointed
Secretary of War. See Hew Strachan, ‘Lord Grey and Imperial Defence’ in lan Beckett and John Gooch (eds.),

Politicians and Defence: Studies in the Formulation of British Defence Policy, 1840-1970 (Manchester: Manchester
University Press, 1981), pp. 1-24.
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statistician,** suggested that regiments be rotated through three foreign tours,
each of a duration amounting to ten years. The Atlantic circuit would consist
of four years in the Mediterranean, three in the West Indies, and three in
America. Tulloch also argued that India should be one ten year tour, while
the remaining colonies in southern and eastern waters were divided into a
tour of New South Wales for three years, Ceylon or Mauritius for four, and the
Cape or St Helena for three.? This recognised that the principal stations for
British regiments in Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand, South Africa and
the West Indies represented either high or low risks in terms of the chances
of surviving the first year without becoming a victim of flora or fauna, let alone

the indigenous population.

High-risk colonies - India, South Africa and the West Indies - were detrimental
to the health of the imperial regiments. An example of this can be seen in the
West Indies; where the majority of the regiments were decimated within a few
months of Ianding.24 India and South Africa were similar in climate, being hot
and inhospitable, with a high risk of disease. India, however, had a more
temperate environment further north or at inland hill stations such as
Ootacamund and Simla, allowing officers or men to convalesce before being
returned to their regiments. Colonies deemed a low risk were Canada, New
Zealand, whose climate was very similar to Britain, and, to a lesser extent,

Australia. Tulloch’s findings showed that in the West Indies in 1836, of 903

22 ) . . ) . -
P. H. Butterfield, 'Sykes and Tulloch: Pioneer Researchers into Sickness and Mortality Rates amongst British

Army Personnel in the Mid-nineteenth Century’, The South African Military History Society Military History Journal 5,
4, 1981, pp. 1-4.

0t Strachan, 'Grey and Imperial Defence’, p. 6; and., Wellington's Legacy, p. 186.
See Roger Buckley, The British Army in the West Indies (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1998, pp. 16-

17.
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men admitted to hospitals with inflammation of the liver, 79 died.?® In the
same year at Ceylon, 1,751 men were admitted for inflammation of the liver
resulting in 151 deaths, which equated to one in twelve of all deaths.”® These
figures, when compared to the statistical data from Canada, show how severe
the attrition rate was. The Canadian figures show that, of the 186 patients
admitted to hospital for inflammation of the liver, only five died. Tulloch

therefore reached the conclusion that one in thirty seven would die of this

disease while serving in Canada.”’

Of the overseas stations, India, Scuth Africa and the West Indies were
regarded as the most important in strategic terms. The British jurisdiction of
the West Indies allowed control of the sea routes in the Caribbean, Atlantic
and the Gulf of Mexico thus curtailing French involvement there. Britain’s
annexation of South Africa in 1806 occurred during the Napoleonic Wars at a
moment when the Dutch were allied to France, Britain seizing the Cape by
force largely to forestall the French taking it themselves and threatening the
sea route to India.?® Likewise in the case of India, possession of the sub-
continent covered both the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal in terms of
deterring any incursion by hostile forces. Indeed, part of Cardwell’s eventual
scheme was the conscious withdrawal of the imperial garrisons from colonies,

which, while enjoying relatively large white settler populations, were also of

= ‘Statistical Report on the Sickness, Mortality, and Invaliding of the Troops serving in the West Indies’,
Parliamentary Papers C, 1838, p. 8.

% ‘Statistical Report on the Sickness, Mortality, and Invaliding of the Troops serving in the West Indies’, p. 8;
‘Statistical Report on the Sickness, Mortality, and Invaliding of the Troops serving in Ceylon', Parliamentary Papers
B, 1838, p. 15.

T ‘statistical Report on the Sickness, Mortality, and Invaliding of the Troops serving in British America,

Parliamentary Papers B, 1838, p. 289.

lan Knight, Go to your God Like & Soldier (London: Greenhill Books, 1996), p. 72.
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less strategic value. Thus, withdrawal would affect Australia, Canada and

New Zealand, notwithstanding the continuing conflict with the Maoris in the

latter.

While the army’s campaigns have been much studied, as well as many
aspects of the army's presence in Britain itself, the implications of the
presence of the imperial garrisons in the colonies have been comparatively
neglected. Indeed the study of imperial garrisons remains in its infancy. As
already suggested, India was somewhat different in that it had no substantial
European settler population and, of course, its defence was principally in the
hands of the locally raised forces of the East India Company, which included
some European regiments. Some issues relating to the stationing of British
regiments in cantonments have been explored by Douglas Peers. Peers has
principally examined how the British tried to curb the rise of drink and sexually
related diseases by segregating the regiments away from the towns, and the
use of ‘lock hospitals’ to contain prostitutes believed to have infected
soldiers.”® Roger Buckley has also given some attention to the West Indies,
but this is primarily concerned with the earlier period between 1792 and 1815.
In the case of Canada, there is the work of Elinor Senior while, on South
Africa, there is Graham Dominy’s unpublished doctoral dissertation dealing
with the imperial garrison at Fort Napier at Pietermaritzburg in Natal between
1843 and 1914. Australia has been comparatively well served compared to

other colonies. Peter Stanley’s The Remote Garrison, however, is primarily a

popular illustrated account intended for the general reader; Maurice Austin’s


http:soldiers.29
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The Army in Australia, is confined to the period between 1840 and 1850; and

Geoff Blackburn’s Conquest and Settlement concerns only one Regiment, the

21%, serving in Western Australia between 1833 and 1840. One other study,

The Australian Frontier Wars by John Connor deals with the period 1788-

1838, overlapping with Blackburn’s work, but is primarily concerned with the

conflict against aboriginals rather than with the imperial garrison per se.

Similarly, although there have been many studies of the army in Britain, the
question of the relationship of a garrison to its neighbouring community has
not been investigated to any great extent. Indeed, there is only really
Bridgette Mitchell's recent doctoral dissertation examining the experience of
Windsor between 1815 and 1855. There are, however, some studies of the
United States Army on the Western frontier in the nineteenth century, which
are of some utility in raising useful comparative questions, and which may be

usefully applied to the British imperial experience.

Certain common themes and issues are readily apparent in the work on these
other colonies. Therefore, before, proceeding to examine aspects of the as
yet unexplored imperial military presence in New Zealand between 1840 and

1872, it is necessary to survey the existing literature.

Concerning the army at home in Britain, historians have tended to cover

relatively similar themes. Alan Ramsey Skelley’s The Victorian Army at Home,

for example, discusses recruitment and the problems surrounding it, such as

29 . . " s .
Douglas M. Peers, ‘Imperial Vice: Sex, Drink and the Health of British Troops in North Indian Cantonments, 1800-
1858’ in David Killingray and David Omissi (eds.), Guardians of Empire (Manchester: Manchester University Press,
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health and education, discipline, crime and rates of pay. Edward Spiers and
Hew Strachan have also looked at the army and its place in domestic society.
Strachan’s study of the pre-Crimean army discusses issues such as
recruitment, life in the ranks, punishment, the professionalism of the officers,
staff and training, and matching manpower to commitments. In comparison to
Strachan, Spiers has chosen a wider period for study but, again, discusses
such aspects as the respective composition of officer corps and the rank and
file. Perhaps the weakest study on the social composition of the Victorian

army is Glyn Harries-dJenkins's The Army in Victorian Society, which,

notwithstanding the title, is actually preoccupied with the officer class and the

purchase system.

However, as indicated earlier, Bridgette Mitchell has studied the garrison town
of Windsor, over 40 years, providing a valuable insight into military life in
Britain. Mitchell’s research is more inclined towards the social than the
military, though this encompasses those areas normally associated with
regiments billeted in towns, namely the social interaction of the soldiers and
civilians, health, families, crime and punishment, prostitution, phitanthropy,
religion, and education. An area which Mitchell does not address is the
creation of a transport infrastructure, a factor of some significance elsewhere,

since for her this was not a primary task for troops where a viable system

already existed.

1999), pp. 25-53.
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In particular, Mitchell identifies the serious problem of prostitution within
Windsor, raising the question whether prostitution was exacerbated precisely
because of the presence of two barracks.*® Of course, all regiments
regardless of their postings tended to be noted for drink and vice and in this
respect Windsor was very much the norm. Mitchell, indeed, suggests two
reasons for women becoming prostitutes in Windsor, which could apply
equally to any town or city at the time. Firstly, there were poor working
conditions. Secondly, there was the failure of the 1834 Poor Law to provide
relief to widows and unmarried mothers.*" In Windsor, however, the problem
of prostitution was not restricted to women since homosexual men also
provided a service to the barracks. Understandably, the military authorities
were not keen to see reports on homosexual behaviour within regiments
being published in the local newspapers. Consequently, even in reports of
courts martial, this crime was often referred to as an ‘unnatural act’; it was

considered taboo to even mention the subject.32

The high levels of prostitution were significantly localised in areas of Windsor
where poverty was at its greatest.33 As with other colonies, many different
methods were tried to eradicate or halt prostitution, but none were successful.
Further afield, the authorities in Bengal introduced lock hospitals but these
also failed to reduce the effects of sexually transmitted diseases amongst

native women.>* In Britain itself, even the introduction of the Contagious

%0 Bridgette Mitchell, ‘The Problems of a Garrison Town: Windsor 1815-1855", Unpub. Ph.D, Reading, 2001, p. 175

31 Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town', pp. 175 and 178.
2 Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town', pp. 180, 201-203.
33 Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town', p. 180.

Peers, ‘Imperial Vice', pp. 25-53.
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Disease legislation (1864 and 1866)%° failed to curb the rise in venereal

disease amongst the home regiments.

Mitchell's other areas of interest within Windsor are philanthropy, religion and
education. Some of the wealthier inhabitants provided almshouses for the
poor, while others bequeathed monies for specific purposes.*® These acts of
goodwill, however, primarily benefited the civilian inhabitants of Windsor
rather than the military. Instead, from a military stand point, the formation of
regimental savings banks (although not sanctioned by Horse Guards) allowed
many soldiers to save at least a small percentage of their pay.37 Personnel
who had left the service, however, were not treated equally within the

environs of Windsor, not being allowed any relief.

Mitchell goes into more detail with regard to religious observance than any of
the comparable studies of garrisons in the colonies. On occasions, a few
soldiers preached at services in the town’s various denominational churches,

although the number was small.*

However, between 1841 and 1844 when a
new Anglican church was constructed, soldiers and citizens both assisted in
the building project by way of public donations and subscriptions.*® This

church subsequently became the focal point for the garrison’s religious life,

% Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town’, p. 198.
%8 Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town’ p. 209.
o7 Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town’, p. 209.
38 Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town', pp. 215-216.
% Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town’, p. 217.
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with many regiments regaling the interior with regimental banners, plates and,

in one instance, a stained glass window.*

Mitchell suggests that the construction of the garrison church established a
better relationship between the military and the townspeople. The Sunday
parades attracted large crowds and the soldiers were perceived as men with
religious convictions. The donations and contributions given to the church
bear this out.*' Some soldiers attended Catholic or Presbyterian churches;
men primarily, as might be expected, from regiments with an Irish or Scottish
connection.*? If attendance outside barracks was not possible for any reason
then church services or parades were held within the barracks, attended by
local Clergymen.43 Religion was thus an integral part of the social life of those

posted to Windsor.

The other area Mitchell discusses is education, again a subject generally
neglected in the studies of garrisons in the colonies. Education within the
army was deemed essential as illiterate NCOs would not be able to carry out
basic duties such as reading out orders, arranging billets or keeping accurate
accounts.** Regardless of their postings during the eighteenth century and
into the nineteenth century, many units had some form of regimental school.
But, like the savings banks, they were only allowed at the discretion of the

regimental commanding officer.*® In relation to Windsor, Mitchell shows that a

:? Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town’, p. 218.
" Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town', p. 218.
. Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town’, p. 220.
“ Mitchell, Problems of Garrison Town', p. 221.
. Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town’, p. 222.

Mitchell, ‘Problems of Garrison Town’, p. 223.
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large number of scholarly activities were undertaken with all regiments having
a regimental school and schoolmaster sergeant, though the number of
children attending varied from regiment to regiment.*® Soldiers also attended
to gain a rudimentary education, although Mitchell suggests that the other
ranks of the Household Cavalry did not attend schoois because they were
more literate and had been more carefully selected.”” Windsor was clearly

notable for having a very good education system for both army and civilians.*

Turning to civil-military interaction within colonies, Canada, as one of the
earliest established colonies, provides a useful insight into conditions outside
the confines of Britain. Military personnel in Canada had far more interaction
with civilians than say the army in the United States. Many of the British
regiments were located in towns or cities, unlike the American army, which
was housed in forts and, in some cases, away from any major towns or
settlements. British regiments, therefore, were liable to have a better working
relationship with the local non-indigenous population due to the location of the
barracks. Montreal is a good example of this, having had a British military
presence for over a century, the first troops being billeted there just after its

capture from the French in 1760.*°

The garrison’s main objectives were to defend the province and maintain

internal security.”® It was also used in the suppression of rebellions in Lower

46
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and Upper Canada between 1837 and 1838, contrasting with the garrison of
Windsor, which was not used in aid of the civil power during the period of
Mitchell's study. The first rebellion occurred among the French speaking
population of Lower Canada while the second, in Upper Canada, was to be

known as Mackenzie's®

Rebellion. These disturbances meant that a large
proportion of the available troops were on active duty suppressing these

uprisings.

The first rebellion erupted from unsuccessful attempts to gain constitutional
and financial reforms. The instigators were badly led and disorganised. Their
leader, Papineau, eventually fled to America in December 1837. Indeed,
overall British losses were low with just ten killed and 36 wounded. The
Mackenzie Rebellion in December 1837 was intended to seize Toronto.
When this failed Mackenzie successfully secured Navy Island on the Niagara
River, but was forced to withdraw when loyal forces re-took the island.*
Mackenzie, like Papineau, fled to America; both men subsequently returned
to Canada but did not have any further impact upon Canadian politics. During

the Papineau rebellion, the ‘Patriot Party’ referred to the garrison as an ‘army

of oc:cupation’.53

Montreal had become the central point for the defence of the two provinces of
Upper and Lower Canada when the British military headquarters was

relocated from Quebec in 1814. Montreal continued to grow, ultimately

51 p s .
) William Lyon Mackenzie, an Upper Canadian politician of extreme republican views.
Haythornthwaite, Colonial Wars Sourcebook, pp. 260-262.
Senior, British Requlars, p. 4.
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becoming the main commercial centre and the largest city in British North
America.>* Civil disturbances also remained relatively common, though the
garrison was increasingly regarded as an adjunct to the police in this regard.
The most notorious incident was the so-called Gavazzi Riot of 1853. Gavazzi
was a recently arrived Italian nationalist whose virulently anti-Catholic stance
inflamed the Irish population in the city. The principal historian of the garrison,
Elinor Senior, states that ‘the Gavazzi riot shattered the entente cordial that
had existed between the garrison and the British F‘ar’ty’.s5 One of the main
problems was the apparent breakdown of military discipline and the failure of
troops to obey orders from a senior officer. In fact, the 26th Regiment had just
replaced the 20th Regiment, which had served a three-year tour of duty in
Montreal.*® When called out, they were faced with an unfamiliar city but were
also under instructions ‘not to take any orders but from their officers’.”’ They
were to be used, however, only if the police proved unable to deal with any
civil unrest at one of Gavazzi's provocative speeches. In fact, the crowd,
which had congregated outside, became more agitated and began to attack
the police.58 It was not until shots were fired and a civilian was killed that the
regiment was called out. The agitated crowd soon engulfed the troops; the
Mayor momentarily panicked and read the riot act. With the reading of the
act, some soldiers opened fire on the crowd, against the direct orders of their
superior officer, a subsequent investigation revealing that one division had
responded to a voice in the crowd, which had given the orders to fire. The

other division’s action in firing into the crowd, however, was attributed to a

54 Senior, British Requlars, p. 4.
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5 Senior, British Requlars, p. 111.
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serious breach of discipline.”® Senior argues that the ‘only positive result of
the Gavazzi riot was the realisation on the part of the civil authorities that

troops made indifferent policemen’.60

Imperial regiments stationed in Montreal were not used, however, solely to
quell civil unrest for they were also used to fight fires that sporadically broke
out in the city. Like Mitchell, Senior also demonstrates that one of the biggest
problems affecting the garrison was drink. Indeed, both officers and soldiers
were reprimanded for displays of drunken behaviour, one Ensign being court
martialled for being drunk at a public dinner.’’ Nevertheless, the barracks also
housed a library, a savings bank and a school, which both soldiers and
children attended.®® Moreover, unlike Mitchell, who mentions only church
parades in this regard, Senior shows that regiments in Montreal were
routinely and consciously employed to provide pomp for civil occasions, while
other forms of social interaction consisted of yacht races, hunts, and horse

races. Fencing and curling were also popular with officers and soldiers.®

When Imperial regiments were posted to South Africa, their role was different
to that of those stationed in Canada though arguably similar in some respects
to India, since they had to quell native uprisings and deal with the problem of

the voortrekkers traversing the country. The British had gained control from

%6 Senior, British Requlars, p. 115.
Senior, British Requlars, p. 124.

Semor British Regulars, p. 131.
Semor British Regulars, p. 147.
Senlor British Regulars, p. 151.
Senlor British Requlars, chapters 8, 9, and 10.
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the Dutch, who had, in turn, wrested control from the Portuguese. There had
also been an interim period when the French held partial control over the
Cape. However, from 1814 onwards, the British were firmly in control there.

John Laband notes that

The British reasserted their hold over the Cape at the Battle of
Blaauwberg on 8 January 1806 when the Dutch regular troops,
European mercenaries and locally raised levies proved no match for
an invading force of professional soldiers and sailors. The second
British occupation lasted until 13t August 1814 when, at the London

Convention, the Cape was finally ceded to Britain. ®

Most studies on the British military presence in South Africa have tended to
concentrate on the wars that occurred during the British occupation. Graham
Dominy, however, has looked at the social-interaction between soldiers and
civilians in Pietermaritzburg. Not only was there more civil-military interaction,

but also more instances of civil-military than in Montreal.

The primary role of the regiments posted to Pietermaritzburg was to protect
the frontier, Dominy stating that ‘the Imperial garrison in Natal did not simply
arrive out of the blue and build a fort’.*® A military presence was also required
to curb internal conflicts within the province, which might then have actual or

perceived effect on the Cape frontier.®” In this role the regiments became

65 Laband, ‘War and Peace’, p. 10.

Graham Dominy, ‘The Imperial Garrison in Nata! with special reference to Fort Napier, 1843-1914: its social,
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Dominy, ‘Imperial Garrison’, p. 77.
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frontier constabulary, though Dominy also suggests that the presence of
regular battalions of infantry, cavalry regiments, artillery, and other supporting
medical, transport and commissariat units was intended to underpin the
emergence of a ‘respectable’ colonial society. Unfortunately, internal military
problems resulting from boredom, indiscipline, and drunkenness actually only
exacerbated social tensions in the town. Yet, at the same time, the garrison
was a stabilising presence within the developing colonial economy, serving
both as provider of technical support, labour and administrative skills, but also

as a consumer of produce, alcohol and forage.68

During the 70-year period that Imperial regiments were stationed in Natal,
there were several instances when military discipline deteriorated to a point
when soldiers mutinied. This was not unique to Natal since Canada, India,
Australia, and New Zealand all had instances of troops deserting or mutiny.
For instance, in Australia, the New South Wales Corps mutinied in 1808,
deposing the Governor William Bligh, the former captain of the Bounty. In
what was to become known as the Rum Rebellion, the New South Wales
Corps ruled the Colony illegally for a further two years before legal authority
was restored in 1810.%° Dominy, however, suggests that, in the case of Natal,

the mutiny on 7 August 1887 was especially severe. 70

The mutiny arose from the actions of four privates of the Inniskilling Fusiliers.

These men had been drinking on the Sabbath when the military canteens

68 N . .
Dominy, ‘Imperial Garrison’, pp. 14-17
Stanley, Remote Garrison, pp. 22-24.

70 . .
Dominy, 'Imperial Garrison’, p. 148.
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remained opened, while those in the town had been closed.”" A duty sergeant
ordered the arrest of five soldiers - the fifth had actually deserted a few days
earlier — when the four attended roll call heavily under the influence of
alcohol. When the sergeant and some other soldiers tried to arrest the men a
disturbance occurred, they were quickly overpowered by their intended
victims and the disturbance became general. NCOs and soldiers were
assaulted, and damage occurred to property with windows broken and beds
overturned. During this part of the disturbance, a private who was sleeping
was bayoneted to death.’”? Reinforcements were sent for and the men, having
evaded capture, began to destroy public property in Pietermaritzburg. The
mutineers failed to gain access to any of the taverns and, in frustration, they
continued to destroy property. Another murder was then committed when a
corporal of the garrison police force was also bayoneted to death.”® The four

leading protagonists were finally apprehended and tried for their crimes.

Charged with murder, they were committed to trial in a civil court.”™
Meanwhile, the military authorities withdrew a total of 150 men from Natal
leaving only the regimental headquarters and one c;ompany.75 Due to the
severity of the crimes, the soldiers were tried in the Supreme Court as well as
being tried in separate courts martial.”® In passing sentence on the convicted
men the jury acquitted two of the defendants. The third had his sentence

commuted to life imprisonment and the fourth was hanged in November

7 Dominy, ‘Imperial Garrison’, p. 148.
Dominy, ‘Imperial Garrison’, p. 149.
. Dominy, ‘Imperial Garrison’, p. 149.
Dominy, ‘imperial Garrison’, p. 154.
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http:martial.76
http:company.75
http:court.74
http:death.73
http:death.72

Chapter 1 Introduction 21

1887. None, however, were tried for the first murder, the assumption being
that this avoided the need to hold a public inquiry.77 Dominy suggests that
the real reasons for the mutiny would, therefore, not be made public.78 He
comments further that the conclusion the military authorities wished people to
draw was that the original incident on 7 August was just a drunken brawl with
tragic results, not implying any wider disciplinary problems within the

barracks.”

As already suggested, imperial regiments regardiess of their postings were
plagued with desertions, whether through discontentment with military life, or
as in South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand where the discovery of gold or
diamonds prompted many soldiers to abscond.®® The introduction in 1847 of
the Limited Enlistment Act, deterred many from deserting but the problem
was never fully eradicated. By 1850, indeed, desertion rates had dropped

from the 3,572 in 1841 to 1,500 per annum.®’

Though the Imperial regiments fought four major wars while in Natal, when
the timeframe of these conflicts is amalgamated, they last no longer than four
years.® Consequently, Dominy suggests that the long-term impact of the
semi-permanence of the regiments played an important role in underpinning

the colonial state structure and, during the intervening years, the garrison

77 . . .
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provided more psychological than material support.83 The settlers were
calmed by the fact that a garrison was located in the vicinity since many had
developed a pathological fear of being overrun in a native uprising.84 in a
different role, the garrison was also the town’s timekeepers. The firing of a
gun located within the garrison allowed the town’s populace to set their clocks
while landowners used the signalling of the gun to get their hired hands and
slaves to start work. The use of this gun was not without a few problems,
however, because the daily sounding of the gun varied by anything between
five and fifteen minutes. It was subsequently discovered that the garrison
chronometer was ‘an old seven-and-sixpenny timepiece of venerable aspect’,

gaining and losing time.*® The gun was also fired when the English mail had

arrived.

Unlike the situation in Windsor or in Canada, soldiers in Natal were also used
to construct roads, supplying fatigue parties for the Durban-Pietermaritzburg
road. This role was beneficial to the colony in allowing transport routes to be
opened up more quickly, stimulating economic growth, while simultaneously
allowing regiments to move quickly to other postings, redoubts, forts or ports.
As will be seen, the military contribution to the infrastructure was also

common in the United States and was also successfully implemented in New

Zealand.

In defending a volatile border, the Natal garrison clearly differed from that in

Montreal but it shared a similar role in its use to highlight the British presence

83 . ) )
Dominy, ‘Imperial Garrison’, p. 17.
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by adding ‘pomp’ to civil ceremonies. Perhaps the nearest colonial

comparison with Natal is actually India for all its obvious differences.

In India, purely trade rather than the acquisition of land initially motivated
European contact. Portugal was an early entrant, seizing Goa in the sixteenth
century. From 1530 onwards, however, Portuguese influence began to
decline allowing the Dutch and English to gain a foothold into the country.
The ‘Company of Merchants’ was granted a royal charter in 1600,
subsequently becoming the East India Company, which assumed the rights
and privileges of virtually a sovereign state.® The Company, of course, had a
separate army until 1858. In 1668 permission had been obtained enabling the
Company to form its own military forces, comprised initially of native units and
a militia of former British soldiers who had been granted half pay to settle in

India. This newly augmented force worked closely with the existing Imperial

forces.®’

Significant studies of the British garrison and its social interaction in India - as
opposed to studies of the sepoys - have not yet been undertaken, most
historians being concerned with the conflicts in which the British regiments
became involved. T A Heathcote, for instance, has written extensively on the

social composition of the native army in the earlier period of Company rule. 8

84 Dominy, ‘Imperial Garrison’, p. 176.

8 Dominy, ‘Imperial Garrison’, pp. 211-213.
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Similarly, a much older work, J. Talboys Wheeler's India_under British Rule,

written in 1886, did likewise.®

As already mentioned, however, Peers has examined how drink and vice
affected the health of the soldier to a greater or lesser extent than battlefield
losses. Peers argues that ‘venereal disease and intemperance were endemic
within the nineteenth century army in India, attacking soldiers’ constitutions,
rendering them more susceptible to other diseases and hastening their
departure as invalids’.®® Cantonments were introduced first at Fort William
situated inland from the Bay of Bengal, then, as the Company’s troops
proceeded inland, more cantonments were built to house them.”’ These
cantonments, however, allowed for no interaction between British troops and
sepoys. On the one hand, the British regiments and the Company’s own
European regiments were noted for their indiscipline and it was not felt
conducive to the discipline of native regiments to expose them to disciplinary
indiscretions by white troops. Peers, for example, cites the 30" Regiment, in
which ten soldiers were tried for armed robbery in 1827.% On the other hand,
contemporary medical thinking stressed the dangers of the Indian
environment on the health of troops billeted there. The medical arguments
were based on the sanitary and living conditions of the sepoys in comparison

to the British. Again Peers explains that:

89
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The orderliness of European lines was juxtaposed with the seemingly
chaotic and dirty quarters occupied by the sepoys and the camp
followers. The sanitary arrangements offended European beliefs and
led to the theory that poor hygiene produced deadly miasmas. There
was no drainage, clearing or levelling, and little attention to cleaniiness

and ventilation.®®

The insular nature of these cantonments did not stop soldiers from obtaining
illegal drink (arrack) and native prostitutes. The latter led to a substantial rise
in sexually transmitted diseases. The problem of eradicating STD was not
unique to India; across the whole of the British Empire, regiments were
blighted with soldiers succumbing to different strains of venereal disease at
any given time.** Peers notes that ‘at the beginning of the nineteenth century
there was no official programme of disease control.* It was not until 1807,
when the Government of Bengal issued a general order for the introduction of
‘lock hospitals’, that attempts were made to stem the number of soldiers
losing days through sickness. By 1830, many of the hospitals had been
closed due to cost cutting exercises, but, in any case, the majority hospitals

had also failed to address the problem.96

The failure of the lock hospitals along with any form of effective legislation,
meant that STD was never fully eradicated. Indian authorities began to

reintroduce the lock hospitals in 1859, in an attempt to halt the rising numbers
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of infected soldiers. British officials in India also now had a more
comprehensive legal system, which allowed them to try and address the

problems of STD.*’

The other problem, which affected regiments in India, was drink. Again this
was not unique to India. British and Indian authorities tried to implement a
similar regime to counteract the problem of drink, as they had with
prostitution. They attempted to halt the supply of alcohol by stopping the
suppliers, rather than curtail the movements of the consumer, in this case the
soldier.”® Soldiers stationed in India, were confined for the majority of the day
in their barracks due to the oppressive heat. Doctors and surgeons
recommended that two and half hours’ outside work a day - early morning
and late evening - was sufficient for a soldiers’ health.” In the interim many
soldiers drank to while away the time, as the available water supplies were
either tainted or suspect. This higher intake of alcohol led to an increase in
crime; many cases brought before courts martial were alcohol induced.
Military authorities and regiments attempted to address this problem by
opening up savings banks (not uncommon throughout the colonies and at

home), reading rooms and sports fields.'®

Some regiments however, saw a decline in alcohol induced crime and
drinking. This was due, in part, to the temperance movement gaining a

foothold in a regiment. For instance, the Cameronians’ alcohol intake dropped

o7 Peers, ‘Imperial Vice’, p. 40.
Peers, ‘Imperial Vice', p. 43.
Peers, ‘Imperial Vice', p. 41.
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over a two-year period (1836-1838) from 14,000 gallons to 2,516 gallons due
to the popularity of the temperance movement.'”" As with prostitution the
military authorities never fully eradicated the problem of drink within
regiments. However, they did seek to provide alternative forms of amusement

for the soldiers.

India is unique from a military perspective as the East India Company and
Imperial regiments were simultaneously stationed in the country. It was also a
country in which the Moguis prior to the Company’s arrival had already
created a transport infrastructure. Accordingly, although the army’s engineers
would eventually play a major role in modernising of the infrastructure through
the construction of railways, canals and the telegraph, British regiments,
unlike those serving in South Africa, Canada, New Zealand and America,
were only rarely employed in such activities as road-making.'” The British
army in India did not undertake any form of scientific research in the period
prior to 1858, but it did provide some assistance in the creation of a viable
transport and communication infrastructure within areas such as the Punjab
or Southern India.'® Its primary role, however, was clearly to protect British

interests in India.

Where India had been colonised for purely financial gains, Australia was used
to solve the problem of prison overcrowding in Britain. In the aftermath of the
American Revolutionary War (1775-1783), the British government had lost the

ability to transport undesirables there. Therefore, the government had to find

101
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an alternative solution to the rising numbers of convicts being held in hulks on

the Thames.™ Advocates of the transportation system argued that Africa

would be suitable continent to re-house these offenders. This idea was
subsequently rejected by the Pitt administration. However, Sir Joseph
Banks'® put forward the idea of using Australia and in particular Botany Bay
as a suitable locale to which to transport prisoners.'® The first ships left
Portsmouth on 13 May 1787, reaching Botany Bay on 18 January 1788."%
Some 191 marines under 18 officers accompanied the first Governor of New
South Wales, Captain Arthur Phillip. These guarded for the duration of the

journey a total of 717 convicts, of whom 188 were women.'®

Australia was not inherited or acquired through war. The opening up of the
Pacific during the seventieth and eighteenth centuries was one of the pivotal
phases in European expansion, the culmination of which was the scramble for
Africa in the late nineteenth century. The Dutch between 1606 and 1644 had
mapped much of the western and northern coasts. It was not, however, until
the exploration of James Cook in 1770 that the east coast was surveyed and
claimed in the name of the King.109 The convicts and their guards, therefore,
made up the majority of the colony’s early population. On disembarking, they

had to construct a habitable living environment along with pathways into the

102 Haythornthwaite, Colonial Wars Sourcebook, p. 63.
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interior.""°

Both soldiers and convicts had to endure similar hardships with
provisions perishing during the journey meaning reduced rations. By 1
November 1789, general shortages within the colony forced the
implementation of food rationing, the full ration being reduced by one-third.
Besides food, clothing was also affected as replacements were non

procurable.111

Peter Stanley states ‘most of the marines, prey to starvation,
lethargy and despair, departed without regret in December 1791".""2 The
newly formed New South Wales Corps arrived as the permanent colonial
garrison. Sir George Yonge, Under-Secretary to the War Office, implemented

the formation of this Corps during May 1789.""  As mentioned earlier, the

New South Corps became synonymous with the so-called Rum Rebellion.

Prior to this mutiny, the colony had begun to expand inland with the influx of
free settlers working alongside freed convicts, many of whom now owned
workable tracts of land. This produce could then be sold in what was
essentially a captive market due to the distance between Australia and
Britain. There were some imported goods: merchants introduced rum from
Bengal, potatoes from New Zealand to supplement the provisions being
grown, other supplies being shipped from South Africa, while exported goods
such as seal pelts were shipped to China."™* This period allowed those with
acumen to establish businesses, which could supply goods to the government

commissariat. Indeed, Stuart Macintyre has demonstrated that landowners

Cambndqe History of the British Empire, p. 66.
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Stanley, Remote Garrison, p 14.
Sutton Thompson, and Shorer, Military Forces, p. 2
Stuart Macintyre, A Concise History of Australia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), p. 38.




Chapter 1 Introduction 30

had a ready market in the government commissariat, which brought

agricultural produce for the issue of public rations.’"

Macintyre also suggests that military and civil officials utilised convict
labourers to work their farms thereby creating dual roles as public officers and
private entrepreneurs.116 This allowed the creation of a dual economy, ‘a
public sector, which included the government farm and its convict workers,
along with others labouring on construction projects and the provision of
services: a private sector of traders and farmers who benefited from the
mutual largesse’.117 Both sectors, however, were still dependent on Britain.
The government purchased or seized the land from the Aboriginal owners
while simultaneously providing the convict labour, with capital being injected

into the colony by Crown expenditure on the commissariat.''®

From a military perspective, the regiments stationed in Australia were used in
a similar role to those posted in South Africa as frontier policemen.'*® Over a
50-year period between 1788 and 1838, regiments were engaged in a series
of frontier skirmishes against the indigenous population. Tasmania also saw a
period of intense fighting culminating in 1830 in a war of ‘extermination’
otherwise known as the ‘Black Line’.'”® Similarities can be seen between

Australia and New Zealand, although the British authorities in New Zealand

did not try to exterminate the Maori population. However, regiments stationed

:Z Macintyre, Concise History, p. 38.
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Macintyre, Concise History, p. 38.
Connor, Australian Frontier Wars, p. 14.




Chapter 1 Introduction 31

in both countries fought an agrarian-based civilisation, which tilled and farmed
for certain periods of the year, then, if the circumstances permitted, would
fight. By contrast to the Maoris, Aboriginals were more nomadic, thereby
being somewhat harder to contain. When regiments were not required in the
field and were confined to garrison duties, however, they also undertook
administration, exploration and survey, developing infrastructure, and

protecting British interests from external enemies and internal revolt.'?’

As already suggested, the New South Wales Corps was the first regiment to
serve in Australia, the marines being assigned purely as prison escorts. This

Corps, according to Connor:

has become notorious in Australian history for the supposedly high
numbers of convicts in its ranks, the commercial activities of its

officers, and for its role in deposing Governor William Bligh in 1808."'%

The officers who commanded the New South Wales Corps had grievances or
quarrelled with successive governors. The Corps itself drew particular
criticism for its trafficking of rum, becoming known as ‘The Rum Corps’.'®
Ironically, the Rum Rebellion was not as, the name suggests, about rum.
Peter Stanley argues that the tensions between Bligh and Captain John

Macarthur resulted in Bligh being overthrown. Like other officers in the Corps,

Macarthur had prospered through the sale of wool and spirits and, if Bligh
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succeeded in withdrawing the Corps as he wished, then a loss of livelihood

would occur. Bligh for his part believed that the Corps had become corrupt

through service in a convict colony and had to be withdrawn,'?

Consequently, the Corps seized power on 26 January 1808 under the

instigation of Macarthur, and ineffectively and illegally ruled the colony for two
125

years. =" Legitimate British rule was eventually restored and the Corps was

returned to Britain being eventually disbanded in 1818. For their part the

officers were subjected to courts martial.’?®

Sydney was not the only town to have a military presence. Brisbane also had
a garrison after 1860, these soldiers having previously been utilised on the
penal station at Moreton Bay during 1824-1842 guarding civilian and military
prisoners.127 Simultaneously in Western Australia, between 1833 and 1840,
the 21% Regiment, the Royal Scots Fusiliers, was stationed within the
environs of Perth. The regiment's primary objective was to act as a frontier
constabulary, protecting settlers from Aboriginal attacks.'®® Geoff Blackburn
argues that, initially, the local tribes welcomed settlers but, from 1833, this

129

had dissolved into a style of guerrilla warfare. “~ As Lieutenant Bunbury wrote:

a few days after my return | was ordered over here to make war on the

natives, who have been very troublesome lately, robbing farms and
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committing other depredations, even attempting to spear white

1
people. %0

In fact, the colony in Western Australia was small with a ratio of Aborigines to
settlers of ten to one. Moreover, Blackburn discounts the idea that the
Aborigines were disadvantaged by the superior weapons of the whites and by
their own lack of resistance to European diseases.”' The 21% Regiment was
issued with the Baker rifle, deemed superior to the standard issue Brown

Bess musket.'

But, this does not answer why the indigenous population was
eventually subjugated, and Blackburn suggests that it was the combination of
a rapidly rising settler population, the style of warfare adopted by the local

Aborigines, and the lack of inter-tribal cooperation, which could not halt the

ever increasing number of Europeans arriving in Western Australia."*

The 21% Regiment's posting to Western Australia was not restricted to one
town. In total, some eight outposts were established giving a degree of

134

protection to the settlements. ™ Peter Burroughs writing on the actual

strength of Imperial regiments globally suggests:

The Victorian army remained numerically small, its manpower and
capabilities constantly overstretched by a multiplicity of commitments,
routine and emergency, scattered across the globe. Except possibly in

India, where British regulars operated alongside a large native army,

130 Blackburn, Conguest and Settlement, p. 19.
Blackburn, Conquest and Settlement, p. 20.
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garrisons throughout the empire were too sparse and thinly spread to
overawe local populations. Often their presence did not more than

betoken a power held in reserve, ready to be summoned when

necessary.'®

Certainly, though again not unusually, the available British forces in Australia

were for the best part spread across extremely large tracts of land.

Maurice Austin’s research has considered what might be termed the next
phase of the military presence in Australia between 1840 and 1850. Troops
posted to Australia were dispatched as and when required to New Zealand,
but from 1847 there was a permanent force within New Zealand.'®
Accordingly, coupled with the decreasing resistance from Aborigines, the

Australian garrison had other more mundane duties.

All regiments, for example, were required to assist in the construction of
viable coastal defences and, to this end, a whole series of small redoubts
were erected.””’ However, by 1826, the British government had begun to
argue for retrenchment. Australia, therefore, stalled on any further defensive
works. Many fell into disrepair, armaments being returned to stores, though
138

two strategic sites - Dawes’ Point and Fort Macquarie - were untouched.

The decision had much to do with the distance from Britain, and an increasing

134 Biackburn, Conquest and Settlement, chapter 4.

Peter Burroughs, ‘Imperial Defence and the Victorian Army’, Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 15,
1, 1986, p. 58.

See Chapter 2 below on the introduction of troops to New Zealand.
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desire emerging that Australia should pay for its own defence. The British
government would, if necessary, assist by providing any monetary outgoings
in the form of wages to military personnel, but these would then be repaid by

the colonial government.

Austin is much concerned with the statistics of military movements to
Australia. Moreover, he does not discuss any form of infrastructure. In many
respects, this also applies to the other studies of the garrison in Australia.
The only mention, indeed, is in Peter Stanley’s work, consisting of a picture
showing convicts on road duty.139 Indeed, it would appear that it was the
convicts who constructed the transport infrastructure, the military merely
guarding them while they did so. Nevertheless, military officers were

responsible for much of the surveying that gradually opened up Australia for

settlement.

In some ways, given that it was a frontier society, a useful comparison can
also be drawn between New Zealand and the United States in its westwards
expansion. In the American case, there was little option other than to build as
the frontier army moved, the American military being closely involved in both

exploration and also the opening up of newly acquired lands.

In 1820 Colonel Zachary Taylor, a future President of the United States, was

quoted as saying that ‘the ax, pick, saw and trowel, has become more the

139
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implement of the American soldier than the cannon, musket or sword’.'*°

This in part dispels the popular myth that the army’s primary role was to
subjugate the indigenous populace. indeed, Michael Tate has defined the role

of the American army as being multipurpose,141

in that the army not only
patrolled but also provided medical assistance as and when required, and
undertook scientific exploration of the land. Garrisons were encouraged to
grow crops, which could either be sold or used to supplement army rations.
Tate and another historian, Robert Frazer, have also shown that the army
stimulated economic growth in the Southwest and West. In fact, Frazer has
primarily looked at the revenue generated by having the army in close
proximity to a town. Indeed, in 1848, troops deployed in New Mexico were
reduced to 200 officers and men, comprising of three companies of First
Dragoons.™  Frazer argues that the downside to this was a ‘drastic
curtailment of purchasing power, both that of the army and army
personnel’.*® Fewer troops meant fewer supplies, the knock on effect being a
substantial decrease in expenditure in New Mexico and also of trade in
‘imported’ goods from Fort Leavenworth.'** While Frazer's has concentrated
on New Mexico, Tate’'s research has looked at a much wider geographical
area and reveals other aspects of the military presence. Doctors assigned to
forts, for example, provided a medical service to the outlying settlements and

charged a suitable fee. The service was carried out at the discretion of the

company commanders for Congress had not officially sanctioned a policy of

140 .
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helping civilians.'*® The most common problem encountered were accidental
wounds resulting from falls from, or as a consequence of being run over by,
wagons, while the most common and potentially life-threatening illness was

146

cholera.”™ Without medical assistance many of the settlers would have died

on their overland journey to the West coast.

Tate has also argued that it was the army and not the settlers who were
largely responsible for ‘opening’ up the West. The construction of roads was
primarily for military use since the army needed an efficient way to link the
outlying forts and posts; these roads also allowed settlers to move inexorably
infand from the Eastern coast. The army were also utilised as postal workers
and surveyors, pioneering the use of the telegraphic services and boring for
water. A comparison can be seen here between New Zealand and America,
both garrisons being used to construct roads, and being paid extra to do so.
The Americans were given between 15 and 25 cents, while the British regular
was given 10s daily, with each British regiment being rotated on a weekly
basis. Medical officers attested that this form of manual labour was more
beneficial to the health of the soldier, in comparison to the monotony of

7

regimental drilling."*’  As already stated, British regiments had also been

used on road construction of the Durban-Pietermaritzburg road.™® It will be

recalled, however, that this was not the case in Australia. '*°

145 Tate, Frontier Army, p. 175.
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America also differed from British colonies in a greater reluctance to use the
army in aid to the civil power in the event of disturbances. After the American
Revolution those who had fought the British opposed the formation of a large
standing army and, more importantly, direct military authority over civilians."®
If unavoidable, then the United States regular army was to be used in civil
disturbances only if the posse comitatus'®’ was invoked. This law allowed the
army to provide protection or aid when the unrest or actions of others had
made the situation untenable. Kansas was an example, where the military
were used to maintain peace during confrontations between pro- and anti-

slavery factions in the 1850's."%

Tate has also shown that the army provided military escorts for prisoners or
detained civilian prisoners in post guardhous.es.153 Officers who assisted
sheriffs and magistrates were in some cases brought to justice for the
infringement of civil liberties, but due to the American judiciary system most
cases were dismissed.”™ Further research into the American army's
perceived impact on the West by Paul Prucha has also demonstrated that, at
least in theory, if the rights of the Indians were infringed, then the army was
given full jurisdiction to apprehend and charge squatters and whiskey runners
who had trespassed onto Indian held land.” In other ways, the American

army differed greatly from the British in undertaking more science based

150 Tate, Erontier Army, p. 80.
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projects, which many British officers of the time would have considered

unnecessary for all that some Biritish soldiers were scientifically-minded.

Based on the work done on some the colonies and some other garrisons
either in Britain or the United States, a number of areas can be readily
identified for potential investigation in terms of the British military presence in
New Zealand and its relationship to civil society. Concerns regarding health
and prostitution, for example, were common to military authorities in both
Windsor and India generally, though evidence concerning religious life and
educational provision is really only available for Windsor. Military crime was a
constant problem in Britain, Montreal, Australia and Pietermaritzburg while
the need to provide aid to the civil power was a role to be planned for in both
Montreal and Pietermaritzburg. At the same time, as in Montreal and
Pietermaritzburg, the military might be expected to play a role in civic
ceremonial. To a greater extent perhaps in the United States than in any
British colony, the frontier army was instrumental in constructing the
infrastructure for civil society as well as stimulating economic growth, but
there were at least elements of this role replicated in Australia and Natal. In
particular, this study will concentrate on matters of supply, health, discipline
and wider social inter-action between soldiers and civilians in New Zealand
with particular reference to Auckland. It will be necessary, however, first to
establish the reasons for the establishment of the British military presence in

New Zealand as a whole, and, second, to outline the form of the presence in

Auckland itself.
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Before turning to these questions, it would be useful very briefly here to cover
the period of early colonisation. New Zealand appeared to have no strategic
importance. The country was away from the regular shipping routes and had
nothing of any apparent value. Able Janszoon Tasman undertook the first
documented exploration in 1642; Tasman had sailed along the West coast.'*®
The indigenous Maori population subsequently attacked Tasman'’s ships and
he departed without any attempt to land.”™ Effectively, it was not until 1769

that New Zealand was ‘rediscovered,’*® when James Cook explored the

coastline.

It was standard practice in the eighteenth century to claim a country in the
name of a monarch. Cook was no different and claimed parts of New Zealand
for George 111."*° Claudia Orange argues that Britain neither confirmed nor
followed up the claims immediately but the voyage had opened up the
possibility of further British intrusion."®® During the intervening years there was
a perceptible rise in the European population, located in key areas along the
coastline. The main township was at Kororareka in the Bay of Islands. The
first official representative posted to New Zealand, James Busby, arrived as
British Resident in 1833. Busby's role, however was that of a figurehead, with
no powers to enforce legislation or to punish offenders.”® The New South
Wales Treasury was apathetic in relation to paying and assisting him and

Britain adopted a similar stance with regards to Busby’'s appeals for a
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warship.162 It is widely accepted that it was only French actions in the Pacific
that prompted the British to act. It later transpired that the French threat was
not serious but the scaremongering had achieved its aims. The British
government was then forced to annex New Zealand due to the actions of the

New Zealand Company in 1839."%°

The New Zealand Company had established a settlement at Port Nicholson
(Wellington), situated on the southern end of the North Island. In the
meantime, the British government had also appointed another representative,
William Hobson RN, as the first Lieutenant Governor of New Zealand."®
During his governorship Hobson drew up a treaty with the Maori population,
which granted them many rights as well as crown protection. The treaty was
signed on 6 February 1840, becoming known as the Treaty of Waitangi after
the village where the meeting was held. As will become apparent, the treaty

and the New Zealand Company’s activities in relation to it the provoked

hostilities on the part of the Maori.

Peter Burroughs has suggested that ‘the army’s exploits and sacrifices in
extending the frontiers of empire and upholding Pax Britannica, if not wholly
ignored, have been considered little worthy of serious study.’ %% This is hardly
true of New Zealand, however, given the attention given to the fighting against
the Maoris. Initially, troops were not stationed in New Zealand; they were

‘shipped’ across as and when necessary since New Zealand was still under

161 Orange, ‘Maori People’, pp. 38-42.

o Orange, ‘Maori People’, pp. 38-42.

164 Condiiffe and Airey, Short History, p. 57.
Condiiffe and Airey, Short History, p. 60.



Chapter 1 Introduction 42

the protection of New South Wales. However, it was realised during the
Northern War of 1846-47 that the British authorities had been caught
unprepared. Due in part to the indecisiveness of the Governor of New South
Wales, Sir George Gipps, in not taking Governor FitzRoy's despatches
seriously enough, troops were not sent until the contentious flagstaff at the
heart of the initial dispute had been felled for the fourth time and Kororareka
destroyed.166 It was with the ending of hostilities in the Bay of Islands in 1847
that it was deemed imperative that a semi-permanent force be stationed on

the North Island.

The newly established capital of Auckland already had some rudimentary
barracks established on the site of a former P_a_.167 British forces had
reinforced the defensive perimeter, also constructing living quarters for the
troops. However, what was to be called Fort Britomart did not have the
capacity to hold large numbers of troops. Nor did it conform to the current
thinking on the healthiness of barracks due to its lack of proper
accommodation, fresh water and adequate sanitation. Therefore, FitzRoy
authorised in 1845 the construction of new larger barracks, which also, if the
need arose, could shelter the civilian population. Thus began the more

permanent military presence in Auckland.

This chapter has shown that the British army was not just used to subjugate
the indigenous population in the colonies. Indeed, regiments performed a

variety of roles in interacting with the settler population. In particular, in some

165
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cases, regiments were utilised in certain colonies to assist in creating the
transport infrastructure. This was a role also undertaken by the American
army so that it could move quickly and efficiently into the interior. In many
respects, both the British and American armies became multi-purpose,
undertaking tasks in the colonies or on the frontier that were usually assigned
to civilians in Britain or on the eastern seaboard of the United States. |If
military personnel had not undertaken these roles then, in reality, it would
have been all but impossible for unskilled civilians to have surveyed, drilled
for water, or built roads. The notable exceptions to this were India, which had
at least a rudimentary communications infrastructure prior to the British
arrival, and Canada, which had enjoyed a degree of development under its
former French masters, albeit mostly on the eastern seaboard. As previously
indicated, however, in addition to examining the army’s contribution to the
development of Auckland, this study will also concentrate upon such other
aspects of the military presence as health, discipline and wider social inter-

action between soldiers and civilians.

166 o . .
167 Buick, Rebellion Of Hone Heke, p. 97.
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The aim of this chapter is to describe the gradual introduction of the Imperial
garrison into New Zealand. A largely chronological approach is somewhat
unavoidable. The fluctuations of troop strength in the colony, together with the
sequence of arrivals and departures, have been largely determined by
reference to secondary sources. The latter, however, have been

supplemented and, in some cases, corrected by consultation of relevant

primary material.

What must be taken into consideration with respect to New Zealand is, first,
its location: it was the most remote piece of British territory. Second, there is
the question of the availability of troops in the Southern Hemisphere either to
garrison the islands, or to be sent there to quell any possible uprising from the
indigenous population. If troops were required in the event of a hostile
uprising they had to be requested from continental Australia, Tasmania or
Norfolk Island." Whether or not these troops were sent to New Zealand was
at the discretion of the Governor of New South Wales since, as mentioned
previously, New Zealand was deemed part of New South Wales during this
period. This, in theory, eliminated the need for a permanent garrison to be
posted in New Zealand. However, the actions of Hone Heke, chief of the
Ngapuhi tribe, in challenging British rule eventually necessitated a permanent
garrison being stationed in the colony, including Auckland, in 1845. The
garrison was to remain until the final withdrawal of imperial troops from New

Zealand in 1870.

! Stanley, Remote Garrison, p. 10.



Chapter 2 Troop Introduction into New Zealand 45

Troop strength in the Southern Hemisphere, and New Zealand in particular,
varied greatly. Austin’s work shows that the number of troops stationed in
New Zealand from 1840 to 1850 fluctuated wildly. In 1840, of course, no
Imperial troops were stationed in New Zealand. By 1848, however, some
1,875 troops were posted in the field or in barracks; this figure then dropped
back down to 1,757 by 1850.% The number of troops rose again around 1860
when close to 7,000 troops were posted in the North Island, of which 4,000
were in the Auckland province alone.® Prior to the first Imperial regiments
entering New Zealand, the British representative, James Busby, had been
instructed to prevent, as best he could, European violence towards Maori,
and to protect well-disposed settlers and traders.” Yet, Busby had neither
police nor troops to enforce this, his only recourse being to form groups of

local residents to pursue offenders.

in 1839 William Hobson, the eventual Lieutenant Governor of New Zealand,
had expressed concern about the lack of troops to uphold or enforce his
authority against the warlike nature of the Maori population. Interestingly, The

New Zealand Journal published a letter in 1840 suggesting the raising of a

Maori military unit although primarily against the possibility of any French
incursion. Much as in India or South Africa, British officers would command
such a native army.® Initially, Sir George Gipps's efforts to provide Hobson

with a sufficient military force amounted to just a sergeant and four troopers

2 Austin, Army in Australia, p. 98.
8 Belich, New Zealand Wars, p. 125.
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of the mounted police, who had been sent primarily as bodyguards to Hobson
rather than to keep the peace in New Zealand.® Hobson had been entrusted
with gaining the signatures of the principal chiefs to swear allegiance to
Queen Victoria. R. D. Crosby raises the valid point that it was unrealistic to
suggest that the mere signing of a treaty promising protection from a Queen
who had no substantial body of troops, could in itself bring about peace.7 Lord
John Russell had authorised Gipps in December 1839 to dispatch 100 men
once Hobson had formally become Lieutenant-Governor of New Zealand.
Austin notes that the original mounted policemen did not return to Sydney
until May 1842. These were further supplemented by 84 men of the go™

Regiment under the command of Major Bunbury. ®

The 80" was one of twelve regiments posted to Australia between 1840 and
1850. Eventually, according to Austin, twelve regiments were also to be
posted to New Zealand between 1847 and 1863. By contrast, A J Harrop only
lists eleven, but if their lists are compared then a more precise figure of troop
strength and movement can be ascertained. Austin, for example, has relied
largely on the WO 17 series held in the Public Record Office, which details
the regiments stationed in the Southern Hemisphere between 1840 and 1850.
It has to be borne in mind, however, that, other than regiments of foot, men
from the Commissariat, Medical Corps, Royal Engineers and Royal Artillery
also served both in Australia and New Zealand. Peter Stanley has suggested

that a posting to the Southern Hemisphere was actually considered a black

5 Buick, Rebellion of Hone Heke, p. 14.

7 R. D. Crosby, Musket Wars (Auckland: Reed, 1999), p. 347. Crosby’s aim is to cover the inter-tribal wars, 1806-
45.

8 Austin, Army in Australia, p. 95.
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mark against a regiment since it was anticipated that no battle honours were
likely be added to the Regimental Colours. ° Sifting through the evidence of
all the troop ships destined for Australia and Van Diemen’s Land, it can be

calculated that only ten sailed directly to New Zealand during the years 1840-

1850."°

Initially, the small British force in New Zealand was ill prepared for a direct
confrontation with the Maori population. When the first signs of Maori
discontent against British rule appeared in 1844, the then Governor, Robert
FitzZRoy RN, had no option but to seek military assistance from New South
Wales. Troops were required to stem any possible attack on Auckland, which
had quickly become one of the main settlements, or its environs, by Hone
Heke, whose tribal land was in the Bay of Islands. Heke had for many years
made a lucrative living by charging a fee on ships entering the Bay and
landing at the small town of Kororareka. A missionary, Samuel Marsden,
commented that ‘every scene of riot and drunkenness and prostitution are
carried on daily’."" Kororareka in the eyes of the missionaries was Sodom and
Gomorrah of the Pacific Ocean.'? This had all changed with the onset of
British rule, the Ordinance Bill of 1841, and with the imposition of customs
tariffs, which had severely affected Heke’s livelihood, as the amount of
shipping visiting the bay had been reduced. These ships now visited ports
that were free from British influence and taxes.”” Heke had become

increasingly frustrated by the actions of the British and Colonial governments,

® Stanley, Remote Garrison, p. 7.
11‘: Austin, Army in Australia, Appendix I1.
Chris Pugsley, ‘Walking Heke's War ‘, New Zealand Defence Quarterly, Winter 1993, p. 12,
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and, in an act of defiance, he felled the Flagstaff which he considered to be
an affront to his mana (prestige) and the symbol of British rule in the area.
His actions were brought to the attention of the Governor who implemented a

plan to curb Heke and restore the status quo in the Bay of Islands. ™

The troops available to put down this insurrection amounted to a company of
90 men of the 80" based in Auckland: there were no troops at all at the Bay.
FitzRoy considered these to be insufficient and sent an urgent appeal to
Sydney for troop reinforcements. The barque Sydney was sent to the Bay of
Islands with 160 men and officers of the 99™ Regiment. These forces were
soon joined by H.M.S. Hazard and the government brig Victoria which had a
detachment of the 96" under the command of Lieut. Colonel Hulme, as well
as the Governor himself."® According to James Cowan, FitzRoy and Hulme
were ready to start hostilities against Heke, but a meeting was held at
Waimate between FitzRoy and the other chiefs of the Ngapuhi tribe. The
tribes requested that the troops recently deployed be reassigned to their
previous stations, and the customs duties, which had led to the felling of the
flagstaff, be removed. These chiefs, in return, agreed to keep Heke in check
and to protect the Europeans in the local environs. FitzRoy, for his part,
agreed to the troop withdrawal and making the bay a free port.16 The troops
were ordered to stand down and return to their respective bases. There was a

period of uneasy peace in the Bay of Islands, which held for a few months.

12 Pugsley, ‘Walking Heke's War', p. 12. The bay was known as ‘Hell Side’ as the Maori women used to go out to
the ships.
® Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 16.
" Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 16.
' Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p 18.
Cowan, New Zealand Wars, I, p. 19.
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By October, however, Heke had slowly increased the attacks on Europeans
who had settled outside Kororareka. This continued for the rest of the year
and into January 1845, when Heke felled the flagstaff for a second time.
FitzRoy was distressed that the chiefs had been unable to halt Heke’s

actions. In a letter to Hulme, FitzRoy outlined his course of action:

There is no longer any doubt as to the necessity of employing the
military in active operations at the Bay of Islands. | have exhausted
every means of averting such a course, but in vain. There is a limit
beyond which forbearance and peaceful conduct cannot be carried out
without becoming injurious to the permanent welfare of the community,

and that limit | have fully arrived. "’

In a show of British military strength FitzRoy ordered Hulme to send a
detachment of 30 men of the 96" Regiment to Kororareka. Simultaneously,
he appealed to Sir George Gipps for naval and military assistance and

recalled Acting Commander Robertson and H.M.S. Hazard from Wellington in

readiness for the forthcoming military operations in the Bay of Islands.
January 1845 saw the first signs of the British military response to Heke’s
actions. The Victoria sailed into Kororareka with the detachment of the 96"
and the Colonial Secretary, Dr. Sinclair. At Sinclair’s insistence, and against
the protest of the local populace, a temporary pole was erected on the site of
the previous one. Sinclair had no real concept of the fighting capabilities of

the Maoris. Indeed, he was quoted as saying ‘that with thirty soldiers all the

7 Buick, Hone Heke'’s Rebellion, p. 48.
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powers of Maoridom could be defied’. Heke's response on seeing the newly

erected pole was to fell it again the following Monday.

Heke's actions were the prelude to the start of a prolonged military build-up in
Kororareka. In particular, Maiki Hill, the site where the flagstaff stood, was
now the scene of intense activity with sailors and soldiers working on a series
of defensive measures to ensure that any future flagstaffs remained standing.
They created a defensive ring around the flagstaff, and its lower portion was
encased in iron to repel any attempts to fell it. A blockhouse was also
constructed lower down the hill to house 20 soldiers; a redoubt was erected
that housed three old cannon, and in the town itself a stockade was built to
provide shelter for the civilian populace.19 FitzRoy has been quoted as saying
it was ‘a mere stick’, but this stick along with the Union Jack was the sign of
British intent to stay in New Zealand.?® With these measures now completed
the British forces awaited the response from Heke. In accordance with Maori
chivalry no attempt was made to keep the timing of the impending attack from
the British and the local population. Acting Commander Robertson, the most
senior officer in Kororareka, supplemented the garrison, which usually
consisted of two officers, and 52 NCOs and soldiers of the 96" along with the
local militia of 110 armed men, with 45 sailors and marines, Robertson also

landed a naval gun to cover the town from the south-west in case of a Maori

attack.®'

'® Buick, Hone Heke's Rebellion, p . 49.
1 Gibson, Maori Wars, p. 30.

20 Belich, New Zealand Wars, p. 33.
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The regular forces may have under-estimated the fighting capabilities of the
Ngapuhi tribe and the tactical awareness they showed in the ensuing battle.
The British were hoping to intimidate the Maori with superior firepower and
force Heke to submit to total British rule. This, however, was not the outcome.
Regulars, marines and militia along with local police, acted and fought as they
saw fit, instead of working together cohesively.?* These basic errors allowed
Kororareka to be razed to the ground and Heke to claim victory. In doing so
he generated the need for the provision of a permanent Imperial force in New
Zealand. The previous January, FitzZRoy had written to Gipps making a further
appeal for military aid, stating that ‘a strong permanent reinforcement of the
military in this colony had now become absolutely indispensable to prevent
plunder and massacre.’ % Gipps had misunderstood the urgency of Fitzroy's

letter and delayed sending troop reinforcements for a month.

The fall of Kororareka was achieved by a three-pronged attack orchestrated
by Heke, who had now been joined by Kawiti, a chief whose mana was equal
to that of Heke, as well as the Kapotai Hapu sub-tribe of the Ngapuhi. The
first attack led by Kawiti outflanked the regulars under Robertson’s command,
who were forced to abandon the gun they had brought ashore with severe
losses: Robertson was severely wounded and four seamen and a sergeant of
the marines were also killed. The abandoned gun was spiked. Further up the
hill blockhouses guarding the flagstaff came under attack in a crossfire

effectively pinning down the regulars who were housed in them. While these

2 Cowan, New Zealand Wars, !, p. 30.
» Buick, Hone Heke's Rebellion, p. 97.
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troops were being detained, Heke felled the flagstaff for the last time.?* The
British for their part retreated to the ships anchored in the Bay to consider
their next move. Heke had not intended to destroy Kororareka: his quarrel
was not with the civilians, but with the British government. The surviving
forces shelled the town from the ships anchored in the bay and, in doing so,
paved the way for widespread looting by both sides. The British forces sailed

out of Kororareka the following day. 2

When news of the losses and the destruction of Kororareka reached
Auckland, many of the local population, fearing that Heke and the entire
Ngapuhi tribe would descend and destroy them, sold, or simply left, their
homes and shops and fled to Australia. One example was an Auckland
landlord who sold three of his establishments for the grand sum of £15.%°
FitzRoy again sent dispatches to Gipps asking for troop reinforcements,
James Belich cites 215 men and officers of the 58" being dispatched. This
figure is not correct as Belich only used one piece of the evidence (WO
1/433). In any case, the Auckland Militia was formed and drilled by instructors
from the regulars. The defensive measures, which had been partly
implemented by Major Bunbury and the 80" Regiment, now consisted of
fortifying Britomart Point by constructing stone barracks on the site of a
former Pa (fortified village). Belich's figure of 215 men is actually only for the
last detachment of troops landed in Auckland. On 22 March some 162
officers and men of the 58" had arrived from Sydney, bolstered two days later

by a further 55 officers and men from the same regiment. Finally, in April the

2 Belich, New Zealand Wars, p. 37; Cowan, New Zealand Was, |, p. 31.
% Belich, New Zealand Wars, p. 37.
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remainder of the 58" arrived, comprising 215 officers and men under the
command of Major Cyprian Bridge. The total figure for troops deployed in
Auckland, not allowing for the g™ Regiment, therefore, is 432 officers and
men: this is double Belich’s figure. By adding the 96" and the local volunteer

force of 50 men the total is brought to 470.%’

This expeditionary force was despatched to the Bay of Islands to secure the
surrender of Heke. The threat of Auckland being attacked had passed and so
only a small force was left there as a precautionary measure. Moreover, the
chief of the Waikato tribe, Te Wherowhero, had promised to protect the town
from any Ngapuhi attack.”® On landing at Kororareka, the expeditionary force
under the command of Hulme first hoisted the flag then attacked and
captured a Pa and its chief Pomare, who was believed to be collaborating
with Heke. Hulme then decided to focus his attention on the capture of
Heke.”® The regular and volunteer forces were also aided by tribes, who had
declared their loyalty to the British crown. Of these, the most influential was
the chief of the Ngati-Hao tribe, Tamati Waka Nene, who was to join Hulme

and later Colonel Despard in fighting Heke. 30

As the force began to move inland the first signs of how it was to be supplied
become apparent. The Commissariat Department had not allowed for the
difficulty of the terrain, which made the available land transport not viable for

the journey into the interior. This is highlighted by Buick, who shows that

% Belich, New Zealand Wars, p.37.

77 Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 35.
2 cowan, New Zealand Was, |, p. 35.
2 Belich, New Zealand Wars, p. 41.

0 Cowan, New Zealand Wars, 1, p. 35.
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when Huime’s attempts to take Puketutu Pa failed he had marched back to
camp only to find that the commissariat had failed to procure food for the
troops. This remained the situation for 30 hours until a bullock was caught
and slaughtered.’’ From a military perspective, Hulme's expedition had been
a failure, although the majority of the blame was directed at FitzRoy for the ill-
considered policy, which had hurried an imperfectly equipped force into the

wilds against an enemy of unknown strength. %

In June 1845 more troops reinforcements arrived in Auckland from Sydney,
consisting of 200 officers and men of the 99" under the command of Lieut.
Colonel Henry Despard, an officer of considerable Indian experience. He had
been empowered by Sir Maurice O’Connell % to assume command of all the
troops in New Zealand, with the temporary rank of Colonel on the Staff.
According to Gibson, Despard was of a fiery and impatient disposition, which
was not alleviated by a generous share of bovine stupidity. 3 Despard was
ordered to mount another expedition and defeat Heke. The troops assembled
for this purpose amounted to 880 officers and men, who were camped at

Kerikeri mission station. The composition of this force was as follows:

Colonel Despard, 99" Regiment, commanding
58" Regiment, Major Bridge, 270 men

99" Regiment, Major MacPherson, 180 men

* Buick, Hone Heke's Rebellion, p. 120.

2 Gowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 49.

% There were two Maurice O'Connell’s, father and son. The father commanded the British troops in NSW from
1838. He was in command of the 73" Regiment, and was appointed Lieut. Governor the following year. He occupied
the same position again in 1841, was nominated to the NSW Legislative Council in 1843, and remained in charge of
the military until 1847. He died in 1848.

84 Buick, Hone Heke's Rebellion, p. 136; Gibson, Maori Wars, p. 45.
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96" Regiment, Lieut. Colonel Hulme, 70 men

Marines, H.M.S. Hazard, Acting Commander Johnson and
Lieutenant Phillpotts, 30 men

Auckland Volunteers, Lieutenant Figg, 80 men

Native allies, Tamati Waka Nene 250

Total: 880 °

They fared, however, no better than Hulme’s previous attempts to capture
Heke. The storming of the Ohaeawai Pa ended with another defeat for the

British forces. The New Zealand Government Gazette for 7 July 1845 listed

the casualties for the regular forces, although there was no mention of native
losses. In all, the return and wounded of the force under command of Colonel

Despard, 99" Regiment, from 30 June to 1 July 1845 was recorded as

follows:

Her Majesty’'s Ship Hazard. Lieutenant Phillpotts killed, 1
seaman killed, 2 seamen wounded, 1 private of the Royal Marines
killed.

Her Majesty’s 58" Regiment. Captain Grant killed, 3 sergeants
and 11 rank and file killed, 2 sergeants and 33 rank and file wounded,

2 privates since dead.

Her Majesty’s 96" Regiment. 3 rank and file killed, 3 rank and

file wounded.

% Buick, Hone Heke's Rebellion, p. 152.
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Her Majesty’s 99" Regiment. 1 sergeant and 14 rank and file
killed, Bt Major MacPherson severely wounded, Lieutenant Beatty
ditto, Lieutenant Johnston slightly wounded, Ensign O’ Reilly severely
wounded, 1 sergeant and 21 rank and file wounded, 2 privates since
dead.

Volunteers (Pioneers) 4 rank and file wounded.

Mr Henry Clarke, interpreter to the force, severely wounded.*®

One third of the men fell in the attack on Ohaeawai Pa and, during the eight
days over which the operation continued, one quarter of the British soldiers
under Despard’s command were either killed or wounded; a figure of 490
casualties was enclosed in the report.*” This was nearly half of the combined

regular, volunteers and native troops sent inland to secure Heke’s capture.

The aftermath of the Ohaeawai campaign saw the 96" under Hulme
withdrawn from any further action in The Bay of Islands. Instead, the 96™ took
on garrison duties, replacing the recently vacated by a detachment of the 58"
under Captain Matson, who had sailed to the Bay of Islands to replace the
96™. Fitzroy's troubled governership now faced a new problem in the south of
the North Island, which would stretch the resources of the regular forces now
stationed in New Zealand even further. The 96" were now transferred to
Wellington where they joined another 400 troops who had been readied for

action due to the increasing tension over land rights between the local tribes

* PRO, WO1/433, Papers relating to operations against the natives in New Zealand.
¥ PRO, WO1/433.
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and the New Zealand Company. *® This posting for the 96" began on 24

February 1846. By September 1845 FitzRoy had received his notice of

dismissal; his replacement was Captain George Grey, who had been the

Governor of South Australia from 1839 to 1845.%°

The New Zealander from 4 October 1845 to 31 January 1846 reported

regimental movements across three countries Australia, Van Diemen’s Land

and New Zealand. According to a report it had culled from one Sydney

newspaper:

great preparations are being made for sending troops down to New

Zealand. About 300 men and officers of the 58™ will shortly be ready to

embark, and we hear that a detachment of grenadiers from the 99™.

Several 24 pounders, bullocks, horses, and a large store of

ammunition are also to be sent.

During November and December further reports stated that:

we perceive by the Hobart Town papers, that the commissariat in Van

Diemen’s land, are entering into contracts for the conveyance of 8

officers and 212 NCO’s and privates from Norfolk Island, of the 58"

regiment to New Zealand and likewise, for the removal hence of the

detachment of the 99th for Sydney and of the 96" to Launceston.

32 Buick, Hone Heke's Rebellion, p. 190.
% Edmund Bohan, To Be a Hero: A Biography of George Grey (New Zealand: Harper Collins, 1998), p. 46.
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Army orders have been transmitted to New South Wales, to detach six
companies, belonging to the 58" 96", and 99" to New Zealand six
companies of the 14 regiment on their passage to New South Wales

are also ordered to be despatched to New Zealand.

By January 1846, these forces had been assembled and had landed in

Auckland:

the military force already here received additional reinforcements by
the arrival of the barque Lioyds from Sydney on Sunday last with 100

rank and file 99" regiment, under the command of Major Last, Captain

Armstrong, Lieut. De Winton. *°

During Grey's term of office, there was further increase in the troops stationed
in New Zealand. Grey, of course, had inherited the conflict that was raging
through the Bay of Islands, and sought a speedy resolution to the matter. All
available forces in Auckland were now sent north, these in manpower

amounting to 1,100 men, excluding the friendly Maori.

Colonel Despard was again placed in overall military command of this racially

diversified military force, which comprised:

40 Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington (hereafter ATL), New Zealander for 4 October, 15 November, and 13
December 1845, and 31 January 1846.
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Seamen of H.M.S. Castor, North Star, Racehorse and H.E.l.C.

Elphinstone, under Captain Graham and Commander Hay, R.N.
Officers 33, men 280

Lieutenant Wilmot R.A., and Captain Marlow, R.E., 2

Royal Marines (Captain Langford) 4 officers and 80 men

58" Regiment (Lieutenant. Colonel Wynward) 20 Officers and
543 men.

oo™ Regiment (Captain Reed) 7 Officers and 150 men

H.E.I.C. Artillery (Lieutenant Leeds) 1 Officer and 15 men
Volunteers from Auckland (Captain Atkyns) 1 Officer and 42
men

Total 68 Officers and 1,100 men plus a further 450 natives. 41

Most of the 58" Regiment, which would be one of the longest serving
regiments in New Zealand, arrived from Sydney. 42 These men under Colonel
Despard’s command fought the campaign, which historians would later term
the Northern War. The British victory at Ruapekapeka was achieved by
invading the Pa, after the Maoris had vacated it. According to both Cowan
and Belich, Hone Heke and Kawiti had left Ruapekapeka in order to ambush
the troops as they took the Pa. By contrast, Gibson argues that it was during
the Sunday Service that the Pa was taken while most of its inhabitants were

praying outside. Either way, the capture of this stronghold effectively ended

the war in the North.*®

*! Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 75.

:z Una Platts, Auckland: The Lively Capital (Auckland: Avon Fine Prints, 1971), p. 205.
Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 84; Belich, New Zealand Wars, p. 62; Gibson, Maori Wars, p. 62.
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The culmination of the war in the North did not mean an end to hostilities in
New Zealand. During Grey’s first term in office there would be sporadic
outbreaks of fighting between regular and Maori forces and Grey perceived
that the available troop strength would need to be increased. The fledgling
New Zealand government had, by the end of 1845, the support of around
1,000 regular troops, with the exception of two companies, which had been
garrisoned in Auckland, and some men of the 58" who had been stationed in
the Bay of Islands. The remainder of these forces were now relocated to
Wellington where they would be put to use restoring the peace in its

environs.*

According to R. |. M. Burnett, troop strength in Wellington was initially low.
During FitzRoy’s term of office plans were made for the construction of a fort
to hold 30 men, as a way of placating the settlers who were being harassed
by the Ngatitoa tribe in the Hutt valley outside of Wellington.** By April 1845,
100 men of the 58" had arrived from Auckland and Sydney. Troop figures
rose again when a further 175 officers and men re-joined the 58"‘,
supplemented by 100 men of the 99", It was not until February 1846 that
there was a more sizeable increase in troop strength, when 600 men of the
96™ under the command of Hulme were posted to Wellington. This was
followed by a detachment of the og™ Regiment, which had sailed directly from

Sydney to Wellington and therefore landed at the same time as the 96"

* Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 91.
“5 R.I. M. Burnett, The Paremata Barracks (Wellington: Government printer, 1963), p. 12.
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disembarked. The 58" Regiment was also posted to the south of the island.

The Wellington regiments therefore consisted of the following:

96™ Regiment. One Captain, four subalterns and 73 non-
commissioned officers and privates.

99" Regiment. One field officer, two captains, six subalterns
and 250 non-commissioned officers and men.

58" Regiment. One field officer, two captains four subalterns

and 202 and two non-commissioned officers and men.

As well as the above regiments, a detachment of the Royal Attillery was also
stationed in the town. This brought the total troop strength in Wellington to
some 800 men. *° This force was initially stationed at the Mount Cook and
Thorndon barracks, but was subsequently sub-divided to man forts,
blockhouses and barracks in the Hutt valley. They were aided by militia and
volunteer forces. Fort Richmond, for example, housed both regular and militia
forces. It was situated near a river for ease of transport and communications,

and was occupied on 20 April 1845 by the 58" Regiment. +’

By 1846 Maoris located in the Hutt valley had begun to attack outlying
homesteads in order to claim back their tribal land. Governor Grey perceived
that, like the Military and civilians, Maoris used the navigable rivers as a
means of transport. Coupled with the largely impenetrable bush, this led him

to decide to construct a new barrack located at Porirua. It was near the

% Burnett, Paremata, p. 12; Cowan, New Zeatand Wars, 1, p. 100.
Burnett, Paremata, p. 12.
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Paremata ferry for transport but, strategically, it was opposite the Pa of a chief

who would become the main antagonist, Te Rangihaeata. *°

Some 220 men of the 58", 96", and 99" were ordered to Porirua, firstly as a
visible sign of deterrence, but also to aid in the construction of a stone
barracks. The early camp was fairly rudimentary with fresh water for cooking
and bathing. Equipment supplied to the troops for protection against the
weather proved to be woefully ineffective. It was found that the tents supplied
to the men were either rotten or leaked in the first deluge of the winter rains.*

W. Tyrone Power’s Sketches in New Zealand gives an indication of life in this

tented camp:

The camp is a miserable place in the midst of sand hills on the sea
shore, and completely exposed to the violent gales which are very
frequent at this season. There is slight stockade around the small reed
huts in which officers and men live, without chairs and tables, and with
only a couple of blankets for a bed: this in a dry climate might be well
enough, but here, where it has poured incessantly for six weeks, is no

joke. %0

The barracks were finally completed by 7 August 1847.°"

:3 Burnett, Paremata, p. 14; Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 103.
° Burnett, Paremata, p. 15.
50 w. Tyrone Power, Sketches in New Zealand (Christchurch: Capper Press, 1974), pp. 11-12. Power was Deputy
Assistant Commissary General.
Burnett, Paremata, p. 18.
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The first military actions against the Maoris living in the area occurred in May
1846, with an incident at Boulcott's farm. The British superintendent, left in
charge while Grey was in Auckland, failed to heed the warning of an
impending attack, which had been sent to him from Te Rauparaha, chief of
the NgatiToa tribe.> Troops and militia stationed in the Hutt valley had been
down-sized due to the economic constraints involved in the supply of
provisions and payment for them. A feint attack also led the officers in
Wellington to believe that the town would shortly be overrun with Maori. All
available troops were therefore recalled, leaving a token force in the Hutt
valley. The Maoris’ surprise attack on 16 May was discovered when the
sentry spotted movement and opened fire. The incident is remembered
because of the death of the bugler, Allen, who was tomahawked to death
while raising the alarm. The garrison comprised just 44 men, who successfully

held off a raiding party of 200 Maoris. °°

Due to the increasing severity of attacks on the civilian populace, Grey
announced on 18 June 1846 that martial law would be enforced. This enabled
Grey to mobilise the regular forces and militia to launch a counter attack on
Te Rangihaeata. This enlarged expeditionary force managed to secure one of
the main Pas, which had been used as a defensive position by the former
Chief. Subsequently, this Pa at Paua-taha-nui was to become an imperial
military post for a number of years. The first of those to occupy the military

post was a company of 65™ which consisted of Captain O’'Connell; Captain

%2 Crosby, Musket Wars, p. 53.
% Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 106.
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Newenham; Lieutenant McCoy Barker (58"); eight sergeants; seven

corporals; and 162 rank and file drawn from the 58" and 65", **

The capture of this Pa forced Te Rangihaeata further inland. Troop availability
for the resulting further expedition into the hinterland amounted to 250
regulars of the 58", 65" and 99". These regiments were accompanied by the
Hutt Militia and the Wellington armed police, as well as a band of friendly
Maoris. Overall command of this operation was vested in Major Last with
Major Arney as second in command. > On 6 August Major Last gave orders
that the white force was to be divided, the first group comprising seven
officers and 127 rank and file. The second consisted of five officers, and 117
rank and file under the command of Captain Armstrong of the 99", A Maori
contingent under the control of white officers led the way.>® This second force
was also accompanied by a detachment of Pioneers under the command of

Lieutenant Elliot of the 99"

They managed to halt Te Rangihaeata and his tribe at Horokiri, which has
become known as Battle Hill. The Pa was situated near the top on a small
escarpment making it difficult for the troops to attack. The casualties on both
sides were fairly light. Power puts the figure at four as the result of an
ambush. The records held in the PRO show that the death toll was slightly
higher. Of the three Regiments used in the attack on Te Rangihaeata, the
greater casualties were taken by the 99™ which lost one officer and five

privates, while the 58" and 65" lost one man each, bringing the total to

52 Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 125.
Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 126.
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eight.”” Nonetheless, this small initial engagement forced the regulars to
retreat to safer ground as Major Last had learnt from the earlier campaigns
that a frontal charge would waste lives unnecessarily. On 10 August, the
troops were marched back to Paua-taha-nui and the besieged Pa was finally
abandoned by the Maoris on the 13 August. *® Te Rangihaeata was not
captured but Grey achieved his aims of ceasing the fighting between Maori

and Imperial forces.

With the operations against Te Rangihaeata now over, Governor Grey hoped
that there would be a period of peace in the North Island. This proved not to
be the case. On the west coast, situated between Wellington and New
Plymouth, was the small settlement of Wanganui. Its total population
amounted to 200 settlers, who lived and farmed land purchased by the New
Zealand Company. It was the dispute over this land, which now necessitated
the intervention of a small detachment of regular forces to intercede between

the settiers and Maoris. >°

The total number of troops despatched to Wanganui amounted to 189,
consisting of 180 men of the 58" Regiment under Captain Laye and
Lieutenant Balneavis; four Royal Artillery men, with two 12 pounder guns;
Lieutenant T. B. Collinson R.E.; and Tyrone Power, the Deputy Assistant
Commissary General (DACG). ® These troops, upon landing at Wanganui

were immediately despatched to fortify the small settlement. This fort, once

% Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 127.
Z PRO, WO/1/526, Military Despatch No. 80.
5 Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, pp. 129-130; Power, Sketches, p. 19.
ot Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 136; Gibson, Maori Wars, p. 69.
Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 136; Power, Sketches, p. 54; Gibson, Maori Wars, p. 69.
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constructed, was to last well into the 1860s, one of the last regiments

stationed there being the 57". Cowan puts the cost of its construction at

£4,000.

The action by the military at Wanganui is significant because the final
outcome enabled the settlers (Pakeha) and Maori to enjoy a period of long
lasting peace. This lasted into the 1860s when the tribes took to worshipping
the Pai Marire or HauHau cult. The incident which ignited the Wanganui War
itself was a midshipman accidentally discharging his weapon and
inadvertently injuring a sub-chief who was on board H.M.S Calliope in
December 1846. Several members of his tribe used this as a means to
extract utu (revenge) and attacked and killed a settler’'s wife and three of his
children; the settler and his eldest daughter escaped with minor injuries. o
The troops were put on high alert and five Maoris linked to the killing of the
settlers were quickly captured and stood trial for their actions. Captain Laye
immediately organised a court martial comprising himself and four subalterns.
These men were found guilty and four of them were sentenced to death by

hanging, while the fifth was transported for life. 62

Troop reinforcements were requested from Wellington because of a
perceived threat of attack from the tribes seeking utu for the hanging of the
men involved in the attack. The first influx of troops arrived in May 1847,

when the grenadier company of the 65", comprising 100 men, arrived from

:; Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, page 136, Barthorp, To Face the Daring Maoris, p. 175.
Barthorp, To Face the Daring Maoris, p. 175; Cowan, New Zealand Wars, [, p. 136.
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Auckland. ® Early mortality rates were low, the only reported death being a
private of the 58™ who disobeyed orders in leaving the stockade and was
tomahawked to death. ® Cowan mentions the 65" but makes no mention of a
company of the 58" which, according to Barthorp, also arrived under the
command of Captain J. P. Hardy to strengthen the forces at Wanganui. *°
The Governor, along with Tamati Waka Nene and Potatau te Wherowhero,
also landed at Wanganui. Grey made a sortie into occupied territory with 300
soldiers comprising of men from the 58" and 5™, °° Barthorp argues that
Grey saw that offensive operations seemed to be achieving nothing so
returned to Wellington. He left Lieut. Colonel McCleverty of the 48" Regiment

in overall command: his orders were to remain on the defensive.

Troop strength in Wanganui was between 500 and 600 men. This aliowed
McCleverty to engage the massing tribes, who had camped on the outskirts of
the town. For the time being, though, he was content to remain on the
defensive. ¢ The Maoris tired of the tactic of sitting it out and decided to
launch an all out attack. This enabled McCleverty to launch a counter-attack,
which effectively ended the war in Wanganui. He ordered two detachments of
troops to attack under Lieutenant Pedder of the 58" and Ensign Thelwell of
the 65", aided by some reinforcements under Ensign Middleton. Covering fire
was provided by the Royal Artillery led by Captain Henderson. The battle took

place at St John’s Woods. The fighting was very fierce but the regular force

:j Cowan, New Zealand Wars, 1, p. 138,
o Barthorp, To Face the Daring Maoris, p. 177; Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 140.
o Barthorp, To Face the Daring Maoris, p. 182.

Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 141.

&7 Barthorp, To Face Daring Maoris, p. 182; Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 141.
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proved to be stronger, and in the aftermath claimed victory. ®® This was one of
the only times that the Maoris engaged the regular forces in an open battle.
The culmination of this battle allowed for lasting peace but it had taken a year

to secure it, with the final negotiations being concluded only in early 1848.

The ending of hostilities in Wanganui led to a gradual reduction of troops in
New Zealand. The two companies of the 96" under Hulme returned to
Hobart, while the three companies of the 99" were reassigned to Sydney.
Two regiments remained in New Zealand, the 58" and 65”‘, the remainder of
the 65™ having arrived in the colony in January 1847. ® The intention was
that these regiments would be stationed in two areas, the 58" in Auckland

and the 65" to protect Wellington. "

The years between 1848 and 1855 saw a period of peace between the Maori
and Pakeha. The only fighting that occurred was inter-tribal and saw no
intervention by regular or militia forces. Grey was recalled to London in
December 1852 and, after his success in New Zealand, was appointed the
Governor of the Cape Colony. In the interim before a new governor arrived
Colonel Wynyard of the 58" acted on behalf of the British government.
Wynyard in a despatch to Horse Guards revealed the combined forces now
stationed in New Zealand. Across the North Island there were 1,371 troops
comprising Royal Artillery, Royal Engineers, 58" 65™ and retired Fencibles.
These were stationed at Auckland, New Plymouth, Wanganui, Napier and

Wellington. The largest single unit was the 58" with 330 men garrisoned in

g: Barthorp, To Face Daring Maoris, p. 138; Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, pp. 142-3.
Gibson, Maori Wars, p. 70.
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Auckland. "' Grey's eventual replacement was Thomas Gore Browne, the
former commander of the 41° Regiment, who finally arrived after a long sea

voyage in September 1855.

It was during Browne’s term of office that fighting would erupt again in the
North Island and troop reinforcement would once again become a priority.
Edgar Holt comments that the first four and half years of Browne's
Governship were fairly peaceful. 3 Indeed, in September 1855, the Colonial
Office had decided that the inter-tribal fighting in Taranaki required a policy of
strict non-intervention by the Governor. Moreover, an earlier memorandum

dated 27 July 1854, and sent by Grey to the Colonial Office, had suggested

the idea of removing a Regiment:

The force at present serving in New Zealand consists of two
Regiments the 58™ and 65" which are supposed (exclusion of the
depots) to be maintained at an average strength of about 600 men
each, so that the regular force in the colony should consist of about
1200 men, although the number of men who constantly attain their

discharge, the force barely much exceeds 1000 men.

™ Barthorp, To Face Daring Maoris, p. 185.

™ PRO, WO 32/8253, Correspondence relating to military and naval defence of the colony following native
disturbances; 19 February 1850, enclosure no. 1562.
2 Gibson, Maori Wars, p. 71.

7 Edgar Holt, The Strangest War (London: Putman, 1962), p. 128.
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There would therefore be no difficulty or danger in removing one of the
Regiments from New Zealand, if that one which was stationed in the

Colony was raised to a strength of from 900 to 1000 men. 7

Grey, however, recommended not withdrawing the 58" during Wynyard's

interim governorship, leaving the decision for his permanent replacement.

The New Zealander noted in August 1855 that troops from Albert Barracks in

Auckland, consisting of 250 rank and file of the 58" were embarking to
Taranaki, where they would be joined by a similar number of the 65" from
Wellington. "° At this stage, however, there were no hostilities there and A. S.
Thomson characterises the episode in Taranaki as ‘the Beef and Mutton
Campaign’, suggesting the food made available to the troops ‘told on their
coats and gave the regimental tailors constant work in enlarging them’.”® The

65" remained behind to protect the settlers and maintain the peace between

both races.

In January 1856, Henry Labouchere, the Secretary of State for the
Colonies,”” directed that the garrison stationed in Taranaki should be
withdrawn unless the colony paid for the barracks. In the event, Browne
considered it necessary to keep the 58" in New Zealand. "® Cowan puts troop
strength in New Plymouth at 270 men under the command of Captain

Seymour; this was subsequently strengthened by a further 200 men of the

™ PRO, WO 1/534, Papers relating to Auckland's defences.
ATL, New Zealander, 11 August 1855.
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65" Regiment. The 58" were meant to have been replaced by another
Regiment but, due to the outbreak of the Indian mutiny their replacements
had been sent elsewhere. Lord Stanley, in discussion with the Colonial Office,
agreed that the 58" would be left in New Zealand and the figure of 1,000 men
would suffice for the garrison.79 In 1858, however, Gore Browne had again
written to Labouchere suggesting his preferred troop distribution across the
island. Browne suggested 600 men for Auckland, 300 for New Plymouth, 100
for the Bay of Islands, 420 for Wellington, 200 for Nelson, 180 for Wanganui,
and 200 for Napier, making a total of 2,000 men. The existing men stationed
at Auckland could be re-distributed without leaving the settlement

unprotected 80

At the time, the troop figure for Napier was far higher than Gore Browne

assumed. The New Zealander, reporting what it termed ‘military movements’

the paper stated that:

We learn from reliable sources, that a strong detachment is under
orders to proceed to Ahuriri [Napier] forthwith. The detachment is to
consist of 300 men of the 65" regiment, under the command of Lieut.
Colonel Wyatt, with 4 guns and as many of the Royal Artillery that can

be spared. The detachment is to be furnished from the troops equally

n 1839 Henry Labouchere had been Parliamentary Under Secretary to Lord Normanby, who was then Secretary
%f State for the Colonies. The permanent Under Secretary was James Stephen.
B. J. Dalton, War and Politics in New Zealand, 1855-1870 (Sydney: Sydney University Press, 1967), pp. 51-52.
Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 148; Dalton, War and Politics, p. 53.

% PRO, WO 32/8253, Correspondence relating to Military and Naval Defence of the Colony following Native
Disturbance.
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in Auckland and in Wellington; the Auckland contingent will embark as

81
soon as the necessary amount of tonnage can be procured.

Napier's economy certainly benefited by having a large contingent of soldiers
based there, since storekeepers and framers could tender for the

commissariat contracts.

in some measure, Gore-Browne’s concern to maintain a reasonable level of
troop strength was justified for his term in office also saw the first signs of
enhanced Maori nationalism in the so-called King Movement. This, under its

2

leader, Potatau te Wherowhero,* would remain in open defiance of the

Colonial government until the early 1870s.

In the meantime the cause of the First Taranaki War of 1859-61 was the
gradual settler encroachment onto Maori land that was not for sale. In an
incident which was to become known as the Waitara Purchase, Teira, a minor
chief of the Atiawa was persuaded to sell 600 acres of land to the
Government for a pound an acre. This sale was blocked by a chief with more
mana, Wiremu Kingi, who decreed that Teira had no right to sell the land.
Cowan suggests that there was no love lost between these two men, and the
eventual outcome was that the British government were drawn into a long and
expensive war to satisfy what was essentially a private quarrel. 8 As the talks
dragged on between the government and the Atiawa tribe, Browne decided

that the only course of action was military intervention. Lieutenant Colonel

8 ATL, New Zealander, 28 January 1858,
8 Holt, Strangest War, p. 132.
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Murray gave Kingi 24 hours to apologise and withdraw his opposition to the
land sale. Kingi declined the offer and on 22 February 1860 Murray declared
martial law in the Taranaki district. A formal state of war was finally declared
on 17 March.®* The militia and volunteer forces were called up in readiness to
fight alongside the regular forces. Garrison strength at the time was 1,200,
mostly comprising men from the 65" Regiment. Colonel Gold of the 65"

Regiment was in overall charge of the troops in the field, which now included

the militia and volunteer forces.®®

The Taranaki War was to last a year. As Dalton states ‘the British were faced
with most of the problems of guerrilla warfare’. The enemy knew the land,;
there were no lines of communications to disrupt; no supply bases to be
destroyed and finally no permanent centres of population to occupy. % The
regular forces had to use open countryside to maintain a supply line and
communications in order to have any chance of fighting the Maoris. New
Plymouth itself had no defences; these had to be built before any long
distance expeditions into the interior could even be considered. Any
reconnoitring carried out by the regulars was for only a couple of hours, so
that the town was not left undefended. ¥ In reality, Cowan’s research has
shown that the settlers around New Plymouth were more than capable of
fighting the Maoris in their own environment, a fact Dalton seems to have
overlooked. New Plymouth organised a small militia unit, a cavalry unit, and a

rifle company. Troop reinforcements for the regulars of 400 men from

® Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, pp. 157-158.
:‘; Cowan, New Zealand Wars, 1, pp. 159-160.
Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 161; Holt, Strangest War, p. 144.

® Dalton, War and Politics, p. 107.
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Australia also arrived and allowed those already billeted there to launch

longer forays into the interior. 88

The slow pace of the war had allowed Kingi to build a Pa, which withstood an
attack from regular forces and enabled him to beat off a force of 350 men.
The contributing factors to the British defeat were the fact that the force was
split into three columns with little coordination between their movements.
This allowed Kingi's men to drive them off. ® When news of this reached
Australia, Major-General Pratt decided to take charge personally of the
opération and forces in New Zealand. The defeat also gave Browne the
opportunity to ask for more troop reinforcements, which, owing to the
seriousness of the situation, were sent on this occasion. Two more regiments
were now allocated to New Zealand, although Browne had provisionally
asked for three. One arrived from India, while of the other two, only one

seems to have arrived in time to take part in the fighting. %0

All the available troops were concentrated in the Taranaki district, meaning
that if some tribes decided to launch attacks in other areas they could do so
unchallenged. This was the case towards the end of September when
Auckland was threatened, although a force was hastily sent to provide a
barrier against the perceived attack. In all, this threat occurred on three
occasions, but each time the tribes were dissuaded from an actual attack by

mediators from the Governor's office. ¥

87 Dalton, War and Politics, p. 109.

a: Cowan, New Zealand Wars, |, p. 161; Dalton, War and Politics, p. 110.
Dalton, War and Politics, p. 112.

0 Dalton, War and Politics, pp. 112-114,

' Dalton, War and Politics, p. 122.
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While in Taranaki, Pratt's slow approach to fighting the Maori forces was
beginning to work. Pratt had calculated that to ensure a total defeat of the
Maoris some 5,000 men would be required, double his existing force.
However, with the men under his command he had succeeded in taking the
war to the Maoris and, in doing so, had worn down their will to fight. Talks

were opened and by 8 April 1861 peace had been agreed, ending hostilities

in Taranaki. >2

Pratt’'s force had amounted to roughly 2,500 men made up from regular,
militia and volunteer forces. With the ending of hostilities the civilian forces
were sent home, while the regulars were ordered back to their respective
barracks. The onset of peace also saw changes in the military leadership and
the Governorship. Pratt returned to Melbourne, his replacement being
Lieutenant General Sir Duncan Cameron. The 57" under Colonel Warre
remained in New Plymouth, while the remainder of the Regiments - the 12"
14t 40”‘, and 65" - were withdrawn to Otahuhu, a camp nine miles from the
capital. The 40" and 65" officially returned to Auckland in November 1860. %
These Regiments were subsequently reinforced with the 70" Regiment, which
had landed at Auckland. ** Troop strength had now surpassed the initial
1,000 men that the Imperial government thought sufficient to protect New
Zealand. Gore Browne’s governorship of New Zealand had also come to an
end. The Colonial Secretary, the Duke of Newcastle, appears to have sensed

that Gore Browne might eventually lead the country to another war, and

2 Dalton, War and Politics, pp. 123-124.
ALT, New Zealander, 17 November 1860.
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reassigned him to Tasmania. His replacement was Sir George Grey, who

returned once more to New Zealand. %°

Having assessed the situation, Cameron expressed doubt as to the fighting
effectiveness of the regiments in New Zealand and pointed to the lack of

assistance from Australia. In a despatch to Horse Guards, therefore,

Cameron set out his concerns:

That the Governors of Victoria and New South Wales have refused to
comply with Sir George Grey’s application for more troops. Probably
from ignorance of the very critical state of affairs in the colony. The
colonial government are also making every exertion to supply the
deficiency of regular troops. They have called out 1% and 2™ class
Militia and are raising 400 men for general service, nearly 300 of whom

have been enrolled and trained and are doing all the duties of regular

troops. %

Faced with the tribes assembled to fight on the side of the Maori King,
Cameron outlined his fears in a further despatch dated 4 July 1861. Firstly, he
suggested that transport should be procured in advance, so that it was
immediately available to go into the hinterland. According to Cameron, ‘this
would also alleviate if in the event of a sudden emergency to hire or purchase

in time, even at exorbitant rates the quantity of transport required in a country

% Gibson, Maori Wars, p. 93.
%5 Gibson,Maori Wars, p. 95.

% PRO, WO 33/12, Dispatches from Lieutenant General Cameron, commanding Her Majesty’s Forces in New

Zealand.
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so destitute as the province of Auckland’. Cameron also cited the last monthly
return, revealing that the total number of non-commissioned officers and men
(infantry) amounted to 4,619, of which 1,656 were detached to various
settlements while the remaining 2,693 were assembled at Auckland. If
Cameron intended to move inland he would lose yet more infantry as they
would have to be detached to protect his lines of communication. He was also
very critical of the militia, stating: ‘the militia since my arrival in the Colony has
not been under any training except in Taranaki where the militia has been
called out at the commencement of hostilities, has not been disbanded and
has reinforced the small settlement at Wanganui’. Further, Cameron
suggested that a company of Royal Engineers should accompany the infantry

to assist the troops in bridge and road construction. o7

William Fox, who was to become Colonial Secretary, similarly outlined his

fears of the possible consequences of troop withdrawal in a memorandum

dated 7 April 1862:

His Excellency having informed Ministers that applications have been
made by the Australian Governments for a portion of the troops now
stationed in New Zealand, Ministers beg to express their conviction
that the removal of any part of that force would be most prejudicial to
the success of His Excellency’s plans for settling the present difficulties
with the natives. Should hostilities be renewed, it will be remembered

that the force at present in the country was pronounced by the late

¥ PRO, WO 32/8259, Report from Lieut. General Cameron on distribution of troops and requesting reinforcements.
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Governor, Colonel Gore Browne, to be entirely inadequate for the
purpose; and, with the expectation of a general insurrection, he applied
to the Imperial Government for large reinforcements. The plans at
present in course of introduction demand great firmness, and any
appearance of vacillation on the part of the Government would be fatal
to the prospect of success. Nothing would be likely to operate more
prejudicially on the native mind than the idea that the Imperial
Government was involved in difficulties which required the presence of
troops in Australia, and Ministers, therefore, beg respectfully to
recommend that unless expressly ordered by the Imperial
Government, no reduction of the force in this Colony should be

effected. %

Given these fears, Grey’s second term in office saw a steady increase in the
numbers of available troops that were now stationed in New Zealand in
response to the aggressive overtones of the King movement. 1861 saw 3,730
troops distributed around New Zealand: 2,172 at Auckland, 910 at Taranaki,
191 at Napier, 178 at Wangnni (Wanganui), and 279 at Wellington. This
strength did not consist entirely of men of the line, but included other military
departments such as the Military Store, the Purveyors Department, the
Medical Department, and Army Schoolmasters. ** Officers and NCO’s
strength in Auckland and Otahuhu in 1863 amounted to the following: 45

officers and 1,056 NCO’s at Auckland, and 21 officers 488 NCO’'S at

:: Further Papers Relative to Military Defence of New Zealand. Supplement A- No.6, 1861-62.
PRO, WO 33/16, D.Q.M.G Inclosure 5 [in No 30], 6 May 1861.



Chapter 2 Troop Introduction info New Zealand 79

Otahuhu.'® By 1864, troop strength across the island had reached 7,784
men, the highest figure to be attained in New Zealand during the entire period
of the British regular presence. Their distribution, however, showed them

spread very thinly across the whole of the Island.

A table entitled ‘Strength and Distribution of the Troops’ dated Auckland, 30
October 1864, indicates that there were eleven Regiments comprising the
12" 14" 18" 40" 439 50" 57" 58" 65" 68" and 70", along with the
Royal Engineers and Artillery, Commissariat Staff, General Staff, Medical
Staff, Military Store staff, Purveyors Department staff, Army Hospital Corps
staff, Transport Corps staff and Military Train staff. All were sub-divided and
stationed in the various outposts and towns. At Auckland, for example, there

were 779 officers and men comprising the following:

General Staff: 1 Lieut.Gen. 4 Field Officers, 5 Sergeants.

Medical Staff: 4 Staff.

Military Store: 4 Staff, 10 Sergeants.

Purveyors: 2 Staff, 1 Sergeant.

Commissariat Staff: 9 Staff, 10 Sergeants, 16 Rank and File.

Army Hospital Corps: 9 Sergeants, 35 Rank and File.

Royal Artillery: 1 Field Officer, 3 Captains, 3 Subalterns, 3 Staff, 14
Sergeants, 2 Drummers, 127 Rank and File.

Royal Engineers: 1 Field Officer, 1 Captain, 3 Sergeants, 1 Drummer,
34 rank and File

1% pRO, WO 33/12.
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14" 1 Subaltern, 3 Sergeants, 1 Drummer, 79 Rank and File.

18" 1 Sergeant.

43" 1 Sergeant.

50™ 1 Captain, 2 Subalterns, 4 Sergeants, 2 Drummers, 48 Rank and
File.

65" 1 Subaltern, 1 Sergeant, 1 Drummer, 22 Rank and File.

70" 1 Subaltern.

Transport Corps: 1 Sergeant, 11 Rank and File.

Military Train: 1 Field Officer, 2 Captains, 6 Subalterns, 6 Staff. 32

Sergeants, 4 Drummers, 216 Rank and File."

Of the 7,784 regulars the largest proportion of men were in Te Awamutu. 102

The Digest of Service for the 65" Regiment shows how its troop numbers

varied from year to year. In 1861, the 65" had 1,023 men, who were stationed
at outposts including Wellington, Wanganui, Auckland, Napier, Bell Block,
Taranaki and Waitara. In 1862 troop numbers dropped to 950 men, and
dipped again to 880 in 163. The year 1864 again saw a drop in the regiment’s

strength across the island to 757.

In fact, the 65", which had been stationed at Te Awamutu, had complained

through the pages of the United Service Gazette of their long period of being

posted to New Zealand. The New Zealander subsequently published a extract

from this letter: ‘It stated that an officer of the 65" had written that “one of the

10, PRO, WO 107/7, Strength and Distribution of the Forces, 1864.
Te Awamutu lies at the end of the Waipa River. A mission station had been established there in 1835 and by

1863, the settlement was well established and therefore the one most able to cater for a large concentration of
troops.
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disadvantages of a Corps being at such and out of the way colony, consists in
its being forgotten by the Authorities”. The officer went on to stress that the
65" were ready to move at short notice, to India.'®  The paper also

commented in 1864 that;

The 65" Regiment have been complaining of having nothing to do, and
urging their claims to be sent home, after eighteen years’ service in the

colonies. The correspondent for the New Zealander stated that “when

you consider that there are 1800 regular troops in this special distinct,
exclusive of the militia, you will perceive the inutility of mere keeping
men here for the purpose of putting them on fatigue, and harassing
them for no future good, either to the soldiers of settlers. This is
sufficient to show that there is a superfluity of troops here.” Speaking
of the expiry of their time of service and claim to be sent home, the
same correspondent adds; “surely such an application to the New
Zealand colonists is not unreasonable, especially as there was an

order for our return home as soon as troops could be spared from the

COIOﬂy”. 104

The 50" Regiment arrived in Auckland in 1863 but, apparently, it was not

expected although it is not clear when it was due. The New Zealand Herald

reported on its arrival:

122 ATL, New Zealander, 24 September 1859.
ATL, New Zealander, September 1864.
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The gallant 50" were landed altogether unexpectedly, and as we
cannot but consider very inconsiderately in the course of yesterday.
Why is Sunday, without pressing necessity, selected almost as a day
of work? And why should the soldiers or sailors be rushed from a fine
comfortable ship to a half provided, half furnished miserable barrack?
Must the red tapeism of the Crimea be perpetuated in New Zealand?
Must men arriving from a tropical and enfeebling country be needlessly
exposed to the severity of weather, altogether unseasonable and

unparalleled within the knowledge of residents of twenty years.105

Returning to the 65", 1865 saw its strength drop to 695. Finally, in 1866, the
65" had 332 men in New Zealand.'® This digest, along with WO 107/7,
demonstrates that only by amalgamating all the available regiments could a
sizeable force be assembled that could fight in sufficiently large numbers in

the field in conjunction with the militia and volunteer forces.

During 1864, when regiments had been called into the field, Auckland was
protected by a volunteer force. In one instance, when Government House
was being guarded, an incident occurred which highlighted the difference in

training between a regular and a volunteer.

[a] man was shot by a sentry outside the Government House. One of
the most Indiscreet acts which it has ever been our province to record

occurred on Tuesday last, at midnight, when a man was actually shot

19 ATL, New Zealand Herald, 16 November 1863.

"% The Digest of Service for the 65 Regiment.
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at, and dangerously wounded by a sentry stationed at the government
house gate facing princess street. Hitherto, as we know from practical
experience, the sentries stationed at the various posts in Auckland
have not been allowed to carry loaded arms, and the orders have been
to challenge passers-by, and if no response was made to turn out the
guard. In this case we are sorry to say that a most flagrant and
unwarrantable departure of orders occurred. A passer-by named
Happy was shot by a naval Volunteer the ball going across his face
destroying the right cheek nose and teeth were knocked out. The

Naval Volunteer Higgleton was placed under arrest for firing without

orders.

A subsequent issue stated that: ‘We are glad to find that a general order has
been issued by General Galloway, that sentries on duty shall not carry loaded

arms, without special orders to the contrary.’ 107

1864 is also interesting in relation to Auckland as it witnessed the first
implementation of a relief fund for the wives and children whose husbands
were engaged in fighting in New Zealand. Previously relief had been

organised only in order to send money to the Crimea. The New Zealander for

9 February stated that:

We rejoice to find that the Executive Committee appointed for carrying

out designs of the benevolent with regard to the unfortunate wives and

107 ATL, New Zealander 25 February and 1 March 1864.
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children of soldiers now at the front have already made some excellent

arrangements.

The building in Freeman’s Bay, recently occupied as immigration
barracks, and capable of accommodating fifty or sixty families, has
been taken for twelve months. A superintendent and his wife have
been placed in charged, and a few of those needing relief have been
provided for. The Committee have also commenced the daily supply of
bread to about one hundred and eighty families. The allowance is half
a pound for each women and a quarter of a pound for each child. We

believe the Committee have also in contemplation to erect a Iaundry.108

Lieutenant Colonel S. R. Carey, the Deputy Adjutant General, had issued a
general order in February stating that a committee had been formed ‘for the
purpose of raising a fund for the relief of the soldiers’ wives and children’. The
Lieutenant General Commanding requested officers commanding corps to
forward to the secretary of the committee, J. W. Harrop, Esq., of Fort Street,
Auckland, ‘the names of officers and others in their respective regiments,
desirous of subscribing to the fund; and that they will forward, at the same
time, a list of the women and children of their regiments whom they consider

most deserving and necessitous’. '%°

The Weekly News in January 1864 stated that 1,898 military personnel were

being sent to New Zealand. The paper listed the intended troops as Royal

108 ATL, New Zealander 9 February 1864.
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Artillery, Commissariat Staff Corps, Military Train, Army Hospital Corps, and
the 14““, 50"“, 18”‘, 65"’, 57t Regiments.110 In fact, the majority of these
reinforcements would be withdrawn from active service in New Zealand by

1866.

One influence on the increasing likelihood of a policy of withdrawal was the
belief in self-reliance on the part of Fredrick Weld, the colony’s Prime Minister
from 1864 onwards. Weld saw self-reliance as a means of ending the duality
of government that existed in the colony. Cardwell, however, insisted that the
double government must continue as long as there were Imperial regiments in
New Zealand for the purposes of internal defence. Accordingly, Weld pressed
to obtain the complete withdrawal of Imperial troops, and to raise a specially
trained colonial force as a replacement. Grey, however, was reluctant to
release Imperial regiments from New Zealand. In the event, his continuing
opposition to Weld'’s policy began to weaken his influence in the colony, while
he was also losing influence in London through his reports to the Colonial
Office appearing inaccurate and his effective disobedience of his instructions
by delaying the departure of the regulars. Indeed, the prospect of regiments

being withdrawn from New Zealand was received warmly within the Colonial

Office.

In fact, regiments were slowly removed from New Zealand throughout the
period from 1845 to 1870 in the sense that successive British governments

were always quick to remove units whenever the circumstances allowed. The

0
1% ATL, Weekly News, 20 February 1864.
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80", for example, returned to Australia prior to the outbreak of fighting in the
Bay of Islands. They were followed in 1847 by the 96", who were reassigned
to Tasmania. 1856 saw a small detachment of the Royal Artillery withdrawn,

the New Zealander providing a suitable farewell:

The remnant of the detachment of Royal Artillery which landed in
Auckland, | January 1846, under the command of Captain Henderson
and the Hon. Lieut. Yelverton, having some time been relived, will this
day takes its departure for England. War, death and discharge have
greatly reduced this gallant party. Many of them have cast their lot with
us, and have become valuable and deserving colonists. But nine of the
fine fellows who arrived ten years since are now about to leave us,
under the charge of corporal Broadhurst, who was severely wounded
in action with the Natives of the South. We cannot part with these
brave fellows without testifying to their admirable conduct upon all

occasions.'"

1858 saw the 58" leave New Zealand after many years’ service, having been
stationed there since 1845. In June 1857 the regiment had first received
warning that it was to be sent home. However, it was not until 1858 that this
came to fruition. In October 1858, a General Order sent from Melbourne,
instructing the 58" to commence withdrawing from New Zealand. It was ‘to

proceed to England without relief, the Officer commanding the Troops in New

"% ATL, The Weekly News, 2 January 1864.

i ATL, New Zealander, 30 April 1865.
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Zealand will take the necessary steps for procuring tonnage for the
conveyance of the Regiment to such port as may be intimated in the orders
transmitted to him from home’.'" The first to depart was the commanding

officer, Colonel Wynyard.

The New Zealander reported that a farewell ball was held in Wynyard’s

honour while also paying tribute to the 58" Regiment as a whole. During the
ball, Wynyard gave a speech which highlighted what the regiment had done
for Auckland. Wynyard used as an example ‘those who ride or drive the
shortest road to Manakau should remember that the Kyber [sic] Pass was
forced by the 58" regiment - spade and pickaxe in hand’. Wynyard concluded
by saying that ‘these are but a few of the services performed by a Regiment
whose gallantry in the field is only equalled by their steadiness and good
conduct in quarters’. " Two weeks later Wynyard and a large number of
discharged soldiers left New Zealand on the Lord Ashley: they embarked from
Wynyard Pier with full military honours and a salute from Fort Britomart, while
ships in the harbour discharged their guns. '™ The remainder of the 58" was
also given a lavish send off, with a banquet held in the grounds of Albert
Barracks, the men sitting down in series of marquees and tents, and during
which the Aucklanders paid tribute to the NCO’s and privates. This was
followed a week later by the 58" marching, behind the band of the 65",
through Auckland at the request of a number of the town’s inhabitants to the

Queen Street Pier, where they embarked on the ships which were to convey

them to England. As they departed a gun was sounded on the Mary Ann,

12 ATL, New Zealander, 13 October 1858.
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which was replied to by the guns of Fort Britomart firing a salvo until the ships

were no longer in sight. ''°

The 65" was the longest serving regiment in New Zealand, having seen
service in Wellington, Wanganui, Taranaki and Waikato during their twenty
years. In 1866 the 12", 40" 437 50" 57" 68" 70" Regiments were all
reassigned to other postings. An order despatched in February 1866 re-
iterated the intent on the part of the British government to withdraw all the

regiments, and to do so quickly without interference from the Governor.

According to The New Zealander:

Peremptory orders, we understand have been received by the
Commander of the Imperial Forces by the late mail from England,
insisting on the immediate reduction of H. M. troops In New Zealand, to
a strength of 3225 officers and men. This force will consist of 3
regiments of infantry, the 12“‘, 14th, and 18”‘, 1 battalion of Artillery,
and a company of Engineers, with the necessary Commissariat Staff
Corps. The regiments first on the list for home are the 43™ and 68", -
the 40", 50", and 57" are to follow immediately, as soon as ships for
their conveyance can be procured. This order is said to be
independent of any wish the Governor may have in this matter, and is

beyond his interference to control, let the circumstances of the colony

be what they may. '

:i ATL, New Zealander, 20 October 1858.

; ATL, New Zealander, 3 November, 1858.
ATL, New Zealander, 13 and 20 November 1858.

118 ATL, New Zealand Herald, 10 February 1866.
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In comparison to the generous coverage of the departures of the 58" and the
65" when, the 43™ was withdrawn it barely made a paragraph in the New

Zealander:

The head quarters of H. M. 43" regiment, under orders for transport to
England in the ship Silver Eagle embarked on that vessel on Monday.
The men numbering nearly 400 rank and file marched into town from
Otahuhu during the morning, proceeded by the fine band of the
regiment, and after halting in the Albert Barracks for refreshment, they
proceeded to the Queen Street wharf. They were conveyed in lighters
to the vessel, amidst the reiterated cheers of their friends on the wharf,
the band striking up the usual parting airs as the men passed out of

sight. "7

Similarly, the departure of the 68" and the 70" had also been sparsely

reported. Of the 70", the New Zealand Herald reported:

Last night the hired troop ship Ida Ziegler with the headquarters of this
regiment on board, broke ground and dropped down to the Heads from
whence she will sail at daylight this morning. As the Ida Ziegler passed
the men-of-war in harbour, the rigging of several vessels were manned
and hearty cheering kept up, which was returned by those on board

the troop ship. The band of the 70" regt. played “Auld Lang Syne,”

17 ATL, New Zealander, 18 April 1866.
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“Home Sweet Home”, which was answered by the band of H.M.S.
Curacoa. The hired troop ship Siam will embark the left wing of the 70"
tomorrow morning and sail on Saturday next, which will complete the

departure of that regiment.

The departure of the 68th made even fewer lines in the paper;

This morning the left wing of the 68" Regiment, in command of Lieut.-
Colonel Morant, will march from Otahuhu camp for the purpose of
embarking on board hired transport ship Percy, Captain Weatherburn.
This ship will leave for Spithead tomorrow and the following officers
accompany her:- Lt. Col. Morant, Dr and Mrs Mouatt, Captain Grace,

Captain Casement, Major Kirby.118

The years 1867 and 1870 saw the last four regiments return, starting with the
14™ in 1867. Then, finally, in 1870, remaining Royal Artillery and Royal

Engineers and the 18" returned to Great Britain. ''°

During 1869 many of the colony’s newspapers had begun to comment on the
withdrawal of the Imperial forces although the forces themselves seem to
have been adopting a ‘business as usual' policy. One paper, The New

Zealand Herald, seems to have taken to commenting on any troop movement

118
ATL, New Zealand Herald, 12 January 1866 and 12 March 1866.

""® Tim Ryan and Bill Parham, The Colonial New Zealand Wars (Grantham House, 1986) pp. 159-162; Dalton, War

and Politics, pp. 209-211; John F. Fishburn, ‘Some Aspects of the Anglo-Maori Wars’, Australian Army Journal, 222,
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as an indication that the 18" Regiment was finally leaving New Zealand. In

January 1869, the paper published its notes on the regiment’'s movements:

Two companies of the 18" regiment, under the command of Captain
Marsland and Biggs, marched out yesterday morning from Onehunga,

en route for Taranaki per SS Rangatira. The men were played out as

far as Newmarket by the regimental band.

Companies of the H and K of the 18" regiment in command of Captain
Thacker arrived in barracks yesterday evening, between five and six
o'clock. We understand that one of the companies (Captain Baker’s)

will be handed over to Captain Le Motte."?°

This interest culminated with two reports suggesting that any day now the

regiment would depart:

We learn that it is the intention of Major General Sir Trevor Chute,
K.C.B., to hold an inspection of the internal regimental arrangements
of the portion of the 18" regiment at present in Auckland. Tomorrow
there will be a general inspection and parade of the whole of the troops
stationed in Auckland, including the detachment at present camped out
at Point Chevalier, which will be marched into barracks. A general
order has been issued for the whole of the 18" regiment to be at once

concentrated in Auckland, and to make immediate preparation for

0
12 ATL, New Zealand Herald, 5 and 7 January 1869.




Chapter 2 Troop Introduction into New Zealand 92

embarkation in H M transport Himalaya, which is expected to arrive

about the end of next month.

There can be no doubt, notwithstanding the contradictory reports in
circulation, but that the 18" regiment will at once leave these shores.
The Himalaya is now at Wellington, and no doubt will arrive here in a

few days, and she can have come for no other purpose than to remove

the regiment.'®'

It would be a further year before the 18" Regiment left Auckland. However,

the New Zealand Herald, in alerting its readers to this eventuality went as far

as to print an extract from an unnamed English paper. The extract stated that

questions were being raised in Parliament as to the eventual troop

withdrawal:

In the House of Commons on April 13" Mr Sartoris asked the Under-
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether orders had been sent to
New Zealand recalling the 18" regiment; and if so when was the
regiment to leave the colony; and whether the Governor of New
Zealand, notwithstanding the order of recall, if sent, could retain the
troops, should he consider their removal at the time ordered, likely to
cause the extension of the present disturbances; and if so, for what
time and upon what conditions. Mr Monsell in reply, stated that orders

had been for the recall of the 18" regiment, which was to leave New

"2 ATL, New Zealand Herald, 22 January and 4 March 1869.
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Zealand in May next. When that regiment left there would be no
Imperial Troops in the colony. In reply to the second question Monsell
had to state that the Governor of New Zealand could not retain the
troops, as the instructions given to the governor were definite and

precise, and without limitations or conditions. '**

In a despatch to the then Governor, Sir George Bowen, the Secretary of
State, Earl Granville argued that it was wrong in principle for the British
government to be responsible for the internal security any longer. Granville
argued that withdrawal of the last remaining forces was in the best interests of

the colony. Granville clarified his argument by stating that:

These being the sources of the danger to which the Colony is exposed
from the Natives it is pressed upon Her Majesty’'s Government that the
task of reducing the natives is beyond the strength of the Colony; and
this is conclusively shown both by the experience of the last war, in
which you as you have frequently observed, the Cclonial forces has
the assistance of nearly ten thousand Regular Troops, and by the
present state of the North Island, where a few hundred insurgents
suffice to impose a ruinous insecurity on large members of settlers,

and a ruinous expenditure on the Colony.'®

122 ATL, New Zealand Herald, 22 June 1869.

123 .
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The 18" Regiment continued in Auckland until 21 February 1870. Its final
departure was marked by a farewell ball, which took place on 18 February, at
which over 250 Aucklanders were entertained by the band of the 18" and the
regiment’s officers. The combination of Britain’s insistence and Weld’s self
reliance had now come to fruition. In commenting on the end of the

regiment’'s period in the colony, the New Zealander attacked the British

government policy:

The departure of the last of the British troops from us is an event of no
small importance. The withdrawal of the outward and visible of the
Imperial power and sovereignty from among us by the removal of the
remnant of soldiers remaining here, is the introduction of a new line of
Imperial policy, which if persisted in will work great changes in the

Empire of the United Kingdom.

The paper continued in a similar vein on the question of regimental

downsizing, since it appeared that there was little actual financial gain for the

British:

The men will not be disbanded, neither will a similar number be
disbanded anywhere else because the 18" being no longer retained in
New Zealand. And as the men are to remain in Australia, where there
is no need whatever, present or prospective for their services, we can
see no great stretch of wisdom, of economy or of justice in removing

every soldier from a colony cursed with an Imperial war.
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The papers continued in this vein, pointing out that, in the present
circumstances, with Te Kooti and Titokowaru still fighting in the North Island,
‘we have not been justly and honourably dealt with by England in this

withdrawal of the last regiment from New Zealand.'®

From a different perspective, the Weekly News was more critical of the 18"

Regiment itself. The paper suggested ‘that the withdrawal of the 18" from
New Zealand, will be no great hardship’ since ‘for some years they have been
more ornamental than practically useful to the colony’. The paper went on:
‘remaining as garrisons in towns of this island, they may have contributed to a
feeling of security, but were of singularly little value so far as any real

protection to the colonist were concerned’. 125

Belich has argued that Britain deployed some 10,000 regulars in New
Zealand.'® His figure, however, is not accurate, as the highest number of
personnel stationed in New Zealand was the 7,784 officers and men recorded
in 1864. Moreover, not all of the troops stationed in New Zealand fought:
many were involved purely in garrison duties, Commissariat secondment,
road building or training militia or volunteer forces. Primary and secondary
sources suggest, indeed, that the biggest force ever put in the field was only
in the region of 1,875 men. Belich could only have obtained his figure by

amalgamating all the available forces including militia, volunteers and

regulars.

124 ATL, New Zealand Herald, 21 February 1870.
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This chapter has shown that the British government's original plan of only
sending troops to New Zealand from Australia as and when required did not
work once hostilities began. Relatively speaking the Maori population was not
as submissive as the Aborigines and would fight for what they considered
rightfully theirs. Heke’s actions in the Bay of Islands typified this, and
strengthened the colonists’ belief that having a permanent military presence
in New Zealand would alleviate the fear of a native uprising, especially as
other tribes on the North Island had begun to stand firm against the slow
settler encroachment onto tribal land. Of the successive governors, Grey was
the one who most overplayed the need for more troops to be sent to New
Zealand, in order to quell the native uprisings and claim Maori land.
Ultimately, however, a growing demand for financial retrenchment at home
and increasing belief in self-reliance among New Zealand’s own politicians
brought the end of the Imperial military presence. That presence was

maintained longest at Auckland, on which attention can now be focussed.

125 ATL, Weekly News, 6 March 1869.

128 Belich, New Zealand Wars, p. 15.
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The centres of military activity in Auckland were to be Fort Britomart, begun in
1840, and Albert Barracks, which was constructed in 1845. Ultimately, they
became the focal point for the interaction between the town’s population and
the garrison. The approach to housing British troops at home had remained
largely ad hoc despite the period of barrack construction in the 1790s. Even
during Wellington's long period of effective control, troops were still routinely
billeted in inns or alehouses, with stables being used as accommodation for
the horses. Indeed, it was not until 1851, with Napoleon IiI's accession to
power in France, that the need for a permanent home for the army became
paramount. The eventual site settled on by Lord Hardinge, Commander-in-
Chief of the army, was Aldershot; work was ordered to commence in 1853.

When, in the following year, war broke out in the Crimea, construction was

speeded up.’

The situation across the British Empire with regard to housing soldiers varied
from territory to territory. In Canada various Imperial regiments were posted
to Montreal for over a century (1760-1870) and so some thought had been
given to permanent sites for the troops at an early stage. Eventually, Montreal
had five barracks situated around the town, the first constructed in 1760 and
the last one being built around 18462 Troops posted to the West Indies also
needed some form of barrack accommodation. Due to the threat of disease,
however, special consideration of the environs had to be taken into account
when surveying for a new barrack site in the islands. Roger Buckley mentions

examples of both good and bad positioning of barracks. The officers’

! [ ison: li : ' d 121; Peter Holt, ‘The Local
Peter Dietz, Garrison: Ten Military Towns (London: Brassey's, 1986), pp. 9 an ; T
Community; Aldershot - A Case Study’ in John Sweetman (ed.), Sword and Mace (London: Brassey's, 1986), pp.
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blockhouse in Antigua, for example, was well sited with consideration given to
the need for shelter from the often-fierce sun, while Up Park in Jamaica was
sited badly with damp floors and badly designed rooms. Consequently,
instead of housing 50 men, it could only accommodate 36 because

hammocks had to be used to lift the soldiers off the floors.>

There were similar problems in other colonies. In Natal after 1845 the British
forces were faced with a two-fold threat from the Zulus and the Boers, both of
whom were thought likely to launch attacks on the newly acquired British
territory. In order to counter any possible attack, purpose-built forts were
constructed. Thus, Fort Napier at Pietermaritzburg was built to act as a
defensive barrier between the indigenous tribes and the colonists.* Australia
was the exception, as troops sent there originally were charged with guarding
prisoners who were being transported, and subsequently the military forces
were used to quell local uprisings.5 Early regimental arguments had led to a
delay in barrack construction, although the first was eventually built by 1791.
The barracks in Sydney became known as ‘The Garrison’ in order to
distinguish them from the convict barracks and they dominated the centre of
town.® In all cases barracks were either purpose built, as in Pietermaritzburg
and Sydney, or the British government compuisorily purchased existing
buildings to be used for military purposes.

Before discussing the construction of the two barracks in Auckland, the

situation of the town itself needs to be addressed. Initially, the first capital of

2 Senior, British Requlars, pp. 3 and 5.
Buckley, British Army in West Indies, pp. 328-329.

Dominy, ‘Imperial Garrison’, passim.
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New Zealand was located in the Bay of Islands at the settlement of Okiato.”
However, Governor Hobson decided for a number of reasons to re-locate the
capital. A preliminary expedition to survey the coastline was undertaken,
which persuaded Hobson to choose Waitemata 8 as the eventual site of what
was to become Auckland. Extensive land purchases were undertaken during
1840 allowing the move to happen quickly.g This suited Hobson’s plans.
Firstly, the site was away from the influence of the Ngapuhi tribe, which
controlled most of the Bay of Islands. Secondly, it was free of any large Maori
settlements and the tribes who lived there were friendly towards the Pakeha

(Europeans).10 Hobson justified the move by stating that:

After mature consideration, | have decided upon forming the seat of

government upon the south shore of the Waitemata, in the district of

the Thames.

In the choice | have thus far made, | have been informed by a
combination of circumstances:1*' by its central position. 2ndly, by the
great facility of internal water communication by the Kaiparato the
north and Manakau and the Waikato to the south. 3rdly from the facility

and safety of the port."’

Gerald Walsh, ‘The Military and Colonial Development, 1788-1888" in M Mckernan & M Browne Australia; Two
Centunes of War and Peace, p. 44.

Stanley Remote Garrison, pp. 10 and 44,
Tom Brooking, Milestones: Turning Points in New Zealand History (Dunmore Press, 1999), p. 61.
John Logan Campbell, Poenamo (Auckliand: Viking, 1987), p. 200.

Claudla Orange, The Treaty of Waitangi (Auckland: Allen and Unwin, 1987), p. 102.
Brooking, Milestones, p. 61.

Mclntyre and Gardner, Speeches and Documents, p. 18.
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John Logan Campbell has been credited as the father of Auckland.

Campbell's book Poenamo, reprinted in 1973, described the fledgling capital:

It was a wilderness no longer; civilized man had now planted his foot
upon the strand and set his mark upon the shore, and was now
wresting the wilderness from nature’'s unreclaimed dominion, and that
spot had now a name, and was known as Mechanics’ Bay. And then
we came to the pretty slopes of the little bay, where white tents, which
we could see so plainly from the island, nestled amongst the
brushwood, and this spot also had a name also equally unromantic but
appropriate- Official Bay, for here the first magnates of the land had
squatted themselves down; and then we rounded a point and glided

into the Commercial Bay of the capital."

Campbell continued, ‘The capitall — a few boats and canoes on the beach, a
few tents and break-wind huts along the margin of the bay, and then - a sea

of fern stretching away as far as the eye could reach’.”

Point Britomart became the official point where the Union Jack was raised
and the celebrations to mark the beginning of Auckland took place with the
official ceremony on 18 September 1840." The port itself was to be situated

at the end of what would become Queen Street.”® It was from this date that

12 Campbell, Poenamo, p. 205.
Campbell, Poenamo, p. 205.
Platts, Lively Capital, p. 14.
Platts, Lively Capital, p. 14.
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the laying out of the town began. A contemporary, W Swainson, described

how the town was laid out:

The city is built on the northern side of the isthmus which divides the
Waitemata from the Manukau, and is bounded on the north by the
shores of the former harbour. The site as laid down on the Official
Plan, has a frontage on the water of about a mile and half, and extends

inland for a distance of about a mile.'

The actual planning and layout of the town was undertaken by Felton
Matthew. Matthew used Ligar Creek as his starting point and what eventually
became Queen Street ran along this line. To the west Matthew decided on an
orthodox system of parallel streets as well as two squares. The eastern part
of the town was laid out differently, Matthew opting for a series of crescents

following the ridge above Queen Street."” The editor of the New Zealand

Herald and Auckland Gazette, Dr S. M. D. Martin, supposed that Matthew had
used Bath as his model."® This may well have been the case as certain

similarities can be seen in the layout of both towns, most noticeably the

crescents.

In the early years of Auckland’s existence, there was no organised
immigration. Yet, during the first two years the population grew steadily.®

However, it was not until October 1842 that the first ‘official’ emigrant ships

W Swainson, Auckland, the Capital of New Zealand (Auckland: Wilson and Horton, 1853), p. 27.

John Horsman, The Coming of the Pakeha to Auckland Province (Wellington: Hicks Smith & Sons, 1971), p. 71.
Platts, Lively Capital, p. 28.

Horsman, Coming of Pakeha, p. 71.
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arrived from Britain. The Duchess of Argyle and Jane Gifford carried 552

passengers, the majority of whom originated from Scotland.”® Tom Brooking
states that the majority of the passengers were artisans, who were reluctant
to learn new skills, while a second group of 92 inmates from Parkhurst

Reformatory would give Auckland a name for lawlessness. Brooking notes:

The Parkhurst group did not fit in so well and Auckland became
notorious for its high crime rate; visitors commented that every third
building seemed to be a grog shop. [By] 1847 one in eight of the
population had been arrested for drunkenness. The town reportedly

housed twenty eight brothels for a population of 5,167.'

Besides the high rate of crime which beset the town, Aucklanders were also
susceptible to outbreaks of severe diarrhoea during the summer months, due
to the lack of drains or sewers.? Brooking also suggests that Auckland did
not flourish until Governor Grey had suppressed Hone Heke and Kawiti's
insurrection in the Bay of Islands. Grey then achieved expansion by extending
the public works.?® The population of Auckland also achieved a reasonable
age-sex balance. There were 78 women for every 100 men in 1843 and

children made up 36 per cent of the total population.*

20
21 Horsman, Coming of Pakeha, p. 71; Brooking, Milestones, p. 61.
Brooking, Milestones, p. 61.

Brooking, Milestones, p. 61.
Brooking, Milestones, p. 61.
Brooking, Milestones, p. 61.
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Auckland remained the only town of any size before 1864. % As the colony’s
capital, Auckland naturally housed the seat of government and the military
headquarters.26 Moreover, the majority of the population were connected in
one way or another to either the administration or the military. The rest of
Auckland's population comprised merchants, auctioneers, storekeepers,
hotelkeepers, boatbuliders, carpenters and mechanics. In the local environs
small farmers supplied the town with milk and farm produce.?” Maoris also
provided produce to Auckland, their principal farming area being Te

Awamutu, where mills were constructed and wheat was grown.?

Swainson persuasively argued that the formation of banks had been
instrumental in allowing military officers and others such as professional and
mercantile men to form a diverse society. But, in what may have been a
fashionable phase in Auckland's growth, the military element clearly

dominated the town and society.29 In some ways, Auckland was a colonial

equivalent of Aldershot.

Marianne Watson-Smyth’s book Deserted Bastions has shown that barracks

around Britain tended to follow a pre-determined design, which the Royal
Engineers could then readily use across the Empire.30 This is certainly borne

out by the plans of the Auckland Barracks held in the Public Record Office at

Horsman Coming of Pakeha, p. 90.
Horsman Coming of Pakeha, p. 90.

Horsman Coming of Pakeha, p. 90.
® Horsman Coming of Pakeha, p. 64.
Swamson Auckland, p. 85. The period in question is 1853.

See Marianne Watson-Smyth (ed.), Deserted Bastions (London: Book Factory, 1993).
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31

Kew.” What then was a typical design? The characteristic barracks design

during the nineteenth century constructed a large rectangular building, with
large windows to maximise the amount of available sunlight, usually with a
single entrance. The George Street Barracks in Sydney along with the

surviving pictures and drawings of Auckland’s barracks bear testimony to

this.>?

Besides having a large military presence, Auckland, was also the religious
centre for the colony. Swainson stated that there were three religious centres
in 1853, namely St Paul’s Church, the Wesleyan Institution, and the Roman
Catholic Church.®® Platts also suggests that, at Onehunga, there was either a
Presbyterian or Methodist church.*® If this was the case then military

personnel of most denominations would have been able to attend a church

service if they wished.

In New Zealand, of course, it had not been anticipated that a permanent
garrisoned force would be required but, with the outbreak of hostilities in the
Bay of Islands, the British government had to look at the construction of
buildings that would house Imperial troops and supplies. If the hostilities were
to continue, having a garrisoned force would alleviate the need to request
troops from Australia. To accommodate the increasing number of troops

being stationed on the North Island some form of construction needed to be

31
See also the appendices.

2
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undertaken. Four principal barracks were constructed: Fort Britomart and

Albert Barracks in Auckland and Thorndon and Mount Cook in Wellington.

Initially, however, all troops entering New Zealand would disembark in
Auckland before being sent to their final postings. This inevitably would entail
another sea journey due to the lack of metalled roads in New Zealand. Thus,
in the Northern War, when the 58" Regiment was dispatched from Sydney, it

landed at Auckland before being ordered to the Bay of Islands.*®

After the sacking of Kororareka in 1845 many of Auckland’s population feared
that a similar fate might befall the capital. In order to placate their fears,
additional work was carried out at Britomart Point, under the supervision of
Major Bunbury and a Company of the 80"™. Work on this site had been
ongoing since 1840, on what was essentially a disused Pa. Bunbury, who
came as military support for Hobson, did not consider Point Britomart the best
site for the barracks. He had preferred a higher eminence but Hobson had
overridden him. According to Una Platts, Bunbury also worried about getting
things underway in Auckland. He feared that, if work was not commenced

soon, his men would have to remain in their dilapidated tents for the winter.

Once in Auckland the detachment was broken up into working parties under
the direction of George Graham of the Ordnance Department.*® The new Fort

Britomart Barracks formed two sides of a square; one side of which was loop-

zz Buick, Hone Heke's Rebellion, p. 190.
Platts, Lively Capital, p. 24.
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holed. The building was capable of accommodating 200 men and stores.

Cowan provides us with an early description of Fort Britomart:

Fort Britomart, as it is now called, had been an ancient Pa of the

Maoris, a deep tongue-like promontory, protected on the landside by a
broad, deep ditch and parapet. The military utilised part of these
defences; a portion of the parapet was thrown down to fill up the ditch
at the entrance. On one side of the interior, an octagonal loopholed

guard-room was erected. A hospital was‘ also built.*”

The New Zealand Journal noted ‘that extensive enlargements were in

progress at the barracks by direction of the Ordinance Department in
England; and the skilful mechanics of the 80" who were actively employed

under the direction of Lieut. Bennett, R. E. and Mr Graham R. E., Civil

Branch’.®

An insight into life in these barracks can be gleaned in one of the few soldiers’
diaries kept during this period. Abel Dottin William Best was an ensign of the
go™ Regiment. His account of the construction of Fort Britomart provides a

rare glimpse of conditions, albeit expressed in a picturesque style somewhat

lacking in punctuation:

1% March 