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A case of simultaneous passage obstruction in the stomach and
terminal ileum due to plastic gloves pica, which were able to be
diagnosed preoperatively and removed by small laparotomy.

Kyoichi Harada, Tatsuro Gondai, Takashi Fujii, Kenichi Takemoto,
Katsuhiro Koshino, Atsushi Toma, Toshiya Ochiai
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Pica onset is sometimes noted in patients with mental retardation or elderly people
with dementia. In most cases, where a foreign body has been ingested and found in the
gastrointestinal tract, it is excreted naturally. There are relatively few cases requiring
surgery. We experienced a case of pica, where the patient had an obstruction in the stomach
and terminal ileum caused by a pair of plastic gloves respectively. We were able to assess
the location of the foreign bodies preoperatively, following which we extracted them
simultaneously.
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A 45-year-old man who had mental retardation was urgently admitted to our hospital

with complaints of vomiting and melena. By computed tomography examination and

gastrointestinal endoscopy, we diagnosed the patient with obstruction in the stomach and

terminal ileum by plastic foreign matters, which had been ingested. It was difficult to remove

the denatured and hardened plastic gloves from the stomach using an endoscope. Instead, we

extracted them through a small laparotomy. There was complicated fat necrosis at the wound

site, but the patient was discharged from the hospital 17 days after the operation.
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