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From Empires to Civil Society: Social Theory for Citizens

SHOJI Kokichi

Abstract
How do citizens frankly analyze their society, repeatedly removing uncertain
knowledge or views they have unconsciously learnt? A society has four basic
aspects --- communality, stratification, system-ness, and ecological restrictions.
People raise a society as a communality (to live together), but it is transformed
into a stratification (difference between upper and lower) while they are not
aware. Through conflicts of these societies, a huge pyramid-shaped society --- a
stratified society or a class society ---emerges. However, since equality generated
by communality and inequality stressed by stratification cannot co-exist, societies
try to mitigate this contradiction with such apparatuses as religion, state, market
and city, and are more or less systematized. The first system is an empire. An
empire singularizes a body on the top of the pyramid-shaped society with some
religion and the thus-born emperor creates a state and builds a city as the center
and tries to control economy which is developing market. The empire tries to
expand its territory as large as possible for the universal ideas of its religion, but
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necessarily fails and falls due to the limitations of its mainly agricultural
productive forces. On the contrary, a civil society as the second system is created
by citizens who grow up in cities by expanding market economy, by replacing
religion with science and technology, by democratizing the state government, and
by expanding cities and urban societies to reach all over the world. However,
while capitalism generates frictions between the capitalist and the working
classes, major civil societies, by putting forward different nations as their basic
communalities, struggle each other by their nation states, colonize the rest of the
world, and drive the humankind through imperialist wars to a crisis of
extermination. This crisis has been barely overcome, but, since almost all newly-
born societies, through colonial independence revolutions, have built their own
nation states to achieve economic growth, the environmental disruption has
extended across the globe so that the global ecological system itself is now on the
verge of an unprecedented crisis. In order to break through this predicament,
citizens must recognize that human societies are also parts of the nature, create a
world civil society overcoming conflicts among nation states, and invent even a
global civil society as a social and ecological system by internalizing more and
more parts of the global ecological system.
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