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Spectrophotometric study of acid-base equilibria of 4-(2-benzothiazolyl-
azo )resorcinol and 4-(2-benzothiazolylazo )salicylic acid

Mohamed S Abu-Bakr", Anwar S El-Shahawy & Seddique M Ahmed
Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Science, Assiut University, Assiut, Egypt

Received 16 November 1992; revised and accepted 7 April 1993

The visible absorption spectra of 4-(2-benzothiazolylazo)resorcinol and 4-(2-benzothiazolyla-
zo)salicyclic acid have been recorded in aquo-organic solvent mixtures in the pH range 0.5-12.0.
The spectral changes have been explained in terms of shifts in equilibria amongst different molecular
and ionic species of BTAR and BTAS existing in solution. The pK" values corresponding to the dif-
ferent ionisation steps have been determined at 25°C and 1=0.1 M (KNO)) by graphical analysis of
the absorbance-pH curves.

Though thiazolylazo and benzothiazolylazo phe-
nol derivatives form an interesting class of rea-
gents for spectrophotometric determination of
several metal ions I - 0, no solution studies have so
far been reported on the acid-base equilibria of
the two benzothiazolyl azophenol derivatives, viz.,
4-(2-benzothiazolylazo )resorcinol (BTAR) and
4-(2-benzothiazolylazo )salicylic acid (BTAS).

In the present work, a spectrophotometric
study of the acid-base equilibria of BTAR and
BTAS in water-organic solvent mixtures of vary-
ing pH's containing 20, 40 and 60% (v/v) of the
solvent at 1=0.1 M (KNOJ), has been reported.
The solvents used are methanol, ethanol, 1/-

propanol, iso-propanol, acetone, dioxane and
dimethyl formamide. The acid dissociation con-
stants of the two reagents have also been deter-
mined from the graphical analysis of the spectral
data.

Materials and Methods
The two reagents BTAR and BTAS were syn-

thesized and recrystallized by the reported meth-
od". The purity of the compounds was checked
by elemental analysis, melting point and TLCX.
Stock solutions of BTAR (3.0 x lo-~ M) and
BTAS (5.0 x lO-4 M) were prepared in the re-
quired solvent. The organic solvents, methanol,
ethanol, n-propanol, iso-propanol, acetone, diox-
ane or DMF used were either of spectroscopic
pure grade (SpectrosoI) from BDH or were purifi-
ed by conventional methods'}. All the other chem-
icals used were of AR grade. Doubly distilled wa-
ter was used in the experiments. The pH of the
solutions was maintained with nitric acid or KOH

and the ionic strength was maintained at /= 0.1 M
(KNOJ).

The absorption spectra were recorded on a Shi-
madzu UV 200 S double-beam spectrophotome-
ter at 25°C using 1 ern matched stoppered quartz
cells. The spectrophotometric measurements were
made within the wavelength range 320-650 nm.
The pH-measurements were made using a Radi-
ometer Model M 63 pH meter equipped with a
glass-calomel combination electrode. The pH va-
lues in partially aqueous solutions were corrected
as described by Douheret'".

Results and Discussion
Depending on the acidity of the medium, the

solution of BTAR contains four different acid-
hase forms, viz.,LH~, LHo, LH- and L--. The
monoprotonated species,U~.~,(460 nm) is present
in strong acid medium (pH < 1.0). In the pH range
- 1.0-3.5 the solution contains the yellow neutral
form (440 nm). The spectrum of BTAR in media
of pH 4.0-6.0 exhibits an absorption band at 470
nm. This behaviour indicates the presence of the
monoanionic form of BTAR. At relatively higher
pH values of 7.0-10.5, the spectrum exhihits a
new absorption band at 520 nm denoting the
douhly ionized form ofBTAR.

These spectral changes are assumed to accom-
pany the transformation of the neutral form LH2
to the monoanionic species LH -. The orange
LH - species existing in the pH range 4.0-6.0 is
converted into the red dianionic L- - at pH 6.5-
10.5, above which the spectrum exhibits no hand
shift or intensity changes.

The acid-base equilihria of BTAR have been
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studied in media containing 20, 40 and 60% (v/v)
of the organic co-solvent in the pH range - 0.5-
12.0. The organic solvents used are methanol,
ethanol, n-propanol, iso-propanol, acetone, diox-
ane and DMF. The absorption spectra of
3.0 x 1O-5M solution of the reagent at various
concentrations of HN03 or KOH were recorded
as the dependence A= F(A) for various pH values
The spectra of this reagent in all mixtures investi-
gated display three main absorption bands within
the pH range 1.0-12.0. The maximum absorption
of these bands is located at (430-455 nm), (440-
470 nm) and (508-525 nm) respectively. These
bands presumably denote absorption due to the
neutral molecules, monoionized, and doubly ne-
gatively charged species. The absorbance of each
of these bands depends upon the pH of the solu-
tion as well as its composition. All bands undergo
a regular shift to longer wavelengths on increasing
pH. In solutions of the same pH and constant
proportion of the organic co-solvent, the values of
Emaxfor the bands at longer wavelengths decrease
in the order DMF> dioxane> acetone>
iso-propanol> n-propanol > ethanol> methanol.

The increase of pH, however leads to the deve-
lopment of an absorption band near 440-470 nm
which probably corresponds to the formation of a
mononegatively charged species. The absorbance
of this band is lower than that due to neutral
molecules and decreases gradually with rise in pH
of the medium. Above pH 6.0, the band exhibits a
red shift and its absorbance increases gradually.

The absorption curves of BTAR within the pH
range 6.0-8.0 intercept near the wavelength
- 450-470 nm. The resulting isosbestic point may
be due to the equilibrium existing in solution be-
tween the mono and divalent anions ofBTAR.

In aqueous-alcohol or acetone media, the trans-
formation of univalent to divalent anions takes
place at pH> 7, but it starts to occur at relatively
lower pH 6.0-6.5 in aqueous-solvent mixtures
containing high proportions of DMF or dioxane.
The band due to the absorbance by the neutral
molecules, which is located near 440 nm attains
at pH 1.0-3.0, a maximum value which depends
primarily on the nature of the solvent used. The
value of the molar absorptivity Emaxfor this band
is also affected by the percentage of organic sol-
vents.

The absorbance values of BTAR at two differ-
ent specific wavelengths were examined as a func-
tion of pH for the different solutions of BTAR in-
vestigated. The variation of absorbance with pH
illustrates the effect of both the nature and the
composition of the medium (Fig. 1). The dissocia-

tion constants of BTAR in various media were
evaluated from the individual formation regions of
the absorbance-pH curves by graphical analy-
SiSll-14•

The transformations are derived from the equ-
ations for the equilibrium constant and mass bal-
ance equations, combined with the equation for
total absorbance of the solution (assuming the val-
idity of Beers law). After simple rearrangement
one obtains!" for the equilibrium (A), the transfor-
mations Eqs. (1-4 ),
LHx~LH;_qq+qH+,Kax (A)
El E2
A=£ICL + K", (£2CL- A)/[H+lq= All + FIKa, ••• (1)
A= £2CL-(A- £ICL)K ~,l[H+lq=Ao2- F2K~: ...(2)
CJ A= 1/£1- (CL£2- A) [H+rq A-IE -IIK",

=E-I'-QI[H+rq
••• (3)

CJA=1/E2+(A-CLEI) [H+lq A-l£-/K~"I
= E-21+ Q2[H+r . .. (4)

where A is the absorbance, CL is the total reagent
concentration, EI and E2are molar absorption co-
efficients, K Q is the equilibrium constant of the
reaction (A), and the other symbols are self ex-
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Fig. I-Variation of absorbance with pH for solutions of
3.0 x 10-5 M (BTAR) in different water-organic solvent mix-
tures, 40% (v/v) organic solvent: a) methanol; b) ethanol; c) 11-

propanol; d) iso-propanol; e) acetone; f) dioxane; and g)
DMF; at 1..=520 nm.
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planatory. The plots of A = f(FI or F2) and Cd
A=f(Q[H+]-q or Q2[H+]q)were linear. The values
of the dissociation constants were obtained from
the slopes of these linear plots. More precise va-
lues of K could be evaluated using the "graphical
logarithmic analysis". The corresponding Eq. (5)
can be derived from anyone of the Eqs. (1-4 ).

A-£ICL
log q pH - pKa,

£2CL-A
... (5)

The slope of the plot log [(A-1\1I)/(Ao2 - A)]
versus f(pH) gives the number of protons (q) lib-
erated in the acid-base equilibrium (q = 1 for
reaction A). The value of pH at which log
[A-1\lI]/[ 1\)2 - A] is equal to zero determines the
value of pHa/q.

The procedure described above was applied se-
parately to each wavelength and from the series
of pK ax values, mean values were calculated. The
deviation from the mean pK values were evaluat-
ed using Eq. (6),

[
N. 1- 1 - 2

o(pK)= N, n~1 (pK - pKn) ... (6)

where pK is the mean value calculated from pK

values obtained from curves for individual wave-
length n and N.. is the number of wavelengths
used. The values of the dissociation constants
were also calculated using the general least
squares program LETAGROP-SPEFO of Sillen
and Warnqvistl5 by treating the original data
[A= f(pH)] and minimizing the residual squares
sum function U. The pKa values corresponding to
the different ionization steps of BTAR are shown
in Table 1. The values obtained by analysis of the
absorbance versus pH graphs using Eq. (5) are in
good agreement with those calculated by the re-
gression method. The distribution curves for the
different species of BTAR (40% v/v methanol)
computed from the acid dissociation constants of
the reagent are shown in Fig. 2.

The absorption spectra of BTAS show four ab-
sorption bands within the pH range - ~ 1.0-11.5 in
all aqueous organic solvent mixtures investigated.
The band appearing at 460 om in strongly acidic
solutions (pH ~ 0.8) is presumably due to absorp-
tion by the cationic form (lH;) of the reagent.
The absorption band at A.= 405-415 nm in the
pH 1.0-3.0, is presumably due to the neutral spe-
cies (lH2). At pH 3.0-5.0 the spectrum of BTAS
exhibits an absorption band with A.maxat 420-435

Table I-Mean pK,,; value' of 4-(2-benzothiazolylazo)resorcinol (BTAR) and 4-{2-benzothiazolylazo)salicylic acid (BTAS) in different
water-organic solvent mixtures

[Temp. ~ 25°C; I ~ 0.1 M(KNO))]

Organic %(v/v) BTAR BTAS
solvent

pK", (LH/LH-) pK.2 (LH- /U-) pK., (LHz/LH-) pKo2 (LH-lLz-)

Graphical Regression Graphical Regression Graphical Regression Graphical Regression
analysis procedure analysis procedure analysis procedure analysis procedure

Methanol 20 6.20 ± 0.03 6.25 ± 0.010 10.30 ± 0.01 1O.28±0.01 3.08±0.02 3.1O±0.01 1O.15±0.01 1O.14±0.03
40 6.55±0.02 6.58 ± 0.008 10.35 ± 0.03 10.33 ± 0.Ql 4.05±0.01 4.03±0.02 10.50 ± 0.03 10.53 ± 0.02
60 6.65±0.04 6.67±0.013 1O.40±0.02 1O.37±0.03 5.65±0.03 5.67±0.01 1O.70±0.02 10.72 ± 0.02

Ethanol 20 5.10 ±O.OS 5.1S ±0.04 8.60±0.04 8.62 ±0.03 3.20±0.02 3.18±0.01 8.90 ± 0.02 8.93±0.Ql
40 5.17±0.01 S.13±0.02 8.75±0.05 8.73±0.01 3.40±0.01 3.43±0.01 9.22±0.03 9.17 ± 0.04
60 5.32 ± 0.03 5.34±0.01 9.15±0.02 9.12±0.02 3.65±0.04 3.68±0.02 9.63 ± 0.04 9.61 ±0.01

n-Propano] 20 4.S5±0.02 4.S7±0.03 8.27±0.04 8.25±0.01 3.30±0.03 3.32 ±0.02 9.75±0.03 9.78±0.02
40 4.95±0.03 4.92±0.02 9.05±0.02 9.07±O.o2 3.45±0.02 3.40 ± 0.03 1O.00±0.03 1O.02±0.02
60 5.1O±0.01 5.12±0.01 9.20±0.01 9.23 ± 0.01 3.55±0.02 3.52±O.o1 1O.10±0.02 1O.13±0.01

iso-Propanol 20 4.75±0.04 4.76±0.04 8.70 ± 0.03 8.72 ± 0.03 4.50±0.03 4.52±0.01 9.80 ± 0.02 9.82 ±0.Ql
40 5.00 ± 0.02 4.97±0.03 9.1O±0.02 9.13 ± 0.01 4.60 ± 0.04 4.63 ± 0.01 1O.05±0.03 10.03 ± 0.03
60 5.22 ± 0.01 5.24±0.01 9.40±0.04 9.44±0.02 4.70±0.05 4.72±0.02 10.15± 0.04 1O.16±0.Q2

Acetone 20 5.51 ±O.OS 5.48±0.05 8.15±0.02 8.13±0.02 5.62±0.03 5.64 ± 0.02 9.60±0.03 9.63±0.01
40 5.30 ±O.o3 5.2S±0.03 8.30±0.03 8.13±0.02 5.70 ± 0.04 5.68±0.05 10.15± 0.02 10.11± 0.03
60 5.75±0.02 S.77±O.OI 8.50 ± 0.04 8.53±0.O2 6.00 ± 0.02 6.02±0.03 10.31±0.03 1O.26±0.05

Dioxane 20 4.52 ± 0.03 4.S4±0.02 7.50 ± 0.01 7.53±0.01 3.40 ± 0.02 3.43 ± 0.02 8.40 ± 0.04 8.41 ±0.02
40 4.1S ±0.01 4.18±0.02 7.40±0.03 7.38±0.03 3.20±0.03 3.21 ±0.03 8.70±0.02 8.67±0.03
60 4.0S±0.04 4.04±0.01 7.2S±0.02 7.28±0.02 3.12±0.04 3.16±0.01 8.95±0.03 8.90±O.o3

DMF 20 4.55±0.03 4.S6 ±0.03 7.60 ± 0.01 7.62±0.02 3.15±0.04 3.17±0.02 8.65±0.02 8.67±0.01
40 4.38 ± 0.01 4.36 ±0.02 7.50 ± 0.03 7.48±0.01 2.95±0.03 2.92±0.01 8.55±0.01 8.52±O.o3
60 4.25±0.O4 4.27±0.01 7.25±0.02 7.28±0.01 2.80±0.OS 2.8S±0.03 8.10 ± 0.03 8.05±0.04

'Values resulting as a mean from the values calculated for each wavelength.

------
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Fig. 2-Distribution curves for different acid-base forms of
BTAR [40% (v/v) methanol, 1=0.1 M KNO), 25°C];
CL =3.0x 10-5 M; a=(1) [LH;)ICL; (2) [LH2)1CL, (3) [LW]/

C, and (4) [U-)IC,.

nm. The latter band corresponds to absorption by
the monoanionic form of BTAS and suffers a red
shift on decreasing acidity of the medium. The
spectrum of BTAS displays a symmetrical and in-
tense band with Amax at 515-535 nm in the pH
range 7.5-11.5, corresponding to the dianionic
form (L- -) of the reagent. The absorption versus
pH-graphs obtained at 420 nm show the various
acid-base equilibria which exist in solution (Fig.
3).

It was concluded that the cationic species is the
predominant form of BTAS in solutions of
pH < 0.8. The neutral molecules of BTAS (LH:,)
exist as the prevalent species at pH values of 1.0-
3.0. The transformation of the latter form to the
monoanionic species (LH-) occurs at pH 3.5-7.0,
above which elimination of another proton lead-
ing to the formation of the bivalent anion (U -) is
assumed. The different acid-base equilihria that
may occur in solutions of BTAS can he represent-
ed by the following scheme,

o:).~.~-Q-0H
'H+ COOH

protonote.d
pH<o·e

O~=N-Q-CH+H+
'" N/

COOH
nonionic
pH 1-0-)·0 1t-PKeoCH

d in~tiveanion
pH 7·0-11·5

mcncoeqctivecnicn
pH )'5-7·0

The pK" values and the corresponding acid base
equilibria are given in Table I.

The pK (/ values corresponding to the different
ionisation steps of BTAR and BTAS, are influ-
enced by hoth the nature and amount of organic
solvent used. The elimination of the proton from
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Fig. 3-Plot of absorbance versus pH of 5 x 10--' M (BTAS)
in different percentages of aqueous-organic solvent mixtures
at ),,=420 nm. (a) 20% (v/v) ethanol; (b) 40% (v/v) ethanol;

(c) 1i0°;', (v/v) ethanol.

COOH or OH is enhanced as the amount of
DMF is increased but diminishes as the propor-
tion of methanol, ethanol, acetone or dioxane is
increased in solution. This behaviour can be ex-
plained by the fact that the former solvent acts as
a proton acceptor rather than donor and causes
protonation of the lone pairs of electrons on the
COOH and OH groups facilitating proton disso-
ciation. The decrease of ionisation on increasing
the alcohol or acetone content in solution may be
attrihuted to the blocking of the rt electrons of
the C =0 groups by solvent molecules. The
hands undergo a bathoehromic shift on increasing
the concentration of DMF in solution. This be-
haviour depends on solvation effect rather than
on the dielectric properties. The band shift to
shorter wavelength caused hy increasing the pro-
portion of dioxane can be attributed to the dec-
rease of the concentration of the ionised forms as
a result of ionic association.

The pK" values obtained in solutions containing
the same percentage of different organic solvents
follow the order, DMF <dioxane < acetone
< II-propanol < ethanol < isopropanol < methanol.
This is presumably due to a decrease in the tend-
ency of the solvent to associate with the solute
through l-l-bond. Acetone is characterized by a
very weak tendency to donate hydrogen bond 1/,.

The lowest pK" value in DMF is because of its
high basic character facilitating the ionisation pro-
cess.

During the course of this study we observed
that the two pK" values for BTAR (Table 1) are
due to the deprotonation of the p and o-OH
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group mainly from the resorcinol part. In BTAS,
pKal is due to the ionisation of a proton from the
carboxylic group, whereas pK a2 is assigned to the
ionisation of the phenolic-OH group. Also, on
comparing the pKa values of BTAR and BTAS
(in 20% v/v ethanol) with their analogoues, 2-(thi-
azolylazo)resorcinol (TAR) and 2-(thiazolylazo)
salicylic acid (TAS), it is obvious that the pKa va-
lues of BTAR (5.10, 8.60) and BTAS (3.18, 8.90)
are lower than those of TARl7 (6.23, 9.44) and
TAS18 (4.30, 10.06) respectively. This behaviour
can be explained on the basis that, the fusion of a
benzene ring to thiazole moiety decreases the pK a
values of the two investigated benzothiazolylazo
phenol derivatives. This is in accordance with the
view that the fusion of a benzene ring to 2-arnino-
thiazole moiety decreases the pK NH due to an in-
crease in the resonance interactions involving the
unshared pair of electrons of the nitrogen atom in
thiazole. This is in accordance with an earlier ob-
servation that the fusion of a benzene ring de-
creases the pKNH of pyridine from 5.23 to 4.94 in
quinoline 19.

Furthermore, pKa2 values of BTAS are higher
than those of BTAR. This can be attributed to the
ease of ionization of - COOH group in BTAS at
lower pH values forming the monoanionic species
of BTAS. This renders the ionization of the - OH
group more difficult (i.e. higher pK avalues).

----------
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