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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to clarify the formal characteristics of Japanese Sentential
Compound forms through empirical investigation with the NINJAL Web Japanese Corpus'.
Investigation revealed three characteristics. First, nouns following sentences are frequently Sino-
Japanese or borrowed words which express abstract ideas. Second, sentences preceding nouns
frequently express the speaker’s emotions or impressions, verbalizing a detail of the abstract idea
expressed by the noun. Finally, sentential compound forms share their semantic structure with
compound nouns in general, in that the following element expresses a semantic head and the preceding
element expresses a modifier characterizing the head.
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