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Communication between an Elderly Mother and her Daughter (3):
Focusing on Grice’s ‘Maxim of Quality’

TANAKA Noriko

Abstract

Tanaka (2013) examined telephone conversations between a mother and her
daughter, and considered the elderly mother’s conflict between independence and
dependence. Then, based on Speech Acts theory by Searle (1979)[1975], Tanaka
(2014) focused on ‘thanking’ and analyzed what kind of relationship was revealed by
the speech act in their conversations (from 1 October to 31 December, 2011).

This paper employs the conversations between the same participants from 1
January 2012 to 31 March. The analytical foci are Grice’s four Maxims: Quantity,
Quality, Relation and Manner. In particular, the Maxim of Quality is explored, which
is likely to cause communication problems to people with dementia.
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We might then formulate a rough general principle which participants will be expected (ceteris
paribus) to observe, namely: Make your conversational contribution such as is required, at the
stage at which it occurs, by the accepted purpose or direction of the talk exchange in which you
are engaged. One might label this the COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLE.
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MEDOITHIES ) (Maxim of Quantity)
1. Make your contribution as informative as is required (for the current purposes of the
exchange).
2. Do not make your contribution more informative than is required.
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PR DT EE ) (Maxim of Quality)
“Try to make your contribution one that is true’— and two more specific maxims:

1. Do not say what you believe to be false.

2. Do not say that for which you lack adequate evidence.
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‘Be relevant.’
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TR DT EIfEEE ) (Maxim of Manner)
‘Be perspicuous’— and various maxims such as:
1. Avoid obscurity of expression.
2. Avoid ambiguity.
3. Be brief (avoid unnecessary prolixity).
4.  Be orderly.
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A speaker who, with no intention of generating an implicature and with no intention of
deceiving, fails to observe a maxim is said to‘infringe’ the maxim. In other words, the non-
observance stems from imperfect linguistic performance rather than from any desire on the
part of the speakers to generate a conversational implicature. This type of non-observance
could occur because the speaker has an imperfect command of the language (a young child or
a foreign learner), because the speaker’s performance is impaired in some way (nervousness,
drunkenness, excitement), because of some cognitive impairment, ( * * *)
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Without a huge effort, I make slip-ups all the time, but ‘normal’ people don’t need this amount
of effort just to keep on track.

I’'m OK as long as I am really trying hard, I am well rested and not at all tired. Then I
could almost pass for normal. But inside me, it feels as if [ am clinging to a precipice by my
fingernails.
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15074 D [ ZRWERAD] BRIk
15075 M SRESEZICHBEEHRBVLHLS
15076 D DAV ZRARIBIE>TEFEDSAL 53 H
15077 M ZnhSRALITER
15078 D S —A. WDHBID? VT AR
15079 M 2 Z5RAK? (17s) 4BD 18AEIFE. 4BD18H
15080 D HHZSHD?
15081 M TEESIEFIHBWEEF DL
15082 D 3—A
(2012 4E3 H 17 H)

THHBOXEET. M, AXT7Z2HEE) L, A—nR—<— v MCEGETHVA
b'ﬂ’f:&:5\ %Ofb)ékb)sa)T\ Ei L / &/L‘\’)VCLA% &uﬁva‘ %763& e

10 Weinrich(1966) (&, Augustinus DUEDEFR E LT MEEIE, WoOb D EF ) EEE &b Lo b
THa, #HIFTwE FEOH p.12),
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HEVWENTVADEAHIEESTVWE DR, BRI DZRELR L) L) ERD

HY T—if

15465 M
15466 D
15467 M
15468 D
15469 M

15470 D
15471 M

AT 75 2 ) (15470 D) LIRET 3,

BULRBADERTS VARGV »RWVW? HEFTHEEKL
AXZ?
Sh
B8E
ELrShBEWDELBDIA—AR—THEL>TEIMN>D2c55E>TS>
TESHNSEVEWCWI S ERB>TIARIFE
BH—TRADES—RICTHEVW? B LHBNIE- S
HHEzS5h

(201243 H 19 H)

L2L, ZOHREIZIZ, MIZZ 725058030 %, X7 2EHE)EICENWT
XLLHESHL, (200X 5BIANIBLICHENEL TS NB LRI L) (15606 M)

EE).DIF,

TBEIADIRAZZREARXTREIADEGEL T 6 I HERFEIN W K

(15607D) LHHZHIF "B 2o H VARV ER I AT L) (15609D) & FRT 555,
MTHLEHZIVIILEBOEFD LAE>TAHALS EI) iR (15609D) &PLEFT 5,

15584 M
15585 D
15586 M
15587 D
15588 M

15605 D
15606 M
15607 D

15608 M
15609 D

HD—O0 INMDHEK] DITEELEDLEEZILHLLIIF>TocD &t

Sh

FNTHEH > THOTHARTHD—EREDKDEAFDEEES AIC

Sh

REREDIFULTHESWIZIT oD E5ERZ o0 5R>TLKBERS
(HEg)

S5—h

EOEZDARTESANSBICHMELTS<NBZERS &

THEIHEETADAATEERIASESIADEEL TS T HERER

NBEWEKAXSESA

Z5hZ

(5R) Z58EDIDBARBABEETED. FICAATBRATERYED

S53HISKBVDARER. EH5EHEL>EHBDBRVWERSALE

FETHEHZESWS ZEBBED UL THRESESHRR
(2012 4E3 H 21 H)
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ZOH%MDBD DOV vy avrRiinitii, AX7%2K>Twid T, DIEIoMfIEE
WL EFBZTORD, AATEZFEEFICEOCTELE V) THIHE) 3. MOE#E» S
HATIFVAR»o7 k)7, o5, S HHBEMPHOEKOFIHZ L 72D T.DRBTE
DHIAIROEARTR>TR LR RV Bk LEZ) (15707 D) LT 2 L. M
X THAHEDE, (15708 M) EH-> I DD, DIMTELZHLL, IFwlshHd )
ZNEPA, (15717 D) LIRS 2 02 #&b DI HLT w3,

15704

15705
15706
15707
15708
15709
15710
15711
15712
15713
15714
15715
15716
15717
15718
15719
15720
15721

M

O = U = U = U = U = U = U = U = o

HEDOO0 INDOEERKR] DAELEL>THEULUDAXFEL>THRWIFEE
LT
Sh
THAASESAIKEWTE DL
EDBEIACHBWEAATZE>TRUPBWSBICKIESE
SAHZDS
SAhHBATLEL?
Sh
EHsWWATLE ?
Sh
SAENSESROM>IEATLE?
Sh
FWwledhLhocTINR
Sh
FWL»HH5>ENHERA
R
[FWEWRLXRTY
=40
bbb FULERWO»HIa—
(201243 H 26 H)

MDBZNTARYBIHEL 2 822w, LaL, 20k, BEZFEOMOL 9 —A
DR (D D) 23, BRATHHR 2 SMEL T B30I RELHLEFELHY., MDOE
FHFBERICZEL IO )ITHo T,
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Bbhiz

ARTiEd, 20124E 1 H 1 H»253H30 HETD 3 » AMOR§EZ 7 -2 L L, FiY
742D PEOITERE 5 DB X 2MEICEREZH T, ZONELELEL 12,

BLEORR, QD THD 5 2 &, BANEZ B> T3 A ANIC L > TR, "EDfTEIE
DOERL TS, 2D, TEETRLWILEZFE T3] L) EMRkIER . THHE,
REEoTVEILEE>TLRLTERVLDRLWVI I ETHS, ZOMRTEHI I L
DESTL 2HATH, ZORHTREZIFBLTR20THAS 9 L. i oLAICH,
WHEFoTVE2H DB HVDTHSL ), HFZFI>TZDLIICE>Tw2GAbHN
L TR 2R ) FCETEY. 2 el ) 29 R 2EATL X
IGELH B LI, vt X, AEOANICIE TEETRVWILEZE->TwS) L
261, MEEPRHE LG EZBEATLE) Z LA R EVESL I,

LpL. 22T TABMD7DIZEET Dy L) 2 ez, HEEZTAHALL, KFD
PeflAa L LTV 1754 2ADFTERE 13, ADSELZRET 2 FHNZERISELE
ZATEBN 26 22 TEOfTEEE) TIX THEETH LI L) PO TH S, 7225,
ADEEZZHTHMWIZZNE T TIE7Z 0, Malinowski (1966: 315)[1923] 45 %83k, (phatic
communion) EWEA R TR BEEZZXOT I EICL > TIRBEARANINDE LI BIA TD
&%) (a type of speech in which ties of union are created by a mere exchange of words) b & 0 . 2
BPAE— - b= EPZOMBERLING,

frg (2010) 2GS 2 7MY NA 2 =D ANFA LD RDXEE) (pseudo-dialog) 1%
FIW TBEELZZOLT LI EDIBE, EHEL 65,

TIVINA 2 —IHDEED, HECR Y FTHIEZ ) 572D I T i) Ladssil

LIFIZ&EEL TR HEIGE W THZET 2 £, B o7 EERATGLSE

L 722 2 VIV REENARMGEEZ H -0 b HFIBA 29D L HICHES > Tw b,
()

DT NINA 2 —IRICA LN L RERZTEIE. AFBIRL» S & DRI NER L
M. BELANHEBEREZ D L ET2Epb LNk, BEICL220 S THENEN
Py EIRIIHREDICONTHRTHIEEAEDERIIF LI REZ IR Z oA\,

(frh 2010:75)

RANEZ RO NIC L > TR MNP L BERZ O T I LICIZERDDH 200 L,

b bRHGED N E DD D) TR RYIDZ WD TEZTHALBENRD 29, HE
(2012) BSFANT AU TDOIZEY —Fid, 2OV MIBR 2D TIERWIES ) D,
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BH EAD»S CALZMEE L, BAKEDOBIEH L2 ADVEIRETDI L,
BiZbbeAlX, BRFULFEZLET, BlIEbb2AM, FLELFEEZLLI ELE
LE, OKBEEH ENHT, RN TIRAERL X ) ICBIEH S » A 2 I L THE
EHEDHEIELTVE L, ZOLERY BEHL2ADFEMERMTHEDL L
AWy EE2DTY, 2wl AR, BLLE)RBEE L T0FE
L7z "RRSADFIMEBRCTOED LAV, ERAPRICEZ Tl s, RHZE
NEFPbN T EZAL L, SHETEHY EFTHEET,

(RN 2012: 148-149)

HEF

CoMiEEEC ZERHBICL T N T FRTEH L 72\,

XFES
MD 5%

HOFOXY D (FBXUNTuRWEEITE, SinidHveizwn, Xofkb b i
HAEIZ W ,)

(5) A=, ROR=XIZOVTIERs) D LI, BELZOBWETRT,

B LS, BEREBGEITE, BMXTRITHL 2?2210 5,

— B, ") —A) Tz—t, E, HL, yesEET 1221, n0Z2ET 799 A,

[
]

Y, A3 ESETRWwWERBLNZYAEICIE. FrERD,
F == TDIKED
F == TOHKDHY

(k%) BEE ALY RuIHE 735
(%E) FEEEERF, FRRAECHENTHL S HEun)

SEXW - ER
JEHFINZE 2> 2011) TRRAED ADH F—+ 7'y 73 NPOEARAGE 7 L v Ny 777 7 7. hiik

H

ANEREH (1998) THISEE A & AT (G R0 H ik

ANERED - FORTREET- (2004) THIRE & L COMIRT 70 b,

PegiE— (2012) TRRMME TAWMRZATE), ICI3BRm (7 47) 23555 V7 F Ay 7 HiE,

BRI (1973) T2 L3 &by FHIps.

Prep R (2010) TE VDD LKy AT TERE.

M T (2013) EHIDORFE D 2 2 2 =7 — 3 v — FI LRIF L OEHEOH T — T RLTRF
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FCEg 45 61 5 93-108.

—(2014). EfORFEIRD AT 2 == ay (2) — ERHZEI /SN2 BROIEN#M: —
E R KRR 56 62 5 57-73.

HEN=2 28 (2008). T H 0. R M iE Ty FPeikgl,

—-(2012). T %O W TR B 72213 — BAEDOR S DO Wy K7 I+
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