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The kinetics of oxidation of cinnamic and crotonic acids by manganese(IIJ) acetate have been studied in 90 %
aqueous acetic acid in the temperature range 30-60°. The overall order of reaction is found to be 1.5 ; 0.5 with respect
to the substrate and 1.0 with respect to the oxidant. The stoichiometry is found to be 1 :3, i.e. for every molecule of
substrate three molecules of manganese(IIJ) acetate are required for oxidation. The product analysis has been
carried out. A suitable mechanism, in accordance with the kinetic results, is proposed. The oxidation experiments
have also been conducted at different temperatures to evaluate the kinetic parameters. The free energy of activation
for both the substrates is the same (22.8 kcal per mole) suggesting a similar mechanism for both the substrates. The
It-complex formation between manganese(ll) acetate and the double bond of the substrate is proposed for the first time.

THE efficiency of manganese(III) acetate (MT A)
as one-electron transfer oxidant in the oxida-
tion or organic compounds and other

compounds containing atoms like phosphorus! is
well known. Oxidation by manganese(III) pyro-
phosphate 2, 3, sulphate" and perchlorate- occurs
through free radical mechanism. Sometimes a cyclic
complex may be formed which decomposes to a
free radical which is further oxidised to various
products'':", The oxidation of both saturated mono-
and dicarboxylic acids2'3'6 and of olefinsv-" has been
reported. However' Julien!' and Viebock'" failed
to obtain reaction with crotonic, itaconic or oleic
acids which may be due to the presence of water
in the reaction mixture and failure to go to
high enough temperature or variability in the
reactivity of manganese(III) acetate. In the
oxidation of alkylarenes by manganese(III) and
cobalt(III) in acetic acid. the oxidation is enhanced
by strong acids so that extensive reaction occurs
at room temperature". For example, no reaction
takes place when MT A is heated in acetic acid
at 70° for 30 min in the presence of dimethyl benzene.
But in the presence of 1.0 M sulphuric acid, total
reduction occurs just in 10 min at only 2S0. The
state of manganese(III) in sulphuric acid and per-
chloric acid solutions has been investigated!".
Hexaaquomanganese(III) ion or its counterparts in
sulphuric acid solution may be responsible for the
formation of free radicals or free radical ions. In
many cases the MTA attack on the substrate is direct,
involving the formation of innersphere or outer-
sphere complexes. These complexes subsequently
dissociate giving radicals and other products. No
detailed kinetic study has so far been made for the
oxidation of cinnamic acid (CA) and crotonic acid
(CRA) by MnH.
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Materials and Methods
Manganese(III) acetate was prepared by known

methods-s. Crotonic and cinnamic acids were
recrystallised from water. Acetic acid (LR, BDH)
was purified by fractional distillation after refluxing
with chromium trioxide and acetic anhydride for

hr15. Sulphuric acid (Basynth, AR, sp. gr., 1.8)
nd manganese(Il) acetate (LR, BDH) were used

as such.

Procedure - The reaction system consisted of
manganese(III) acetate (S X 10-3 M), the unsaturated
acid (4 X 10-2 to 3.2 X 10-1 M) and [H+] (O.S M
sulphuric acid) with a total volume of SO ml in acetic
acid. All the components except MTA were placed
in a reaction flask which was thermostated. Maga-
nese(III) acetate in S M sulphuric acid containing
O.SM manganese(II) acetate solution was added to the
reaction mixtures; Mn2+ is added to stabilise MnH.

The starting time of the reaction is the time when
half of the solution has been transferred. At definite
intervals, S ml aliquots were pi petted out into 1%
solution of potassium iodide and the resulting iodine
was titrated against sodium thiosulphate solution
using starch as the indicator.

Absorption measurements, to determine stoichio-
metry, were carried out with a C.Z.U.V.-Vis specord
spectrophotometer at 27S run for cinnamic acid.

Results and Discussion
The oxidation of both the substrates in acetic acid

by manganese(III) acetate in sulphuric acid/manga-
se(II) acetate took place thermally at room tempe-

, ture. Carrying out the experiments in the presence
of dissolved oxygen or in the nitrogen atmosphere
did not affect the results. The results reported relate
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Fig. 1 - Rate plots for Mn3+ - CA and Mn3+ - CRA systems
{Curve A : -RMn vs [Mn3+] ;' [H+] = 0.5 M; [HOAC]
= 90% ; [CA] = 0.16 M ; [MnH] = 0.05 M ; temp.
= 30°. curve B : k'vs [CAP" ; [H+] = 0.5 M ; [HOAc]
= 90% ; [MTA] = 0.005 M ; [Mn2+] = 0.05 M ; temp.
= 30°. Curve C ; 11k' vs [CRA]-1,2 ; [H+] = 0.5 M ;
[HOAc] = 90%; [MTA] = 0.005 M; [Mn2+] = 0.05

M ; temp. = 40°}.

to thermal oxidation in the presence of dissolved
oxygen.

Rate of Mn3+ disappearance (-RMn)3- At constant
[substrate] (0.12 M), [H2S04] (0.5 M), HOAc (90%)
and temperature, a first order dependence with res-
pect to [Mn3+] was observed (Fig. 1). At constant
[Mn3+](5 X lO-3 M), [H2S04] (0.5 M), HOAc (90%)
and temperature (30° for CA and 40° for CRA),
variation in [substrate] (4 X 10-2 to 1.6 X 10-1 M
of cinnamic acid and 4 X 10-2 to 3.2 X 10-1M of
crotonic acid) gave increasing rates with increasing
[substrate]. Plot of k' vs [CA]1I2is linear and passes
through the origin indicating that order of the reac-
tion with respect to substrate is 0.5 (Fig. 1). In the
case of CRA, Ijk' is plotted against [CRAt1/2 and
same results are obtained.

At constant temperature (50°), [acetic acid] (90%)
and [sulphuric acid] (0.5 M), equal concentrations of
.substrate and oxidant were allowed to react. A plot
of Ij(a-x) vs time is approximately linear with a
large scatering of points. Also the k2 value calculated
from these plots is not constant.

Effect of solvent medium on rate - At constant
temperature, [MTA] : [substrate] = 0.005 M : 0.2 M
or 1 : 40 and constant sulphuric acid concentration
(0.5 M), the rate increases with increasing [acetic acid]
(50% to 90%).

Effect of sulphuric acid - As the [H2S04]is increas-
ed the rate of oxidation is found to increase. In

(

sulphuric acid the species present are Mn(H20)~+
and Mn (H20)sOH2+ (ref. 16). It is inferred that the
active species in the present studies is Mn(H20)sOH2+.

Effect of manganese(II) ion - Whereas Mn(III)
solution remains stable with increasing ratio of
[Mn(HI)] : [Mn(II)] (l : 10 to 1 : 20). the reaction
mixture added with MTA however gets coagulated,
preventing carrying out of any further work, if the

Jmanganese(II) acetate] : [substrate] ratio exceeds the
value 1 : 15. In the reaction mixture there was no
heterogeneous phase initially. But as the reaction
proceeded a fine coating of the oxidant on the sur-
face of the reaction vessel was observed. Under these
conditions if the experiments were carried out at
different temperatures, a plot of log k vs liT gives a
curve which means that both homogeneous and
heterogeneous reactions proceed simultaneously.
Experiments were carried out at different tempera-
tures only in the concentration range where no hete-
rogeneous phase existed.

Complex formation and stoichiometry - UV spectra
of the reaction mixtures of cinnamic acid and
crotonic acid, compared to the spectra' of the pure
compounds in acetic acid, show a strong 1t-complex
formation with high extinction coefficients.

The disappearance of manganese(III) acetate was
followed titrimetrically. Simultaneously the dis-
appearance of cinnamic acid for the same time inter-
val was determined spectrophotometrically at 275nm.
Stoichiometry is equal to - t,[Mn3+]j- A [AcidJ=3.
When both the results are considered it is clear that
for every molecule of substrate three molecules of
MTA are required. Benzaldehyde was detected by
TLC as one of the products in the oxidation of CA.
The presence of formaldehyde, the other product
of oxidation was indicated by the usual tests".

Reduction of HgC12and polymerization of acry-
lonitrile confirm that the reaction occurs through
free radical mechanism. Kinetic and other results
obtained could be interpreted as explained below.

The first step of oxidation of both CA and CRA
willbe the same as that of the oxidation of saturated
monocarboxylic acids by MTAl8'19. The resulting
carboxy radicals however are different in nature and
reactivity. As in the oxidation of saturated mono-
carboxylic acids by MTA, if a 'free' carboxy radical
were to form in the first step by the attack of one
molecule of MTA on CA or CRA, its subsequent
decay will result in radicals whose dimeri.sationwould
yield derivatives of butadi:ne as the major :produ~ts.
Alternatively the free radical may combine with
oxygen to for?l hydroperoxide or inte~act directly
with MTA to give the enol forms of propionaldehyde
or phenylacetaldehyde which immediately will
rearrange to the respective aldehydes. Even if hydro-
peroxide were assumed to be formed in the reaction
sequence, it will be in negligib~e.concentration ll:nd
since it possesses the characteristics of replaneshing
the manganese(III) jnvolved, it would n?t;affect the
iodometric titrations. The fact that propionaldehyde
and phenylacetaldehyde are not obtaine~ as products
is sufficient to indicate that the enyl radical (I) does
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not have an independent activity, but it is controlled
by steric factors in the near vicinity. Moreover the
order in these cases would be 2 and products analysed
by TLC indicate that the double bond is certainly
cleaved giving acetaldehyde and benzaldehyde as
major products (95 %) in the case of CRA and CA
respectively. The formation of y-Iactones is ruled
out on similar grounds as in the case of oxidation of
olefins in non-acqueous media'", the lactones are
stable five-membered ring compounds. Again in this
case also the order will be 2; which is not in con-
formity with the observed order of 1.5 and stoichio-
metry 3. Based on the aforesaid arguments the
following mechanism (Scheme 1) is proposed:

The unstable diol intermediate with the carbonium
ion rearranges with cleavage of the carbon-carbon
bond. Stable diol intermediates, which rearrange to
carbonyl compounds, have been reported in the
oxidation of olefins by thallium (III) acetate'".
For both the products only a single TI(III) ion is
used up. Tl(III) being a two-electron transfer oxi-
dant, it is finally reduced to TI(I). It can be expected
that two manganese(III) acetate molecules in aqueous
solutions could bring about similar reactions at the
double bond through an outersphere or innersphere
complex and a n;-complex between manganese (III)
acetate and double bond of the substrate.

n;-complexes with Co3+ have already been
reported2l'22. Chemical evidence for such n;-comple-
xes, as in the case of Co3+ and olefin comes from the
methanolysis of 2-acetoxyethyl-2-l3C (pyridine) co-
baloxime and reaction between Cob (III) alamins of
Cob(III) aloximes and vinyl ethers'",

The direct evidence for the formation of the com-
plex and 0.5 order with respect to the substrate is
derived from the obeying of the following kinetic
equation (Eq. 1).

1 1
kd K [CRA]1/2 + ~

1
k'

... (1)

where K is the equilibrium constant for the complex
between the substrate and MTA and k« is the de-
composition rate of the complex. For crotonic acid
the values are, k« = 5 X 10-4 see'? and K = 6.45 X 104•

The rate of oxidation of ci~namic acid is found

Scheme 1
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TABLE 1 - RATE PARAMETERSFOR Mn3+ - REDOX SYSTEMS

Substrate
Rate parameter

k' X 10·, sec-1

CA

11.20(25°)
21.39(30°)
29.10(35°)
48.95(40°)

CRA

13.16(50°)
23.52(60°)

E•., kcal/mole
L:-.St, e.u.
A sec-1i.Gt, kcal/mole

16.50
-21.30

1.41 x 108

22.80

12.42
-28.92

3.3 x 104

22.08

to be faster than that of crotonic acid, at all given
temperatures and [Mn(III)] : [substrate] ratios. The
only effect operating in the two systems is the inductive
effect, :vhi~h enh~nce~ the forn:mtion of the n;-complex
more In cmnarruc acid than In crotonic acid. The
l!V spectra of the n;-complexes show that the absorp-
tion In the case <;>fcinnamic acid is much higher
compared to that In the case of crotonic acid.

By carrying out the reaction at two different tem-
peratures and using Eq. 2.

In k21kl = -EIR [IITl - 11T2] ••• (2)
the. Ar~henius ~nergy of activation, e; entropy of
actrvation 6,S+ and free energy of activation 6, Gt
have been calculated (Table 1). The 6,Gt values
in both the cases are almost the same and may be
understood: in t~rms. of isokinetic relationship>',
for the radical moiety In both the cases is almost the
same undergoing reaction by the same mechanism
the free energy 6, Gt will be the same with relativ~
changes in 6,Ht and 6,St.

Acknowledgement
The. authors (R. D. and P. E.) thank the UGC, New

Delhi, for the award of a teacher fellowship and a
senior research fellowship respectively.

References
1. SENGUPTA, K. K. & SARKAR T. J. Indian chem. Soc.

52 (1975), 248. " ,
2. DRUMMOND,A. Y. & WATERS,W. A., J chem Sac (1955)497. . .., ,

3. DRUMMOND, A. Y. & WATERS W. A. J. chem, Soc.
(1953), 2836. " ,

4. GANGADEVI, N. & MAHADEVAN, V. J. chem, Soc. (D)
(1970), 797. " ,

5. WELLS, C. F. & BARNES, C., J. chem. Soc. (A) (1971)
1405. ' ,

6. BAREK, J. & BERKA, A., Colin Czech. Chern. Commun.
39 (1974), 3278.

7. WELLS, C. F. & KURITSYN, L. Y., J. chem. Soc. (A)
(1970), 676. '

8. HEIBA, E. I., DESSAU,R. M. & KOEHL, JR, W. J., J. Arn.
chem. Soc., 90 (1968), 5904.

9. HANOTIER, J., BRlDOUX, M. H. & PIERREDE RADZITZKY
J. chem, Soc. Perkin. II, (1973), 381. .,

10. BUSH, JR. J. B. & FINKBEINER, R., J. Am, chem. Soc.
90 (1968), 5903. '

11. JULIEN, K., D.Sc. Thesis, University of Oxford, 1962.
12. VIEBOCK,F., Ber. dt, Chern. Ges., 67 (1934), 197.



DEVARAJAN et al. : KINETICS OF OXIDATION OF CINNAMIC & C,ROTONIC ACIDS

13. GONCHARIK, V. P., TIKHONOVA, L. P. & YATSIMIRSKII,
K. B., Zh. neorg: Khim., 18 (1973), 1248.

14. ANDRULIS, JR. P. J. & DEWAR, M. J. S., J. Am. chem.
Soc., 88 (1966), 5483.

15. ORTON,K.J.P. & BRADFIELD,A.E., J. chem. Soc.,(1927),983.
16. YATSIMIRSKII, K. B., TlKHONOVA, L. P., GONCHARIK,

V. P; & KUDINOVA, G. V., Chem. Anal. (Warshaw),
17(4) (1972), 789.

17. WELLS, C. F. & BARNES, c., Trans. Faraday Soc., 66
(1970), 1154.

18. WELLS, C. F. & BARNES, c., Trans. FaradaySoc., 67
(1971), 3297

19. WELLS, C. F. & WHATLEY, D., J. chem. Soc., Faraday
Trans., 68 (1972), 434.

20. HENRY, P. M., J. Am. chem. Soc., 87 (1965), 4423.
21. Tstrrsur, M., LEVY, M. N., NAKAMURA,A., ICHIKAWA,

M. & MORI, K., Introduction to metal 'It-complex
'chemistry (Plenum Press, New York), 1970.

22. KWIATEK, J. & SEYLER, J. K., J. organometal. Chem.,
3 (1965), 433.

23. SILVERMAN,R. B. & DOLPHIN, D., J. Am. chem. Soc .•
98 (1976), 4626.

491

,.

(




