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Adolf Fridriksson:
Pingminjarannsoknir arid 2003

Inngangsoro

Arid 2003 var annad ar verkefnisins binghald ad fornu. Markmid pess er ad rannsaka minjar
um pinghald & islandi, kanna aldur peirra og &stand, athuga skipulag pingstada, stadsetningu,
0g proun. Hér er sagt fra rannsoknum & pingvéllum og Hegranespingi i agripi, en itarlegri
lysingar er ad finna i peim skyrslum sem 4 eftir koma i pessu hefti.

Alls unnu & pridja tug visindamanna og serfreedinga vid rannsoknirnar. Verkefnisstjorar eru
Adolf Fridriksson og Sigurdur Lindal. Adrir patttakendur voru Oscar Aldred, Colleen Batey,
Matthew Brown, Astrid Daxbdck, Gardar Gudmundsson, Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir, Hildur
Gestsdottir, Inga Soley Kristjonudattir, Yekaterina Krivorgskaya, Magnuds A. Sigurgeirsson,
Odinn Haraldsson, Howell Magnus Roberts, Ranar Leifsson, Stefan Olafsson, Susanne Kahn,
Freya Sadarangani, James Taylor, Uggi Avarsson og Jim Woollett.

pingstadaverkefnid og fyrirliggjandi afrakstur pess hefur vida verid kynntur fyrir
frodleiksfusum almenningi og fjolmidlum. Eftirtalin erindi voru haldin & arinu: Adolf
Fridriksson, Hvad geymir jordin a Pingvollum? Adalfundur Hins islenzka békmenntafélags,
Pjodmenningarhusinu 30. névember 2002; -bPingstadarannsdknir 2002. R&dstefna Félags
islenskra fornleifafreedinga, Norraena hdsinu 18. jantar 2003; -Um fornleifar og skaldskap.
pingvellir og bein Jonasar. Utgafuhatid Bjarts, Stfistanum 9. april 2003; -Fornleifar &
Vestfjoroum. Vorpingstadir, kuml og adrar minjar. Vestfirdir a midéldum, Menntaskolanum a
[safirdi, 13.-15. juni 2003; -Fornleifarannsoknir & Pingvéllum 2003. Fimmtudagsganga &
Pingvollum, 26. juni 2003; -pingvellir and the local assemblies. Recent Work. Meeting of the
UNESCO World Heritage List Nomination work group, Pjédmenningarhusinu, 4. &gust 2003;
-Archaeology, Heritage and Tourism in Iceland. - The Truth and some other Problems. CAES,
Circumpolar Arctic Environmental PhD Studies Workshop, Odda, Reykjavik 9. — 10. agust
2003; -Héradspingin, Eyrbyggjuping, Stykkisholmi 30.-31. &gust 2003.

Adstandendur verkefnisins eru pakklatir Kritnihatioarsjodi fyrir veglegan studning vid
rannsoknirnar. Jafnframt standa peir i pakkarskuld vid starfsmenn pjodgardsins & bingvéllum,
pingvallanefnd, starfsmenn Valhallar, landeigendur Gards a Hegranesi, og rannsoknarfélki &

Holum i Hjaltadal.



Pingvellir 2003
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Mynd 1. Yfirlit yfir rannsdknarsvaedi & pingvollum.

Arid 2002 var gerd forkénnun & Pingvollum vid Oxara. Tilgangur hennar var ad athuga astand
minjanna og akvarda hvar veeri fysilegast ad gera frekari rannsoknir med uppgrefti. Grafnar
voru kénnunarholur vid “Njalsbid” vestan ar, & Midmundartuni, Biskupshélum sem eru milli
kirkju og éarbakka, og nordan Biskupshola & arbakka Oxarar ad austan. I ljos kom ad &
Biskupsholum veeru téluverdar mannvistarleifar, vel vardveittar og hluti peirra m.a. mjog forn
eda allt fra upphafi pinghalds. Var pvi akvedid, i samradi vid bingvallanefnd, ad leggja

aherslu a rannsoknir a Biskupsholum.

Uppgroftur hofst & ny 2. juni 2003 og stoad til juniloka. Til pessa hofou einungis verid grafnir
mjoir kénnunarskurdir, en nd var opnad stért svaedi & nordanverdum Biskupsholum (sja mynd

2). Urvinnslu er ekki lokid, en nidurstada uppgraftar sumarsins er i adalatridum st ad hann



Mynd 2-3. Fra Biskupshélum

stadfestir paer alyktanir sem dregnar
voru arid adur um rannsoknargildi

svaedisins. barna eru margar, Vel

& vardveittar byggingaleifar og paer

elstu eru mjog liklega fra 10. 6ld. Eru
pad einu minjarnar innan
pinghelginnar sem vitad er ad sé fra
peim tima. Fremst & mynd 2 sést
nordurveggur & mjog storu mannvirki
sem liklega er fra pjédveldisold. Enn
sem komid er sest adeins brot af
pessari byggingu par sem sterstur
hluti hennar liggur undir 6gréfnu
svaedi sunnan vid og verdur pad

opnad i aféngum nastu sumur.

Yfir pessu stora mannvirki eru leifar yngri minja. Ovist er um hlutverk peirra, en paer gatu

verid badaleifar par sem engir gripir eda 6nnur ummerki fundust er gefa til kynna ad par hafi

stadid Utihas eda beejarleifar. Athyglisverd er byggingin sem sést & mynd 3-4. Svo virdist sem



par hafi verido grafinn
skurdur eda ras og hun fyllt
med grjoti sem lagt hefur
verid til & reglulegan hatt.
= Einkennilegt er  ad
byggingin  virdist  vera
hringlaga, eda a.m.k. med
half-bogadregnum

nordurvegg. Um adra hluta
" hennar verdur ekkert sagt &

pessu stigi par sem ramur

helmingur hennar er enn
ografinn. Svo virdist sem um sokkul undir timburbyggingu sé ad raeda. EKki er kunnugt um
sambeerilegar byggingarleifar hér a landi.

Mynd 4-5. “Grjotsokkull” a Biskupsholum.

Auk uppgraftarins a
Biskupsh6lum var haldid
afram leit ad 6drum minjum
4 og vid pingstadinn. Ad
o, bessu sinni var 16gd ahersla a
ad kanna mannvistarleifar &
austurbakka Oxarar og leita
ummerkja um 6skuhauga og
Y adra stadi par sem Grgangur
hefur safnast upp a fyrri tid.

RIS Notadur var til pess litill
Kjarnabor. Borad var & um 70 stddum vestan og nordan uppgraftarreits & Biskupshélum, vid
toftir sem fundust i trjdllundinum sudvestast i Midmundartini og i midju tuninu. Litilshattar
ruslalog fundust nordan stéru toftarinnar & Biskupsholum, og vid mannvirkin i trjalundinum.
Engir storir 6skuhaugar komu i 1jés. Frekari kénnun & svaedinu geeti leitt i 1jés fleiri stadi par
sem Grgangur safnadist fyrir. | nasta rannsoknarafanga verdur uppgraftarsvedid &
Biskupshdlum stekkad til sudurs og gerdar frekari rannsoknir & Midmundartuni.



Forkdnnun & Hegranesi 2003

Uppmeling og fornleifauppgroftur for fram & Hegranespingstad dagana 30.juni til 11.juli
2003 undir stjorn Hildar Gestsdottur og Gardars Guomundssonar. Markmid rannsdknarinnar
var ad athuga aldur og gerd meintra budaminja, og aldur og hlutverk garda & svadinu, og
meta rannsoknargildi minjastadarins.

Minjastadurinn var allur meldur upp og gerd af honum nakvaem kort.

Grafid var & tveimur stddum, sydst og nyrst & minjastadnum. Nyrdra svaedid ner yfir hluta
toftar i nordausturhluta minjasvedisins, en st bud hefur eitthvad skemmst par sem rofabard
afmarkar austurhluta svaedisins. 1 1jos kom ad badin er hladin Gr torfi og grjoti, og ad torfid
hefur verid tekid stuttu eftir ad gjoskan ar Heklugosinu 1104 féll. Yfir og umhverfis téftina
voru mooskulég med dyrabeinum. Bendir pad til pess ad rusli hafi verid hent rétt ut fyrir
budina, og liklegt er ad reglulega hafi verid mokad Gt ar henni. Yfir 6llum mannvistarldgum
la svo gjéska ar Heklugosinu 1766, sem pydir ad budin hefur verid komin Gr notkun pegar
gjoskan féll.

Sydra uppgraftarsveedid var par sem maetast hringlaga gardur (kirkjugardsveggur?) og steerra
gardlag (tungardur?). bessir gardar virdast vera seinni tima mannvirki, p.e. yngri en
pingstadurinn. Vid uppgroftinn kom i 1jés ad hringgardurinn er ad mestu byggdur ar torfi,
einhverntima eftir 1104. S& steerri er reistur Ur labordu grjoéti, hann er ekki hladinn, heldur
hafa steinarnir verid lagdir déreglulega i gardinn. Grjétid ar honum liggur ad hluta yfir
hringlaga gardinn, og pvi er steerri gardurinn yngri. Gjéskan Ur Heklugosinu 1766 4 einnig
yfir pessum minjum, og greinilegt var ad svadid sem peir umlykja hafi litid sem ekkert verid i
notkun i p6é nokkurn tima adur en han féll. Inni i hringlaga mannvirkinu komu i 1jos
regulegar, aflangar gryfjur, sennilega eftir likagroft, enda er og liklegt ad hér hafi verid kirkja
og kirkjugardur. borf er & frekari rannsoknum til ad stadfesta pad med vissu.

Pad sem mest kom & Ovart i uppgreftrinum var ad mannabein fannst i efstu ruslalégum
budatdftarinnar & nordursvedinu. Um var ad reda heegri lerleggjarhofud, liklega ar konu.
Ekki er vitad hvernig eda hversvegna pad var i badatoftinni, en ekki er 6sennilegt ad beinid
hafi borist ar meintum kirkjugardi vid e.k. rask par a fyrri tid. Vid pad vaknar su spurning

hvort ad kirkjugardurinn hafi verid i notkun samtima pingstadnum.

Nidurstada rannsoknanna stadfestir ad & Hegranesi veeri unnt ad gera arangursrikan



fornleifauppgroft. ZAskilegt veeri ad kanna m.a. betur sydri hluta svaedisins og stadfesta ad par
séu leifar bajar og kirkju og athuga hvort par hafi verid byggd og eda kirkjan i notkun
samhlida pinghaldi eda eftir ad pingstadurinn hafdi 1idid undir lok. Eins veeri mikilvaegt ad
rannsaka fyrr en sidar toftaleifar & austurbrin minjastadarins enda liggja paer undir verulegum

skemmdum.
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Howell M. Roberts:

Excavations at bingvellir 2003 - A Preliminary Report

Summary

Fornleifastofnun islands undertook research excavations at bingvellir between the 2™ and the
26™ of June, 2003. Excavation targeted remains within an area at the northeastern end of
“Biskupsholar” — an area of positive earthworks historically associated with temporary
structures used by the Bishop of Iceland and his retinue for the annual assembly. These
remains consisted of numerous stone alignments, and parts of stone faced turf walls. They are
interpreted as being fragments of an as yet unknown number of temporary structures, each of
which may have undergone numerous episodes of repair and reconstruction. Positive dating
evidence was somewhat limited, but deposits excavated in this area are believed to be from

the post-medieval period.
The project was funded by the Kristnihatidarsjodur and conducted in co-operation with the

pingvellir National Park, and forms part of a larger study into the practice and nature of

administrative and judicial assemblies (Pinghald ad fornu).
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Introduction and Background

Figure 1 - Plan of visible structures (in red)

Excavation at bingvellir in 2003 forms part of the second year of a five year project (Pinghald
ad fornu) aimed at better understanding the archaeology of assembly sites throughout Iceland.
Although these sites are broadly “well known”, and have been a topic of study for over a
century, very little archaeological excavation has actually been undertaken at any of the
Icelandic assembly sites. Much of our information about these assemblies comes from
documentary and antiquarian sources. “Pinghald til forna” aims to begin the process of
redressing this issue. Pingvellir is located at the northern shore of the lake bingvallavatn,
within a valley dominated by cliffs and seismic fissures. The Oxara river runs through the

site, dividing the area of archaeological interest.
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The majority of visible archaeological features are to be found on the western bank of the
river, within an area measuring some 425m in length and up to 120m wide. A second
apparently smaller cluster of archaeological features are located on the eastern bank, close to
the modern church and farm. A number of outlying structures, and further areas of potential
study may be noted — both on the peninsula “Spongin”, and to the south of the modern farm at
Midmundatin, where remains were noted during cable laying work in 1957. Furthermore,
erosion of the riverbanks, and changes in the water level of the lake may have caused the loss
of parts of the original area of the site. The precise count of visible remains is of course
somewhat debatable, but the map produced by Samuel Eggertson on behalf of Matthias
pordarson in 1929 indicates 37 distinct structures and a further 8 possible features. This total
is held to be by no means an exhaustive record of areas of archaeological potential.

The current project began in 2002, with the mapping and evaluation of the “Biskupshdlar”
area, evaluation of the Midmundatan area, further evaluation of 2 structures to the west of the
river, and the testing of 2 potential features on the eastern river bank. Five evaluation trences

in the Biskupholar area all revealed complex structural remains, primarily stone built walls.

50m

03 Area NN \
B 02 Trench - N\RNea R

Figure 2 - Biskupsholar
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In 2003 the project focused on excavation in the “Biskupshdlar” area. A team of 6-8 people
spent 4 weeks exposing and recording archaeological remains, within a single open area
measuring circa 130mz2. The excavation area is aligned with the national grid and centered on
E 397175 N 418975, ISN93. The Biskupsholar area is currently open grass lawn, sloping
gently from circa 104m above sea level at the centre-southeast down to circa 101m at the
riverbank. The Biskupshdlar area, limited by the Oxara at the west, the churchyard at the
southwest and a tarmaced roadway at the southeast, measures circa 55m in length, 28-30m in
width and has a total area of approximately 1500m2.

In addition to the open area excavation, a coring exercise was conducted at the northwestern
edge of the Biskupshdlar area, and in the area surrounding the church and farm, for purposes

of prospection and to typify the soil profile (see Woollett, below).

Aims and Methods

Previous work at pingvellir by Sigurdur Vigfusson, in 1879 had indicated a simple
rectangular structure some 30m in length in the Biskupsholar area. A study of the surface
topology in 2002 could in some ways be interpreted to correlate with this, but a higher degree
of complexity was noted. Evaluation trenches within the area more than confirmed this
complexity — revealing multiple phases of construction and the remains of many apparently
separate buildings. The primary aim of excavation work in 2003 was to shed some further
light on the connections between various structural elements, and to hopefully recover some
well stratified dating evidence. Subsidiary aims included typifying the nature of any potential
occupation deposits, and seeking a clearer explanation of Sigurdur Vigfusson’s interpretation.

To achieve these aims a single contiguous area was targeted for excavation, that forming the
northeastern part of the Biskupsholar area. It is in this area that some further complexity was
noted on Samuel Eggertsson’s map, and within this area that a substantial stone faced wall
was noted by evaluation in 2002.

Survey control points were establish using a Trimble DGPS station. The excavation area was
subsequently laid out in regular 5m2 grid squares using a Nikon DTM 750 total station
theodolite. Turf and topsoil were removed by hand. All archaeological deposits were
subsequently hand excavated. All archaeological deposits were planned and described using

pro-forma recording sheets, and the excavation methodology adopted was one of single

14



context planning. This record was supplemented by digital and conventional photography as

appropriate.

As the excavation area lies within the core area of the National Park, and is thus a focus for
public attention, care was taken to present information about the work, by means of both tours
and signposts. Further care was taken to disrupt the public activity of the park as little as
possible, and excavation proceeded with a view towards minimum intervention and maximum
preservation of the visible monument. Although this forms a constraint upon archaeological
research, the decision was taken not to remove or disturb any significant structural remains at
this time. Once a broader understanding of the uppermost structures is available, it may then

prove appropriate to further investigate earlier deposits at this location.

Results

Om 10m

Figure 3 — Biskupshdlar Excavation Area 2003
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Following the removal of the turf and topsoil, the fragmentary remains of numerous stone
alignments and features immediately came to light. The purpose and relationships of all these
elements are by no means transparent at this time. Further excavation in this area will be

necessary to clarify these issues.

Nevertheless, a number of distinct features were recorded, and numerous layers of
overburden, colluvium and aeolian deposition were removed. These uppermost deposits
contained very little obvious anthropogenic input, although some occasional charcoal and turf
fragments were noted. These overburden layers were typified by fairly extensive turbation,

possibly as a result of frost action, and or root action (See Appendix 1, below).
Major Features

Group 307 - located in the southwestern corner of the excavation area was an irregular
slightly curvilinear feature. Group 307 is contained by a negative cut (306) measuring circa
0.6m in depth, 0.8m wide, and visible for a length of at least 3.8m within the current
excavation area. The latter ditch was filled by irregular, angular stones (305) measuring up to
0.4m in width, within a matrix of loose, turbated orange brown silt (304). This feature can
plainly be seen to extend beyond the current excavation area. Feature 307 is of unknown
function, and awaits further excavation. It maybe hypothesised that this represents a
foundation, and that it also serves a drainage function. Alternatively, this feature may be
interpreted as structural debris infilling a ditch - that possibly served to demarcate a particular

area.

© Figure 4. Vertical view of feature
“| 307. North is at the top of the

frame.
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Figure 5. Oblique view of Feature
307. The camera is facing the

south east.

Group 331 - located in the northeastern portion of the excavation area, this feature is a multi-

phase stone faced wall, with a core of turf and soil.

Figure 6. Group 331 seen from the northwest. The scale is 2m.
Group 331 comprises at least 5 episodes of construction - contexts (326), (327), (328), (329),

and (330). Each of the latter contexts is a portion of the visible stone facing, and consists of

up to 5 random courses of unshaped angular stone.

17



PVRO3 - Group 331, Stone wall, NE facing elevation.

Figure 7 — Elevation of Group 331

Group 331 sits upon a bank of turf and soil (unexcavated), and may yet prove to be more
extensive than is currently visible. The northwestern face of Group 331 is the "fair face” of

the wall, and this was sealed by a deposit of degraded turf (325). The latter deposit was sealed

by aeolian deposits.

. T Limit of excavation N

N ?

- Om

L5m

Figure 8 — Detail plan of Group 331
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To the southwest of Group 331, the ground surface drops away rapidly, towards further
clusters of aligned stone at the north, and to a charcoal rich deposit at the south. The northern
stone cluster is thought to represent the inner facing of the wall, thus indicating a wall up to
1.7m in width. The charcoal rich deposit to the south may be interpreted as an occupational
deposit — although it is insubstantial and awaits excavation. Further aligments of stone are
visible at the bottom of the slope to the northeast of Group 331. These may form part of an
underlying earlier phase of construction, or could represent tumble from Group 331. Beyond
the northeastern limit of excavation the land drops away rapidly towards a modern track, and
beyond there to the riverbank.

Possible Alignments
The remaining excavated material is comprised of numerous alignments of stone. Prior to
further excavation the nature of these remains unclear. Some analysis of these is none the less

possible, and some groups of similar alignment may be discerned (see below).

Group 307

Oom 10m

Figure 9 — Possible significant alignments of stone within the 2003 excavation
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These are presented here for heuristic purposes. A few items are of note. At the northwestern
limit of the excavation area was a linear arrangement of stone, seen to be within a shallow cut
or depression (shown above in magenta). This regular, single line of stone would correlate
well with a simple rectangular structure encompassing the Biskupsholar area. One may also
note that this feature is rather less substantial than eg. Group 331, and is not aligned with
other noted features. It is possible that this represents a demarcation of the area rather than a
building per se. Other stone alignments within the central western portion of the excavation
area (shown above in red, orange and yellow) may be seen to have similar aligments.
However, that alignment is thought unlikely to belong to the same structural phase as Group
331.

20



Appendix 1 — Context Register

No. |Area/ | Type Group |Description / Information Date |ID
Tr. demmyy
300 |[BH  |Group Pre-excavation multi-context plan 11.6.03 [HMR
301 |BH Layer Overburden / hillwash 13.6.03 |JST
302 |BH Layer Mid brown clay silt with charcoal inclusions [14.6.03 |UA
303 |BH Layer Orange brown humic silt — basal part of topsoil|14.6.03 |GAG
horizon
304 |BH Fill 307 Silt fill of cut [306] 18.6.03 |FS
305 |BH Fill 307 Stones filling cut [306] 18.6.03 |FS
306 BH Cut 307 Curvilinear ditch 18.6.03 |FS
307 |[BH  |Group Comprising (304), (305), & [306] 18.6.03 |FS
308 |BH Layer Grey brown sandy silt with charcoal 18.6.03 |GAG
309 BH Layer Compact grey brown sandy silt with charcoal [19.6.03 |GAG
310 |[BH  |Group Comprising [311] & [312] 20.6.03 |JST
311 |BH |Cut 310 Shallow pit / hollow 20.6.03 |JST
312 |BH Fill 310 Bio/cryo-turbated orange brown sandy silt 20.6.03 |JST
313 |BH Group Comprising [314] & [315] 20.6.03 |FS
314 |BH Cut 313 Large irregular hollow 20.6.03 |FS
315 BH Fill 313 Loose, turbated orange brown silt 20.6.03 |FS
316 |BH Layer Mid yellow brown sandy silt with occasional|20.6.03 |GAG
charcoal
317 |BH  |Layer Dark orange brown silt with possible turf|20.6.03 UA
fragments
318 BH  |Layer Mid orange brown silt sand — aeolian? 20.6.03 |JST
319 |[BH  |Structure Stone alignment — wall remnant 23.6.03 |OH/UAE
320 |BH Layer Orange brown sandy silt with turf collapse,|23.6.03 |FS
abutting possible wall.
321 |BH Layer Red brown sandy silt. Colluvium/aeolian 23.6.03 |JST
322 |BH Layer Yellow brown clay silt 23.6.03 |UA
323 |BH Deposit Dark red brown mixed deposit|23.6.03 |\GAG
beneath/amongst (319)
324 |BH Layer Dark orange brown sandy silt.|24.6.03 |FS

Colluvium/aeolian

21




325 |BH Layer Degraded turf collapse abutting Group [331] |24.6.03 |GAG/RL
326 |BH  |Structure |331 Stone facing — abutts 327 25.6.03 |[HMR
327 |BH  |Structure |331 Stone facing - abutts 328? 25.6.03 |[HMR
328 |BH  |Structure |331 Stone facing — repair to 329? 25.6.03 |[HMR
329 |BH  |Structure |331 Stone facing 25.6.03 |[HMR
330 |[BH  |Structure |331 Stone facing 25.6.03 |[HMR
331 |BH  |Group Wall — comprising (326), (327), (328), (329),25.6.03 [HMR
(330)
332 |BH Group Post-excavation multi context plan 26.6.03 |FS
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Colleen Batey:

Interim Finds Discussion: Thingvellir 2003

Introduction

A total of 42 Finds Units were recorded in this excavation season, including items of various
metals (iron perdominantly, but also copper alloy and lead), a small quantity of ceramics ,
glass , stone and clay pipe stems, as well as bone and teeth material. These are scattered
through several contexts with notable concentrations of some 14 Finds Units from Context
136, Turf and Topsoil and a further three from Context 301 which is hillwash/overburden. In
addition, Context 303 is described as the basal part of the topsoil horizon and accounts for a
further five Finds Units.This means in effect that 22 out of the 42 Finds Units are essentially
unstratified, although the nature of the finds, discussed below, does shed some light on the
activities taking place at the site in more recent phases. The remaining contexts represented in
the finds material are silty layers in the main. Exceptions to this are Context 317, a silt with
turf fragments (Finds 60, 61, 76 and 81) which could be collapsed structure as is Context 325
(Find 82) and Context 323 (Find 68) is a wall deposit associated with Context 319. The finds
will be discussed by material type, and those which have significant contexts will be
highlighted.

23



Metals: Iron

Finds Number

49
brown silt

50
51
52
53

54
55

56

S7
58

41
charcoally silt
47
59

43
60
with turf fragments

61

62

Object Type
2 Nail/rivet
18 Nails
14 Misc

Clasp

Buckle 136

Nail/fitting
Nail Head
2 Nails 302

3 Misc
4 Nails 303
Nail/Fitting

Hook
Misc

Nail head
3 Objects
2 Nails 317

3 Nails 318

Context

117  Charcoally yellow -
136  Turf and Topsoil

136

136

301  Overburden/hillwash
301

Mid brown charcoally silt

303  Basal part of topsoil
308 Grey brown
308

308

315  Loose turbated silt
317 Orange brwon silt

Possible aeolian sand

Table x: Iron Finds by Context

17 Finds Units of iron were scattered through 9 contexts (see Table x above). Of these 10 are
certainly nails, many complete and including structural nails such as those in Find 50 from the
topsoil, as well as flat sectioned ones with elongated heads such as Find 59 from Context 308
or Find 61 from Context 317 which are identified as horse-shoe nails. Additional horse-
related finds include part of a horse-shoe Find 51 from Context 136, fittings for horse-harness
such as the buckle Find 53 from Context 136 and possibly Find 52 from Context 136. which

is a leather fitting.

concentrations in Context 308 and 317 may indicate areas of either use or dumping. The
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recovery of horse-related items is not unexpected in this context as this was clearly the mode
of transport to the annual gatherings and in many cases, urgent repair work may well have
been needed to be carried out on site. Of the other items which can be identified, the hook
Find 47 from Context 308 should originally ahve been attached to a wooden post or similar,
but its specific function can only be guessed without further associations. In dating terms all
these finds are most likely to be Post Medieval in date, although it is difficult to be certain

with some of the nails or items with so much corrosion.

Metals: Copper Alloy

48 Indet 136  Turf and topsoil

63 Cartridge Case 136

64 Indet 136

65 Nail 136

66 Button 136

67 2 nails 136

40 Button 308 Grey brown
charcoally silt

44 Nail 308

46 Indet 308

68 ?Bullet 323 Mixed deposit associated
with stones 319

Table x: Copper Alloy finds by context

10 Finds Units of copper alloy were recovered, of which 6 are from the Turf and Topsoil, 3
from the deposit 308 noted in relation to the iron as a dump of usage area and a single find of
a bullet from Context 323 from within the wall fill of 319. the tyeps of object represented
include both a cartidge case and a bullet, 3 finds of nails or tacks, 2 buttons with flat or
domical surfaces and 3 items which are currently indeterminate. In the case of the cartridge
case etc and buttons, loss would have been accidental, but it is unclear whether the nails, of
such malleable metal as copper alloy were in fact hammered into wood or associated with
leather originally. In each case, there is unliekly to be anything in this part of the assemblage

which predates the Post Medieval period.
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Metals: Lead
The singlf Find Unit 42 from Context 308 is a series of 5 pieces of lead shot, presumably
associated with fowling activities in the vicinity of the water. These are likely to be relatively

recent in date, and certainly fall in the Post Medieval range.

Glass

A single Find Unit, 69 from turf and topsoil 136 included sherds of green bottle glass and
sherds of clear window glass. In terms of dating this is all relatively modern and indicates
both the proximity of a building, and the location of a well-earned rest with liquid

refreshment looking over the river!

Clay Pipe (Identification Natascha Mehler)

There are four clay pipe stems from Finds Unit 70 from the topsoil 136 which have been
dated on the basis of the bore size to the 17th and 18th century. There provenience is

unknown, but most such pipes are imports from the Netherlands.

Ceramics (some Identification by Natascha Mehler)

There are 3 Finds Units of ceramics from this assemblage. Finds 71 and 73 from the Turf and
Topsoil 136 and Find 72 from Context 301, Overburden. Amongst these, Finds 71 and 72 are
both stoneware, possibly originally from germany and dating to the 17th century. There is a
wall sherd with ridged decoration and a narrow rim sherd which is likely to be from the same
vessel, identified as an ointment jar. The largest group of sherds, Find73 includes 63 sherds of
more recent glazed wares, including sponge wares and decorative sherds from various tea

sets.

Stone

There are 4 Finds Units of stone, 74, 74 and 76 are predominantly unworked and probably of
little significance, with a small slate fragment as part of Find 74 which may be part of a

whetstone or a writing slate and which is obviously imported. Find 45 from Context 308 is
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part of a finegrained whetstone, of reddish stone and which is liekly to have been an import

to Iceland.

Bone and Teeth

Theer are 6 Finds Units of bone and teeth, in many cases very badly abraded. There is ec-
vience in the dental amterial of both cattle and sheep, and in the bone assemblage cattle-sized
bones are present. In terms of the weight of this material, the largest amount is from Context
136 (turf and topsoil) , at 333.60gms and Context 325 has 156.93gms. Other contexts, 301,
303, 316 and 317 are all of lesser quantity.

Conclusion

The material represented in this assemblage is varied and in all cases where it can be
ascertained of Post Medieval dating. There are a small number of imported items, such as the
ceramics and probably the glass and clay pipes as well as the small whetstone, but it is most
likely that the bulk of the metalwork in the form of the ironwork is produced in Iceland. In
terms of assisting with the identification of context function, the turf and topsoil finds are
disturbed, and the hillwash deposit 301 also suggests that the finds are likely to have been
disturbed from their original contexts. However, Context 308, a grey brown sandy silt with
charcoal has a concentration of finds which would suggest either a floor surface or more

likely a midden dump.
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Jim Woollett:

Report of an Archaeological Soil Core Survey conducted at
Thingvellir, 2003

Introduction

From June 25 to 27, 2003, a Landscapes Circum Landnam Project field crew carried
out a limited programme of soil core testing at the site of Thingvellir, in conjunction with the
Fornleifastofnun Islands. The survey focused on limited areas of this complex and extensive
site, specifically on the periphery of the “Biskupsholar” turf structure, the Thingvallabaer
farm’s homefield and a broad area of meadow south and east of the farm and the
Thingvallakirkja churchyard.  This survey project was intended to determine if midden
deposits with preserved organic remains, or any trace of cultural refuse or other
archaeological contexts, were present in buried soils in these areas.

Locations of survey transects and individual soil core tests are presented in Figure 1.
Surveys in each of these areas will be detailed below. The surveys were conducted with the
use of an Oakfield soil core tester equipped with a 3/4 inch tubular bit, and a 50m tape. In
order to provide an extensive initial survey, individual soil cores were placed in wide regular
intervals (generally 3 to 4m apart) along straight transects. The orientation of these transects
was determined by the location of features and local topography. The members of the field
crew who contributed to this work included Matthew Brown, Yekaterina Krivorgskaya and
Jim Woollett, while members of the FSI field crew provided additional aid.

Transects 1 and 2: Biskupshélar

Soil core tests were made in two transects outside the northern and eastern walls of the
Biskupshdlar turf structure, between the modern edge of the Oxara river and a public footpath
running along the water, outside the structure’s walls (see Figures 1 and 2). These tests were
intended to locate any midden deposit located outside the structure. In theory, water bodies,

depressions and slopes present favourable locations for refuse accumulation nearby
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habitations, whether through deliberate deposition or reworking of yard debris. The area
north of the turf structure is a plausible location for refuse accumulation as it drains the slope
and limited “yard” area outside the structure. It is somewhat out of the way and out of direct
sight of people using the structure and yet it would have been within a stone’s throw of the
structure’s entrance.

A gravel footpath covers much of the area close to the house. Unfortunately, the path
limited soil core tests to a narrow band along the shore edge where only thin deposits of
sediment were present above bedrock. Areas to the south, west and east of the structure were
under open excavations in 2003 and hence were not tested.

All of the tests in Transect 1 (Tests 1 t016) were shallow, with turf and medium brown
organic silt bottoming out on bedrock within 50 to 60cm (and up to 90cm) of the surface in
almost all locations. In general, a lower body of more dense, sandy to silty soil, variably of
light brown to medium brown to red-brown in colour, was present in the last 10 to 20cm of
sediment overlying bedrock. This layer is possibly comprised of in situ peat or turf enriched
with anthropogenic nutrients.

Trace quantities of charcoal were noted in cores throughout the area, especially in the
lower soil layer. The presence of charcoal at this relative degree of depth may be an
indication that in situ archaeological deposits are to be found relatively deeply, covered by
extensive post-occupation soil and turf development. Alternatively, soil mixing processes
(bioturbation or cryoturbation) have displaced these small artifacts of human activity
throughout the soil profile.

Cores closer to the turf structure (Tests 8 to16) indicated a deeper and somewhat more
complex stratigraphy in that area. Patches or lenses of sandy-silty brown turf with red-stained
mottles or streaks, perhaps indicating local water-logged conditions or wall collapse material,
were noted at depths of 40 to 60cm in Tests 8, 10, 11 and 15, immediately down slope of the
turf structure’s wall. Charcoal flecks were most common in basal sediment layers above
bedrock in areas around the structure walls, especially in Tests 10, 11, 12, 14, and 15 (most
notably 11, 14 and 15). Finally, and most significantly, small calcined bone fragments and a
few apparent mushy bone fragments were noted in Test 15, just above bedrock at about 60cm
below surface. Traces of calcined bone were also observed in the rocky stream bottom
adjacent to Test 15, suggesting that some refuse materials were deposited in the stream or that
archaeological deposits have eroded into the stream.

Transect 2 consists of five core tests aligned along the water’s edge, extending from

the vicinity of the northeast corner of the turf structure to an area of boggy ground 14m east.
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This set of core tests generally revealed deeper stratigraphic columns than those of transect 1,
as loose sediments gave way to bedrock or gravel at depths of 75 to 90cm below surface.
Peaty, medium brown organic sandy silts dominated the stratigraphy of all these cores. In the
deepest tests, grey silt, red-brown clayey silt, light brown sandy silt, dark brown, organic,
coarse sand, and coarse red sand lenses were present immediately above the bedrock.
Throughout the transect, traces of charcoal were present in loose sediments within approx.
75cm of surface, with denser (though not remarkable) concentrations in Tests 17 and 18,
those closest to the turf structure.

The depth of the sediment and soil column increased markedly at the eastern extreme
of Transect 2. In Tests 20 and 21, cores were inserted up to 160cm deep and were terminated
in sterile, wet layers rather than bedrock. These lowest layers included gravel, coarse reddish
sand and uniform red-brown fine silt with some clay, suggesting that in that area, a depression
in the underlying bedrock floor was filled with sediments related to both standing and moving
water and latterly, perhaps, to the presence of a bog. Charcoal was observed no deeper than

90cm below surface in this transect.

Transect 3

Transect 3 was located on the raised southern bank of the Oxara, approximately 40 to
80m south of the Thingvallabar farm house. The area presently includes open birch
woodland and grassed meadow. The southern end of the transect was adjacent to the northern
edge of a set of previously excavated test trenches and turf structures; the transect was
intended to map the limits of any traces of cultural debris related to this occupation. The 39m
long transect was tested with 15 soil cores in 3m intervals (numbered Tests 22 to 35).

Tests along this transect showed that a medium brown turfy organic silt was present
throughout the area, extending from under vegetation to depths of about 30 to 75cm. In some
locations, it was impossible to extend cores deeper than 30-35cm below surface, due to the
presence of loose rock or bedrock. Trace quantities of charcoal were identified in the top
30cm of almost all of these tests. In Tests 23, 25, 26, 28, 32 and 33, charcoal ranging from
trace quantities to patches of chunks larger than 3mm diameter were noted from approx. 30 to
90cm below surface.

Core testing demonstrated the presence of a thin scatter of cultural debris and perhaps
a thin, midden deposit approximately 3 to 9m east of the easternmost trenched turf structure

(in Tests 23 to 25). Small numbers of well-fragmented calcined bones were observed in Tests
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23 and 25 in upper soil layers as well as in Test 29. Further, a body of greasy, red-brown peat
and possibly peat ash was observed in Test 25, at a depth of 70-80cm below surface. Finally,
very thin lenses of fine grey sediment, either wood ash or tephra, were observed in Test 24 at
approx. 80cm below surface and, in Test 25, at 50cm below surface. In general, all forms of

cultural debris were less common in the east of the transect.

Transect 4: Thingvallabaer and Thingvallakirkja Churchyard

A fourth transect of soil core tests was located along the southern margin of the
grassed yard of the Thingvallabzr farm house just north of a copse of woods, in the hope of
avoiding any soil disturbance related to modern landscaping around the farm house. It also
runs into an area of boggy ground south of the Thingvallakirkja churchyard, adjacent to the
shore of the Oxard. This transect was 77m long and included 21 tests in 3m intervals,
excepting a disturbed area housing a buried tank or cistern.

Tests 36 to 41 showed a relatively thin layer of light to medium brown turfy, silty soil
15 to 55cm thick, with patches of fine, silty, red turfy soil, in the southeastern-most corner of
the farmhouse yard and adjacent garden. These soils overlaid a layer of grayish silt and
gravel and rock. These lower layers were water-saturated in 2003 and exuded an odour
distinctive of reduction reactions.

In Tests 42 to 47, the surficial layer of brown silty, turfy soil, from 30 to 50cm thick,
included thin scatters of charcoal and calcined bone (especially in Tess 42, 43, 46 and 47).
Small fragments of rotten wood, patches of peat ash and fragments of decomposed turf were
also present in this layer, possibly suggesting that this layer includes poorly sorted fill or was
disturbed by other means. Beneath this, alternating layers of dark grey organic silt and red-
brown silty turfy soil, containing charcoal lenses and occasional charcoal chunks, wood bits
and some calcined bone fragments, were generally present to depths of about 90 to 150cm.
Tests 45, 46, and 47 contained the most notable traces of organic remains in Transect 4. Most
of the charcoal was present between 30-70cm below surface. Traces of charcoal were,
however, were observed as deep as 110cm below surface and calcined bone was recovered
from below 125cm below surface. Sediments were completely waterlogged muds at approx.
90-120cm below surface.

The tests immediately south of the farmhouse (Tests 48 to 53) all had medium brown
silty, turfy soil with charcoal flecks under the modern grassy ground surface. This layer was

thin however, as rocks or dense angular gravels were found everywhere between 10 and 30cm
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below surface. Both the rock and the topsoil may be redeposited spoil or fill, related to the

construction of the house and subsequent land

scaping.

Three final soil core tests (Tests 54 to 56) were made extending from the western edge

of the grassed yard into a very wet boggy area.

These tests found densely fibrous,

waterlogged organic-rich peat with thin silty layers extending down to 60 to 90cm below

surface. Some traces of charcoal, peat ash and wood fragments were observed in the upper
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Transect 5

Transect 5 was a small series of tests (Tests 57 to 59) running from the top to the

bottom of a hillock in a open meadow approximately 30m southeast of the Thingvallabar

farmhouse. These tests, along with those of Transects 6, 7 and 8, were intended to determine

if scatters of refuse materials were present in meadow areas away from the farmhouse and

already documented turf structures, such as those related to outbuildings and to soil

amendment.

The upper 30 cm of sediment in soil cores from transect 5 tests was comprised of dark
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to medium brown organic silt with some charcoal and traces of calcined bone and small
patches of pale brown-orange silty, turfy soil, possibly indicting some local soil disturbance
and amendment of soils in the meadow with household or fuel wastes. Charcoal and calcined
bone fragments were most common in Test 57, at the top of the hillock. Under this, to depths
of approx. 40 to 50cm, was medium brown-orange turfy organic silt. Traces of charcoal were
observed in the lower portion of Test 57 at the top of the hillock but not in the others. The

tests ended in rock at depths of about 50cm.

Transect 6

Transect 6 consisted of four soil tests extending from the top to the bottom of a hillock
about 30m south of the Thingvallabaer farmhouse. These tests had thin (approx. 30 cm thick)
layers of light to medium brown organic silty soils. Flecks of charcoal and traces of calcined
bone were present in this upper layer in Tests 66 and 67, at the bottom of the slope. Beneath
the surficial soil were clean, brown, silty sediments, coarse sand and impenetrable rock,
except at the base of the slope (Test 67). In that test, a sterile underlying layer of medium
brown to orange turfy silty soil with some iron staining was observed between 30 and 60cm
below surface was observed, along with a final layer of pale yellow brown silty soil,

terminating in rock as 68cm below surface.

Transect 7

Transect 7 extended from the top of a hillock in the meadow southeast of the
Thingvallabaer farmhouse, approximately 15m east of Transect 6 and 20m west of Transect 5.
It consists of four tests; three tests on the top and north-facing slope of the hillock and one at
the very base of the gully beneath it. These tests were intended to fulfill the same sampling
purposes as Transects 5 and 6, while the test in the gully bottom (Test 60), was in addition
intended sample a location where any refuse accumulation in the immediate vicinity would
likely accumulate through fluvial, colluvial or aeolian processes.

Test 60, locate din the damp bottom of the gully, had an overlying layer,
approximately 30cm deep, of thick turf and light brown turfy organic silt with some traces of
charcoal visible between 25 and 30cm below surface. Orange-brown, turfy, organic silt was
observed from about 30 to 60cm below surface, with traces of charcoal and calcined bone.
Beneath this, from about 60 to 90cm below surface, was light brown somewhat organic silt

with thin darker brown organic soil laminations.
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The cores on the adjacent slope (Tests 61 to 63) had surficial soil layers of firm,
medium brown, turfy, organic silt between 25 to 30cm thick, overlying red-brown organic
silt. Tests 61 and 62 had traces of calcined bone and charcoal in the upper soil layer. Test 61,
at the top of the slope, had an additional layer of dark turfy soil associated with charcoal,
suggesting that there might be a buried cultural layer or at least a buried soil containing

cultural refuse, in this location.
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Figure 2: Map of Soil Core Tests in Transects 1 and 2 around Biskupshélar

Transect 8

Transect 8 consisted of three core tests (Tests 68 to 70) and was located by itself on
high ground in an open meadow about 60m east of the Thingvallabar farmhouse, adjacent to
some modern gardens. These tests found a thin surficial soil layer of medium brown organic
silt without visible cultural refuse. The presence of mottles of red-brown turfy organic silt in

Test 70, however, may indicate some previous soil disturbance in this location.
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Summary of Results and Possibilities for Future Work

The soil core survey reported here was intended as a brief and initial sub-surface
survey of the Thingvallabaer locality. Four general portions of the site were tested with 70
soil cores arrayed in eight transects. These areas included the Biskupshdlar turf structure, an
open meadow adjacent to a cluster of other turf structures, the southern edge of the yard
around the Thingvallabgr farmhouse and Thingvallakirkja churchyard, and portions of a
large, open meadow south and east of the Thingvallabser farmhouse. These soil core tests
were thereby intended to sample subsurface deposits near known areas of occupation of the
ancient Thingvellir and Thingvallabeer sites, and areas without known occupation but which
might have received archaeological inputs through limited forms of occupation or building, or
through deposition of refuse or soil amendment.

This project found no obvious evidence of dense midden accumulations of the scale of
those excavated in recent years at many permanent Viking Period and Medieval farm sites in
Iceland. Nevertheless, several zones with less dramatic scales of accumulation of cultural
debris were defined.

A modest component of cultural detritus was found around the north and east walls of
the Biskupshdlar turf structure. These materials included charcoal flecks and calcined bone,
which were most plentiful in the vicinity of the corner between that structure’s northwestern
and northeastern walls, at depths of approx. 40 to 60cm below surface. Most traces of cultural
refuse around this structure were buried 30cm or more below the modern ground surface,
suggesting that this refuse was deposited at or near the level of bedrock, near the waters edge,
and that there may have been little post-medieval disturbance of this particular structure. Soil
mixing processes may however, have, disturbed any buried occupational level.

A second modest concentration of refuse (charcoal, calcined bone and possible peat
and wood ash) was noted around Test 25, near previously tested turf structures southwest of
the Thingvallaber farmhouse. Finally, a third concentration of organic materials (charcoal,
calcined bone, peat ash and wood fragments) was observed in the vicinity of Tests 45 to 47,
east of the Thingvallabzr farmhouse, at the southern edge of its rear yard. These materials
were present at considerable depth, from 30cm down to about 120cm below surface, but are
of ambiguous age given obvious modern efforts at landscaping which have likely included
infilling and leveling, around the farmhouse.

Tests in the grassy meadows east and south of the Thingvallabzr farmhouse did not

define notable concentrations of cultural refuse, except in two locations at the top of small
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hillocks (Tests 57 and 61) where quite modest and ambiguous concentrations of charcoal and
calcined bone were noted in sub-surface sediments. Nevertheless, trace quantities of organic
remains were found in surficial soils in most tests throughout the meadow areas, possibly
indicating that household or fuel wastes were distributed in broadcast fashion to local fields as
a means of amending local soils.

In light of the results of this very limited survey, future soil core survey work at the
site might usefully concentrate on wooded areas south and north of the Thingvallabaer
farmhouse and around Test 25 (Transect 3), areas that were not tested in 2003. As well, deep
cores might be necessary to determine the presence of well-buried midden deposits in the
lawn-covered yard east of the farmhouse. The three locations with more concentrated cultural
materials identified in 2003, noted above, should be tested in more systematic fashion, in

order to sample their contents and to better evaluate their distribution and age.
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Adolf Fridriksson og Gardar Gudmundsson:

Hegranesping

A Hegranesi nordaustanverdu er stor rastapyrping sem sogd er vera leifar Hegranespings i
Skagafirdi. Hegranespings er getid i nokkrum ségum, t.d. i Grettis sogu (iF VI11:229),
Ljosvetninga sogu (IF X:83), og i Gudmundar saga (Biskupa sogur 1:490). Athyglisvert er ad
svo virdist sem pingminjarnar hafi veird tyndar & 18. 6ld. begar Arni Magnusson spurdist fyrir
um pingid i upphafi 18. aldar fékk hann peer upplysingar fra soknarprestinum ad enginn vissi
hvar pingid hafi verid haldid. Hinsvegar veeri rustapyrping nordan vid bainn Garda, sem
sumir toldu vera badir sjomanna eda kaupmanna, en presturinn lagdi til ad par geeti pingid
hafa verid haldid. (Chorographica 1955:94-95). Finnur Magnusson (FF: 615-639) nefnir i
stuttu yfirliti til fornleifanefndar fra 1816-17 ad leifar gamals pings sé ad sja i Hegranesi.
Fyrsta nakvaema lysing & minjunum kemur fra Kalund 1879. Hann segir minjar sjaanlegar
nordan vid Garda, og taldi um 40 budir og hringlaga téft, um 4 fadma i pvermal, sem gat
verid domhringur (Ké&lund, Bidrag, 1879:78-79). Sigurdur Vigfusson (Arbok 1892:110-117)
skodadi pennan sama stad faeinum arum sidar og taldi 46 budir og fann tvo hringa. Hann aleit
parna einnig vera gardl6g og toftir fra sidari timum. Annan hringinn meldi Sigurdur 90 fet og
taldi vera logréttu pa sem nefnd er i Grettis ségu (IF V11:230). Brynjalfur Jonsson (Arbok
1901:20-23) skodadi einnig stadinn og tok heilshugar undir pa talkun Sigurdar. Daniel Bruun
(1899:31-35) gerdi allndkveeman uppdratt af stadnum 1896. Par eru alls um 80 toftir syndar &
Hegranesi. Bruun reyndi ad greina & milli synilegra tofta og taldi ad eftir ad pingid hafdi verio
yfirgefid hafi baer verid reistur par og tin med tungardi sett yfir stadinn.

Arid 1974 var gert rask i austanverdum minjastadnum er vegagerdin skemmdi hluta einnar
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toftar med jardytu. Pjodminjasafn rannsakadi pessa toft arid eftir. i 1jos kom ad naer half toftin
hafdi verid eydilogd, en sa helmingur sem eftir var syndi ad undirstédur veggja hofou verid ar
grjoti, med tvofaldri rod af steinum, og torfhledslu ofan a. Kol og brennd bein fundust innan
toftar en ekkert eiginlegt goélflag. Innan téftarinnar voru litlar stodarholur, um 5-7 sm i
pvermal. Nidurstodur uppgraftarins gefa til kynna ad téftin hafi verid e.k. dvalarstadur, en
ekki til langdvalar, og pvi gati hin mogulega hafa verid pingbtd. (Gudmundur Olafsson og
Mjoll Snaesdottir, Arbok 1976:78).

Uppmeeling og yfirborskénnun 2003

Sumarid 2003 voru minjar & Hegranespingi meldar upp og kortlagdar. begar paer minjar sem
na eru sjaanlegar eru bornar vid lysingar & stadnum fra 19. 6ld, virdist sem stadurinn hafi ekki
skemmst mjog mikid. | adalatridum ma segja ad par séu misstorar toftir, sem flestar snia eins,
p.e. N-S, og liggja i u.p.b. premur r6dum, hver af enda annars. Bruun taldi sig sja fleiri, en
ogreinilegri toftaradir ofar (vestar), en ekki voru ummerki um per synilegar vid
yfirborskénnun 2003.

Astand minjastadarins er betra en flestra peirra svonefndu pingstada sem til pessa hafa verid
kannadir & sidustu arum. Toftir sem voru nyrst austanmegin eru horfnar, og téftir sem liggja
med austurbraninni eru ad skemmast. Bakkinn er ad blasa og ar honum hrynur laus
malarjardvegurinn. | brattanum austan undan stadnum ma sja einstaka stein sem liklega er
hledslugrjot. Toftir sem nefndar eru nyrst & stadnum finnast ekki lengur. Par voru a.m.k. 5
toftir sem nu eru flestar horfnar eda illgreinilegar. Fyrri rannsakendur hafa talid vera lls um
40-50 toftir i pessum premur rédum, en okkur telst ad par séu um 35, og eru sumar
ogreinilegar en flestar allgléggar. Sunnan megin & pingstadnum er gamall tangardur, og stort
hringlaga gerdi vid hann. Innan hans sunnantil eru miklar rastir sem minna & bejarrdstir.

Liklega hefur par verid reistur beer og kirkja, sem farid hafa i eydi fyrir nokkrum 6ldum sidan.
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Hildur Gestsdottir:

Fornleifarannsdkn & Hegranespingstad 2003
Med vidbotum eftir Colleen Batey og Magnus Sigurgeirsson.

Inngangur

Markmid og adferdafraedi

Fornleifauppgroftur for fram & Hegranespingstad i Skagafirdi dagana 30. juni til 11. jali 2003.
Markmid rannséknarinnar var ad athuga aldur og gerd bidaminja, og aldur og hlutverk garda
a sveedinu, og meta moguleika & frekari rannsoknum & pingstadnum i framtidinni. Grafin voru
upp tvo sveedi: svaedi 1 er sydst a minjasveaedinu, & mérkum hringlaga gards, sem er um 30 m i
pvermal, og sterri gards sem umlykur um 8000 m? stort sveaedi. bessir gardar virdast vera
seinni tima mannvirki, p.e. yngri en pingstadurinn. EKKi eru til ritadar heimildir um hlutverk
peirra, en fredimenn sem skodudu Hegranespingstad & 19. 6ld settu fram ymsar tilgatur, t.d.
ad hringlaga gardurinn veeru leifar ddmhrings, og ad sa steerri veeri tingardur sels, eda jafnvel
bylis (Adolf Fridriksson, 1994). Svaedi 2 var yfir einni bud & minjasvaedinu nordanverdu, en

su bad hefur eitthvad skemmst par sem rofabard afmarkar austurhluta svadisins.
Rannsoknaradferdir voru per sému og beitt hefur verid vid fornleifauppgreftri

Fornleifastofnunnar islands. Torf og yfirbordasldg voru fjarlegd med handafli. Grafid var

eftir jarologum i einum fleti, eftir hinni svonefndu Harris Matrix adferd (single context
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Mynd 1. Yfirlit af Hegranespingstad
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planning). Einnig var studst vid snid par sem vid atti. Hverju jardlagi, skurdi og fyllingarlagi
(samheiti context eda eining) var gefid nuamer. Allar einingar voru teiknadar og i sumum
tilffellum ljésmyndadar, baedi a litskyggnur og stafreena myndavél, og skradar & sérstakt
eyoublad.

Samhlida uppgreftinum féru einnig fram GPS-uppmelingar a pvi svadi par sem minjar eru
synilegar a yfirbordi, og verda peaer nyttar til ad gera yfirbordskort af Hegranespingstad.

Pessi rannsokn var pattur i verkefninu Pinghald ad fornu, en verkefnisstjorar eru Adolf
Fridriksson og dr. Sigurdur Lindal. Verkefnid er styrkt af Kristnihatidarsjodi og unnid i
samvinnu vid Hid islenska bokmenntafélag og Pjodminjasafn islands.

Sérstaklega ber ad pakka Ragnheidi Traustadéttur, stjérnanda Holarannsoknarinnar, en hin
Utvegadi husnadi, fedi og adra adstddu fyrir leidangurinn, og auk pess unnu prir nemar ar
fornleifaskdla Hdlarannsoknarinnar vid uppgroftinn. Einnig ber ad pakka adstandendum
Félagsbusins Gardi, landeigendum, fyrir ad veita leyfi til uppgraftar.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroftinn voru Astrid Daxbdck (Hélarannsokn), Hildur Gestsdéttir (FSI -
stjornandi uppgraftar), Inga Soley Kristjénudéttir (Holarannsokn), Oscar Aldred (FSI) og
Odinn Haraldsson (Hélarannsokn). Gardar Gudmundson (FSI) sa um GPS-uppmelingar og
Magnus A Sigurgeirsson greindi gjoskulog.

Nidurstoour uppgraftar

Svaedi 1

Svadi 1 var ferhyrnt ad logun, 5,4 x 7,1m og aflangur skurdur i sudur fra sudvestur horni
svaedisins, sem var 5,9m a lengd, 1,0 a breidd, fyrir utan sydstu 2,0m sem voru 2,5m a breidd.
Yfirbordslagid [01] Ia i sudurenda svaedisins yfir [02] sem var ljésbran mold sem 1& ofan i
trodnum sl6da [08] sem fylgdi ytri bran steerri gardsins. pessi sl6di var um 50cm a breidd og
um 10cm a dypt, en var ogreinilegastur par sem hann beygdi fyrir hornid & gardinum. Gjéskan
ur Heklugosinu 1766 la ad hluta nidur i trodninginn, en hefur liklegast eitthvad verid trodid
nidur i hann, og er pvi ekki dliklegt ad hann hafi verid i notkun baedi fyrir og eftir ad gjéskan
féll.

I nordurenda svadisins 14 yfirbordslagid yfir mososkubletti, [09], 91cm i pvermal og 5cm
pykkur sem 14 svo yfir [10] = [19], sem var 20cm pykkt vindborid lag sem |a upp ad badum
gordunum & uppgraftarsvaedinu, og bendir til pess ad ekki hafi verid um mannaferdir a
svaedinu i pé nokkurn tima &dur en H-1766 gjoskan féll.
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Mynd 2. Sveadi 1

Vid uppgroftinn kom i 1j6s ad hringlaga gardurinn er ad mestu byggadur ur torfi eftir 1104. Sa
steerri var Ur sjavargrjoti, ekki hladinn, heldur hafdi grjotinu einungis verid hragad upp til ad
mynda gardinn [25]. Grjétid ar honum 14 ad hluta yfir hringlaga gardinn, og pvi er steerri
gardurinn yngri (sja mynd 2). Skard er i hringlaga torfgardinn par sem sa steerri [25] liggur
yfir hann, en ekki er ljést hvort ad petta er rof vegna seinni tima gardsins, eda inngangur i
hringlaga gerdid. Prufuskurdur (0,8 x 2,5m) var tekinn i gegn um steerri gardinn [25] i
nordaustur til ad stadfesta ad pad grjot sem sast & yfirbordi veeri ekki hrun Ur sterra
mannvirki. Grjétinu i gardinum hafdi verid hragad upp yfir eldri mannvistarlog, [20] sem var
blandad torflag.

[ skurdinum sudur fra sudaustur horni uppgraftarsvadisins, inni i hringlaga mannvirkinu, var
torfblandad lag med hreyfdri H-1104 gjosku [22], 10cm pykkt, sem i nordurenda skurdsins l&
yfir 6dru torfblondudu lagi, [21], sem hefur ekki enn verid fjarlaegt, en i sudurenda skurdsins
la pad yfir ad minnsta kosti tveimur hugsanlegum gréfum, [23] sem skar [24], sem badar
hofou H-1104 gjosku i fyllingunni (sjd mynd 3). Grafid var ad hluta nidur i [24] til ad
stadfesta ad um skurd veeri ad reda, en vegna timaskorts var ekki haegt ad grafa hana alla upp.
pvi er porf & frekari rannsokn til ad stadfesta med vissu ad hér se um grafir ad raeda.
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Svaedi 2

Svedi 2 ner yfir budatoft i nordausturhluta Hegranespingstadar. Toftin er mjog greinileg og
snyr nordur-sudur. Austurbrin téftarinnar er vido rofabardid sem afmarkar austurhlid
pingstadarins, og tralega hefur t6ftin eitthvad skemmst vegna rofs i bakkabruninni. Svedi 2
var 5,0 x 5,0m ad steerd og la pvert & midjan vestur langvegg toftarinnar. Yfirbordslagid par,
[03] I yfir gjoskunni ur Heklugosinu 1766, og pvi hefur litid verid um mannaferdir a svaedinu
eftir ad su gjoska féll. Vid uppgroft kom i 1jos ad yfir og umhverfis toftina voru mikil moldar-
0og mdboéskuldg med dyrabeinum, sem héfou myndad lagan gard umhverfis toftina. Bendir
petta til ad rusli hafi verid hent rétt utan vio budina, og er liklegt ad reglulega hafi verid
mokad ut Ur henni. bzr minjar sem sjast & yfirbodinu eru pvi leifar pessara garda eda
ruslahauga, en ekki budatofta. Undir yfirbordslaginu, vestan megin & uppgraftarsvaedinu, utan
vid pennan gard var [05], 52cm breitt, 5cm pykkt afokslag sem safnast hafdi upp vid bakkann.

Mynd 5. Svadi 2

pad var ofan & [07], 15cm pykku torfhrun lagi. Innan vid gardinn |4 yfirbordslagid hins vegar
ofan & tveimur malarsandslogum, [04] og [06]. bessi 16g lagu svo 6ll yfir [16] sem var 15cm
pykkur, 60cm breidur einfaldur torfstrengur sem lagour hafdi verid ofan & bakkann. pessi 16g
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sem og ruslalégin mynda gardinn umhverfis téftina. Innan vid pennan gard var tekinn
prufuskurdur i sudaustur horni uppgraftarsvaedisins (0,6 x 3,2m), og par komu i 1jés nokkur
maooskuldg, [11], [12] og [13], 2-6¢m pykk, sem eru hugsanlega yfirbord seinni tima notkunar
& gardinum, en pau eru samtvinnud vid 16g sem mynda gardinn (og hafa ekki enn verid
fjarleegd) sem bendir til pess ad myndun pessara laga og gardsins hefur gerst & sama tima.
Undir peim var svo uppsafhad moldarlag [14] = [15], 20cm pykk sem lagu yfir eiginlegum
veggjum mannvirkisins. Veggirnir eru hladnir ur torfi og grjoti, og hefur torfid verid skorid
stuttu eftir ad gjoskan ur Heklugosinu 1104 féll, pvi gjéskulagid i torfinu er um sentimeter &

bykkt, en H-1104 gjoskan i Skagafirdi er vidast érpunn. Yfir éllum mannvistarlogum 1a
gjoska ar Heklugosinu 1766, sem pydir ad budin hefur verid komin Ur notkun pegar gjoskan

féll. Flest pessara laga hafa ekki verid fjarlaego.

N .‘“

-
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Mynd 6. Svaedi 2.
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Finds from Hegranesping 2003

Colleen Batey

Svaedi 1/ Area 1

Two finds units were recorded from this trench: <06> from layer [20] is a piece of industrial
debris, probably iron slag and <07> from the same context comprises two conjoining
corroded iron fragments which may be part of large bent nail. In both cases, further work is
required to fully interpret these items, by Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM) in the case of
the industrial debris to determine the nature of the material, and by x-ray for the iron find to

determine the precise shape of the item.

Svaedi 2 / Area 2

Five find units were recorded from the trench which investigated a booth some distance from
the boundaries examined in Svadi 1. Two finds of industrial debris <03> from layer [05] and
<04> from layer [06] will require SEM analysis to determine the precise makeup of the
debris. Find <05>, from layer [14] is a broken iron nail with apparent distorted flat head,
although x-ray may confirm that the head is infact the in situ rove and that the head is
missing. It is highly corroded, although the shank seems to be circular in section.. Find <01>
from layer [04] is potentially the most interesting item recovered. It is a twisted round-
scetioned strip of copper alloy which appears to have traces of tinning along one side. It was
initially considered possible that this was a fragment of a bracelet, but this is less likely. The
two ends are both broken and not cut and apart from the possible tinning, there is no
decoration. SEM analysis could also assist with the identifying the metal composition, and if
the tinning is indeed confirmed then it would be more likely that the piece is originally part

of an item of jewellery or more likely a handle for some domestic vessel.

All the finds recovered are unfortuanetly not chronologically sensitive, and although those
from Svadi 2, the booth are potentially more likely to have a domestic function, this is not as
clearly defined as might be anticipated. The fragmentary nature of the finds from Svadi 2
confirms that the deposits are midden debris deposits which have been dumped on top of and
adjacent to the turf structure of the booth itself.
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Mannabein

Mannabein, fundarnimer <02> fannst i efstu ruslalogum [2] vid budat6ftina nyrst a
minjastadnum (Sveedi 2). Petta var brot Ur haegri lerlegg ar fullvoxnum einstakling, liklega ur
konu (Bass, 1995). EkKi er vitad hvernig eda hversvegna pad var vid budatoftina. Ef rétt er ad
Kirkjugardur sé sydst & stadnum (Svaedi 1), pa er liklegast ad beinid hafi borist ur grof sem
skorin hefur verid af yngri grof eda vid annad rask i kirkjugardinum. Vid pad vaknar sd

spurning hvort kirkjugardurinn hafi verid i notkun samtimis pingstadnum.

Gjoskulagagreining a Hegranespingi 2003

Magnus A. Sigurgeirsson

pann 7. agust 2003 voru gjoskuldg skodud a tveimur snidum a rustasvedinu, annars vegar i
bud vid austurmork rastapyrpingar (sveedi 2) og hins vegar i gardlagi sunnan til a svaedinu
(svaedi 1). Um er ad raeda lauslega athugun sem framkvaemd var eftir ad uppgreftri lauk a

svaedinu.

Sveedi 1

[ snidinu i gardinn (tangardur Litla-Gards ?) matti sja gjoskulagid H-1766 yfir honum. Onnur
goskuldg voru ekki sjaanleg. Hekla-1104 er i torfi gardsins. Hekla-1766 la einnig yfir
grjotlogn i litlu hringlaga gerdi vid sudurenda tungardsins. Sennilega meetti fara neer um aldur

pessara mannvirkja med pvi ad grafa dypra og skoda gjoskuldg undir peim.

Sveedi 2

Yfir budartoftinni sast einungis gjoskulagid H-1766 (sja mynd 7). I torfi toftarinnar eru linsur
af gjéskulaginu H-1104. Lagid var ad minnsta kosti fimmfalt i snidinu (grof litla holu nidur
med snidinu). Torfid liggur nast ofan a forsdgulega Heklulaginu H-3, sem er um 2900 ara
gamalt. Allmérg demi eru um ad gjoskulagid H-3 hafi verid nytt sem golflag, eda undirlag
golfs, og kann svo ad hafa verid i umraeddri bad i Hegranesi. Gjoskulagid leidir vel vatn og er

ennfremur pad finkorna ad pad pjappast vel vid atrodning.

Gjoskulagaathugun bendir til ad badin sé talsvert eldri en H-1766 og hafi verid byggd nokkru
eftir ario 1104. Gjoskulagio H-1300 sem er aberandi i Skagafirdi var ekki sjaanlegt i torfinu
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sem geeti bent til ad pad hafi verid skorid adur en gjoskan féll. T 1jési pess ma telja nokkrar
likur & pvi ad toftin sé fra 12.-13. 6ld. Ner verdur ekki fario um aldur toftarinnar ad svo
stdddu. Telja mé& vist ad med umfangsmeiri uppgreftri matti fara mun naer um aldur téftanna

med hjalp gjoskulaga.

H-1766

grasrét, med mol

"l
fenianaiiiisl  moldablandin moéaska
0 3 LT T T T Ty

....... > H-1104 i torfi

Y,
0,6
I Hekia-3

Mynd 7. Snid i budartéft i Hegranespingi i Skagafirdi.

Nidurstoour

Nidurstodur Ur pessari rannsokn syndu ad hringlaga gardurinn, sem liklega er kirkjugardur, er
ad mestu byggadur ar torfi eftir 1104, og ad hann er eldri en sterri gardurinn sem er byggadur
Ur upphrugudu sjavargrjoti. Notkun pessara tveggja garda hefur verid hatt pé nokkru fyrir
1766, en ad svo stoddu er ekki haegt ad segja til um hve I6ngu.

Rannsoknin a badatéftinni leiddi i 1jos ad han er hladin Ur grjéti og strengjatorfi sem skorid er
stuttu eftir 1104. Hins vegar er su toft sem sést & yfirbordi leifar gards sem hladist hefur upp
ar rusli og utmokstri ar mannvirkinu, liklegast & 16ngum tima. Budat6ftin er komin ur notkun

fyrir 1766, en ad svo stoddu er ekki haegt ad segja til um hve 16ngu fyrir.

Nidurstddurnar ur pessari forrannsdékn benda til pess ad Hegranespingstadur bjodi upp a

toluverda moguleika til frekari rannsokna. Enginn heildstedur uppgroftur hefur farid fram a
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pingstédum til pessa, og pvi ma mikid baeta vid pekkingu okkar & gerd buda og uppbyggingu
pingstada yfirleitt. Einnig veeri ahugavert ad rannsaka proun a landnytingu & sveedinu, en hin

virdist hafa verid nokkud fjélbreytileg.

Heimildir

Adolf Fridriksson. 1994. Sagas and popular antiquarianism in Icelandic archaeology.
(Avebury; Aldershot).

Bass, W.M. 1995. Human Osteology. (Special Publication No.2 of the Missouri

Archaeological Society).

55



Vidauki 1: Matrix

08
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[ 22 ] [[10] = [ 19 ] 07|
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| 2|4 | | lo |
14|
Sveedi 1 Sveedi 2
Vidauki 2: Finds
Number|Unit|Object Material Count|Weight (g)
01 04 [Vessel Cu - Composit 1
02 07 |Human Bone 1 30
03 05 |Slag Iron 2 12
04 06 |Slag Iron 16 73
05 14 |Nail Iron 2 9
06 20 |Slag Iron 1 66
07 20 |[Nail Iron 2 177
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Vidauki 3: Units

Unit|Type |Area|Description Material |Process
01 |Deposit|1 Topsoil Undefined |Undefined
02 |Deposit|1 Windblown material sealing H-1766 tephra Mixed Silts|Aeolian
03 |Deposit|2 Topsoil Undefined |Undefined
04 |Deposit|2 Gravel rich, sealed by H-1766 Gravel Surface
05 |Deposit|2 Windblown material on outside edges of structure|Mixed Silts|Aeolian
06 |Deposit|2 Finely sorted gravel material Gravel Surface
07 |Deposit|2 Turf collapse and windblown material Mixed Silts|Collapse
08 |Cut 1 Footpath N/A Surface
09 |Deposit|1 Peat ash Peatash Surface
10 |Deposit|1 Windblown material, northwest corner Mixed Silts|Aeolian
11 |Deposit|2 Peat ash and charcoal flecks and some gravel Composite |Surface
12 |Deposit|2 Dark ashy charcoal rich deposit Ash Surface
13 |Deposit|2 Mixed peat ash and charcoal Peatash Surface
14 |Deposit|2 Brown deposit with H-1104 Mixed Silts|Undefined
15 |Deposit|2 Brown deposit with H-1104 (within revetment  |Mixed Silts|{Undefined
16 |Deposit|2 Turf? Wall/build-up Turf Wall

17 |Group |2 First phase pf structure N/A Undefined
18 |Deposit|2 Gravel deposit Mixed Silts|Undefined
19 |Deposit|1 Windblown material Mixed Silts|Aeolian
20 |Deposit|1 Mixed turf debris Mixed Silts|Spread

21 |Deposit|1 Turf debris with H-1104 Mixed Silts|Disturbance
22 |Deposit|1 Turf debris with H-1104 Mixed Silts|Disturbance
23 |Deposit|1 Mixed gravel and turf debris Composite |Grave

24 |Deposit|1 Mixed gravel and turf debris Composite |Grave

25 |Deposit|1 Stone boundary wall Stones Wall
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