
Conclusion: dark tourism in a digital post-truth society

Lennon, John

Published in:
Worldwide Hospitality and Tourism Themes

DOI:
10.1108/WHATT-12-2016-0075

Publication date:
2017

Document Version
Peer reviewed version

Link to publication in ResearchOnline

Citation for published version (Harvard):
Lennon, J 2017, 'Conclusion: dark tourism in a digital post-truth society', Worldwide Hospitality and Tourism
Themes, vol. 9, no. 2, pp. 240-244. https://doi.org/10.1108/WHATT-12-2016-0075

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please view our takedown policy at https://edshare.gcu.ac.uk/id/eprint/5179 for details
of how to contact us.

Download date: 29. Apr. 2020

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by ResearchOnline@GCU

https://core.ac.uk/display/293882038?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://doi.org/10.1108/WHATT-12-2016-0075
https://researchonline.gcu.ac.uk/en/publications/de165e0e-6e05-4eeb-83bc-71b223f14ed9
https://doi.org/10.1108/WHATT-12-2016-0075


W
orldwide Hospitality and Tourism Themes��

�

����������	
���
������
��
�
�������
���������
�������
�
�
�������������	�
������������
�
Abstract 

 
Purpose: Reviews the Dark tourism concept as it applies to visitation, understanding and education in 

order to determine whether a gap exists between academic research and literature, the operation of dark 
tourism sites and the motivations of visitors. 
 
Design/methodology/approach: Summarizes development of the dark tourism concept over a 20 year 

period and draws on the papers and debate among contributors to this theme issue in order to determine 
the role played by dark tourism in contemporary society.  
 

Findings: Concludes that the concept of �������������������������������������������������������	�
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������	������������������������������������������ 
 
Practical implications: Incorporates the reflections of senior practitioners and academics in a 

comprehensive review of the dark tourism concept. 
 
Originality/value: Provides a blend of academic and practitioner insight on a facet of tourism that is often 
misunderstood and even misinterpreted. Observes that dark tourism is an important way of remembering 
the past and that for many visitors, it offers a form of pilgrimage.  
 
Keywords: Dark tourism research, Dark tourism operations, visitor attractions, visitor motivations.  
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