
Susan Petrilli forges new paths where other theorists have not 
tread. By focusing on expression and interpretation in language, 
Petrilli investigates the possibility of changing the way we 

relate to the world, better engaging with others, and behaving more 
responsibly to improve the quality of life and for peace worldwide. 
This book offers precisely the new social, cultural and political insights 
that semiotics/biosemiotics is capable of producing, and which we so 
urgently need. It develops the pathway of new thinking initiated with 
the global approach to signs and life in the direction of semioethics, 
while featuring the full scope of her important work on signs, language, 
communication, and of meaning, interpretation, and understanding.
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“She [Petrilli] is, in the same breath, 

addressing urgent practical questions 
and thorny theoretical ones. She does so 

not only in her own way but also in a nuanced, 
probing, insightful, and illuminating manner.”

 
—Vincent Colapietro, from the foreword
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