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The following section of the journal contains a part of the papers presented at
the Panel on Manuscript Studies on the occasion of the ‘18" International
Conference of Ethiopian Studies’, held in Dire Dawa, Ethiopia, on October
29-November 2, 2012. As agreed with the organizers of the conference, Eloi
Ficquet and Ahmed Hassen Omer, as well as with the Organizing Committee,
in compliance with the policy adopted, the proceedings of this panel appear in
the form of a monographic section within the regular issue of Aethiopica.

The Panel on Manuscript Studies—no. 2.01 in the nomenclature of the
conference—was proposed by Alessandro Bausi and Denis Nosnitsin, with
the intention of stimulating reflection on ‘the wide scope, goals and nature
of ‘Ethiopian Manuscript Studies’ as such (within and beyond the limits of
traditional ‘codicology’), as well as their implication and impact upon related
fields” in an interdisciplinary perspective. Among the points suggested for
further discussion, were ‘the necessity of considering two most important
recent developments in manuscripts studies, i.e. the ‘comparative approach”,
the ‘relationship and impact of manuscript studies upon philological (text-
critical) methodologies’, and a ‘tentative outline of a ‘manuscript geography’
in Ethiopia’.! At the same time, the criteria for the panel were set in such a

' Important stimulus to the proposal was provided by different projects running at, or co-
ordinated in, Hamburg University at the time: ‘Comparative Oriental Manuscript Studies
(COMSLt)’, a Research Networking Programme funded by the European Science Foun-
dation (ESF, 2009-2014) and coordinated by the Hiob Ludolf Centre for Ethiopian Stud-
ies; ‘Ethio-SPaRe: Cultural Heritage of Christian Ethiopia. Salvation, Preservation, Re-
search’, Independent Research Starting Grant funded by the European Research Council
(ERC, 2009-2015), based at the same centre; and ‘Cross-Section Views of Evolving
Knowledge: Canonico-Liturgical and Hagiographic Ethiopic Christian Manuscripts as
Corpus-Organizers’, a sub-project of the Sonderforschungsbereich 950 ‘Manuskript-
kulturen in Asien, Afrika und Europa’, funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
(DFG, 2010-2015), based at the Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures.
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way as to make it inclusive and convenient for the discussion of a wide
range of topics and issues, both innovative and traditional.

The session hosted eleven papers, out of which six appear here in the
proceedings: Bogdan Burtea, “Traditional Medicine and Magic According to
Some Ethiopian Manuscripts from European Collections’; Daniel Assefa,
‘The Term ‘alam in 1Enoch’; Ekaterina Gusarova, ‘Ethiopian Manuscripts
in State and Private Collections of St Petersburg: An Overview’; Susanne
Hummel, ‘Searching for the Appropriate Editorial Technique: The Case of
Gadli Sirsi Petros’; Yosef Demissie, “Text Emendations in Ethiopic Manu-
script NLM no. 27 (National Archives and Library Agency, Addis Abeba)’.
The paper by Mersha Alehegne, ‘Regularity and Uniformity in the Ethiopian
Hagiographical Tradition: A Particular Focus on Narrating the Childhood
of Saints’, that could not be presented at Dire Dawa, is also included here.

Moreover, six more papers were presented at the conference, that, for
different reasons, could not be submitted: Antonella Brita, “The Organization
of Knowledge in the Hagiographic Multiple-text Manuscripts: The Case of
the Gadla sama‘tar’; Gidena Mesfin, “What is in a Name? Ethiopian Magic
“Asmat’ in Light of Ge‘ez Manuscripts’; Hagos Abrha, “The Nine Saints:
Focusing on the Manuscripts of Géidld Yom‘ata’; and Eugenia Sokolinski,
‘New Sources for the Traditional History of Ethiopia: An Ambharic
Manuscript from Madrd Ruba’. Others were printed in the meanwhile: Rafat
Zarzeczny, ‘Some Remarks Concerning the Ethiopic Recension of the ‘Life
of Antony”, Orientalia Christiana Periodica, 79/1 (2013), 37-60—or are in
print elsewhere: Alessandro Bausi, “The Strange Case of a Recent Ethiopian
Edition: Some Reflections’, in print as “The Ethiopic Book of Clement: The
Case of a Recent Ethiopian Edition and a Few Additional Remarks’, in Adam
McCollum, ed., Studies in Ethiopian Languages, Literature, and History,
Presented to Getatchew Haile by his Friends and Colleagues, Aethiopistische
Forschungen (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 2016).

The texts below were not substantially developed and mostly reflect the
state of their respective oral presentations, and the overall level of the panel
as staged at the Conference. This was the deliberate aim of the panel
organizers; therefore the preparation for publication was mostly limited to
the regular editorial processing. Note that the transcription system adopted
by some authors for their contributions differs from the default system

adopted by Aethiopica.
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