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Abstract
The Timor-Alor-Pantar (TAP) language family has a special place in South-East 
Asian linguistics; its members make up the western extreme of the Papuan 
language sphere. Along with an exhaustive bibliography of works on the 
TAP languages, this paper presents a state-of-the-art review of the ongoing 
documentation of the TAP language family in terms of both linguistic description 
and (pre-)historical reconstruction. The paper concludes with a consideration 
of the prospects for future studies of the TAP languages. 
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1 Introduction1

At the eastern end of the Minor Sundic Island chain, there is a small Papuan 
language family known as the Timor-Alor-Pantar (TAP) family (Map 1). TAP 

1	 Schapper’s research was supported by grant 08-EuroBABEL-OP-025 from De 
Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek. Schapper thanks Emilie T.B. 
Wellfelt who encouraged her to undertake an experiment, and gave much valuable information 
as to culture and history.
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