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The Drell–Yan dilepton production at backward rapidities is studied in proton-nucleus collisions at

Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider and LHC energies by comparing two different approaches: the kT
factorization at next-to-leading order with intrinsic transverse momentum and the same process formu-

lated in the target rest frame, i.e., the color dipole approach. Our results are expressed in terms of the ratio

between pðdÞ � A and p� p collisions as a function of transverse momentum and rapidity. Three nuclear

parton distribution functions are used: EKS (Eskola, Kolhinen, and Ruuskanen), EPS08, and EPS09 and,

in both approaches, dileptons show sensitivity to nuclear effects, specially regarding the intrinsic

transverse momentum. Also, there is room to discriminate between formalisms: the color dipole approach

lacks soft effects introduced by the intrinsic kT . Geometric scaling GBW (Golec-Biernat and Wusthoff)

and BUW (Boer, Utermann, and Wessels) color dipole cross section models and also a DHJ (Dumitru,

Hayashigaki, and Jalilian-Marian) model, which breaks geometric scaling, are used. No change in the

ratio between collisions is observed, showing that this observable is not changed by the particular shape of

the color dipole cross section. Furthermore, our kT factorization results are compared with color glass

condensate results at forward rapidities: the results agree at Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider although

disagree at LHC, mainly due to the different behavior of target gluon and quark shadowing.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Forward physics is a subject of research both at
Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC) [1] and at LHC
[2] and the new experimental data offer an opportunity to
improve our knowledge on how parton distribution func-
tions (of free protons and of bound nucleons) will behave
as smaller momentum fractions x are reached. One of the
issues is where saturation—such as given by the color glass
condensate [3,4]—is present. When comparing nuclear
collisions to proton-proton collisions, phenomena like
PHENIX photon suppression [5], Cronin effect [6], and
others [1,2], one can ask how nuclear effects at small x can
change cross sections and which modifications seen in
nuclear collisions can be accounted to initial or to final
state effects.

In symmetrical hadron-hadron collisions, such as
proton-proton and nucleus-nucleus (A� A) in the center
of momentum reference frame, backward and forward
rapidities give the same results for calculations of QED
and QCD interactions. Therefore, the same effects ob-
served in forward rapidities are observed at backward
rapidities. However, in proton-nucleus collisions, forward
rapidities imply small-x effects in the nucleus, while back-
ward rapidities imply small-x effects in the proton [7]. So,
at backward rapidities we can study nuclear effects and

small-x physics at the same time but linked together in a
complementary way. For this study, we advocate the use of
dileptons as probes, since they escape untouched by the
strong interactions present after a nuclear collision.
In an earlier work [7], it was demonstrated that the

production of dileptons at backward rapidities could be
calculated in the rest frame of the proton, taking the
nucleus as the projectile and using nDS (de Florian and
Sassot ) [8] or EKS (Eskola, Kolhinen, and Ruuskanen [9–
11]) nuclear parton distribution functions and GBW
(Golec-Biernat and Wusthoff [12]) color dipole cross sec-
tion. Nuclear modification factors relating p� A and p�
p cross sections were calculated and showed interesting
dependence in the nuclear effects, including nuclear shad-
owing in LHC backward predictions.
The purpose of the present work is twofold. First, we

update our earlier calculations using new nuclear parton
distributions functions (EPS08 [13], EPS09 [14]) and new
color dipole cross sections (BUW [Boer, Utermann, and
Wessels [15]], DHJ [Dumitru, Hayashigaki, and Jalilian-
Marian [16,17]], and the new fit of GBW [18]). These
nPDF’s show that the amplitude of nuclear effects is not
well settled; in particular, the amount of shadowing present
in heavy ions is not known. Following the GBW model to
the color dipole cross sections, the DHJ model introduced a
fit to heavy ion data and a geometric scaling breaking.
Afterwards, BUWmodel showed that the same data can be
well fitted by a geometric scaling parametrization, making
it interesting to know whether dilepton production is sen-
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sitive to the breaking of geometric scaling. Second, color
dipole results will be compared with the standard intrinsic
kT approach [19,20]. Since most of the fitting of parton
distributions is done in the parton model, it is interesting to
understand the differences between the two approaches.

II. BACKWARD DILEPTON PRODUCTION

A. Color dipole approach

In the color dipole approach [21,22], the Drell-Yan
dilepton production is studied in the rest frame of the
target, in which the relevant subprocess is the scattering
of a projectile parton off the target color field. The scat-
tered parton emits a virtual photon that splits into the
dilepton. The emission of the photon can happen before
or after the parton interaction with the target color field,
and the sum of both diagrams results in the following cross
section, including the dipole cross section [22]:
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¼ �2
em

6�3M2

Z 1
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in which y is the photon rapidity, M is the dilepton mass,
pT is the dilepton transverse momentum, � is the dipole
transverse size, and the variables x1 and x2 are given by
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In the above expression, �2
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functions Ti are given by products of Bessel functions
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As in our earlier work [7], we considered the proton as
the target and the nucleus as the projectile to obtain dilep-
tons at backward rapidities. Therefore, the approach used
here is phenomenologically valid for small x1 [22], insofar
as to guarantee that the parton-photon fluctuation lifetime
is much larger than the parton-color field interaction time.
In what was presented in this framework, x2=A is the
projectile momentum fraction carried by photon, while
x2=A=� > x2=A is carried by the projectile parton and �
is the parton momentum fraction carried by the photon.
The present work and the one of Ref. [7] differ on that, in
the latter, all quarks masses were 0.2 GeV, while now the
quark masses given by the color dipole parametrizations
are taken into account, besides considering heavy quarks
contributions.
In the above equations, the nuclear parton distribution

functions (nPDF) fAq and the dipole cross section

�dipðx1; �Þ will be parametrized by fits described below.

Whereas the nPDF accounts for the parton distribution in
the projectile, the dipole cross section represents the inter-
action of the emitted parton and the target. The dipole cross
section is the same as the deep inelastic scattering and
includes in its fit nonperturbative effects. To study p� p
collisions, one has simply to change nPDFs by free proton
PDFs. It is important to highlight that the color dipole
approach is a parameter-free description; it only uses phe-
nomenological parametrizations that are universal, i.e.,
they are the same as the ones used in deep inelastic
scattering (DIS) and other processes.

B. Improved parton model

In this section, we are representing the same process
studied in the last section but on the standard infinite
momentum frame, using the kT factorization at next-to-
leading order (NLO). This way to study the dilepton pro-
duction is also called the (improved) parton model (IPM)
and was used by Drell and Yan [23,24]. In this frame, the
process is understood as the combination of two partons to
create the virtual photon that is going to split into the
dilepton (we do not sum the Z contribution, since we are
working with dileptons of mass lower than Z.) If partons
are considered collinear to hadrons, experimental results of
pT distribution cannot be reproduced for small pT . This
problem is fixed if one introduces (two-dimensional) par-
ton intrinsic transverse momentum [19,20]. The cross sec-
tion at NLO is given by [22,25]

d�

dM2dyd2pT

¼ hðp2
TÞ

d�

dM2dy
þ

Z
d2kT�Pðs;M2; k2TÞ

� ½hððpT � kTÞ2Þ � hðp2
TÞ�: (4)

The intrinsic kT distribution of a single parton is given by
1

�hk2T i expð�
k2T
hk2T iÞ, with hk2Ti ¼ 4

� hkTi2, and its standard de-

viation is
ffiffiffi
2
�

q
hkTi. The Gaussian distribution of intrinsic kT
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due to both partons given by hðk2TÞ ¼ 1
2�hk2T i expð�

k2T
2hk2T iÞ. In

an NLO study of pion production [26], hk2Ti ¼ 2:5 GeV
was found to reproduce RHIC data even for low pT .

The right-hand side of Eq. (4) has two terms: the first
(second) term is dominant at small (high) pT=hkTi. In the
first term we have the NLO collinear double differential
cross section d�=dM2dy, which shows no pT dependence
and, therefore, this first term shows a factorized Gaussian
dependence on pT . Only noncollinear subprocesses con-
tribute to the second term of the right-hand side of Eq. (4),
meaning, Compton scattering qþ g ! qþ �� and anni-
hilation qþ �q ! gþ ��. To the effect of the calculation
of these subprocesses, partons do not have transverse mo-
mentum; this is included in the product in Eq. (4). We have
[25]
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�
;

(5)

in which the subprocess Mandelstam variables are given
by: ŝ ¼ xAxBs, t̂ ¼ M2 � xAx2s, and û ¼ M2 � xBx1s;
with parton momentum fractions represented by xA and
xB. The integration lower limit is xAmin

¼ ðx1 �

M2=sÞ=ð1� x2Þ, xB is given by ðxAx2 �M2=sÞ=ðxA �
x1Þ, and

Pq �qðxA; xBÞ ¼
X
q

e2qðfqðxAÞf �qðxBÞ þ �q $ qÞ (6)

PqgðxA; xBÞ ¼
X
q

e2qðfqðxAÞ þ f �qðxAÞÞfgðxBÞ (7)

PgqðxA; xBÞ ¼
X
q

e2qfgðxAÞðfqðxBÞ þ f �qðxBÞÞ; (8)

in which PDFs are needed and, when it is the case, nPDFs
are used for the B hadron.

C. Parametrizations

Three parametrizations of the nuclear PDFs are used:
EKS [9–11], EPS08 [13], and EPS09 [14], all giving the
nuclear proton PDF as the free proton PDF multiplied by a

factor f
proton-A
q ðx;QÞ ¼ RA

q ðx;QÞfpq ðx;QÞ. To obtain the

nuclear neutron PDF, one relies on the isospin symmetry:
fneutron-Aq ðx;QÞ ¼ RA

q0 ðx;QÞfp
q0 ðx;QÞ; where, if q is up (or

down), q0 is down (or up). Heavier quarks ðs; c; b; tÞ neu-
tron distributions are the same as the proton ones. For
example, the normalized total up distribution in a nucleus
is

fAu ¼ Z

A
RA
u ðx;QÞfpu ðx;QÞ þ A� Z

A
RA
d ðx;QÞfpd ðx;QÞ: (9)

The parametrizations EKS and EPS08 are available only
at leading order, while EPS09 is available at both LO and
NLO accuracy. In Fig. 1, we have plotted RA

q ðx; QÞ with

FIG. 1. EKS, EPS08, and EPS09 nuclear modification factors RA
q ðx;QÞ with A ¼ 197 and Q ¼ 6:5 GeV and flavors valence up

(UV), sea up (US), sea strange (SS), and gluon (GL).

BACKWARD DILEPTON PRODUCTION IN COLOR DIPOLE . . . PHYSICAL REVIEW D 81, 054015 (2010)

054015-3



A ¼ 197 and scale Q ¼ 6:5 of nPDFs for four parton
species: valence up quark (UV), sea up quark (US), strange
quark (SS), and gluon (GL). Four regions of nuclear effects
can be identified: shadowing (x & 0:01), antishadowing
(0:01 & x & 0:3), EMC effect (0:3 & x & 1), and Fermi
motion (x � 1).

It should be noted that LO EPS09 looks very similar to
EKS and, therefore, we do not use LO EPS09. While EKS
took into account deep inelastic lepton-nucleus scattering
and Drell-Yan dilepton production only, EPS08 analysis
included RHIC BRAHMS inclusive high pT hadron pro-
duction data at high rapidities that reached x around 10�4.
As a result, EPS08 shows a strong shadowing, which was
argued in Ref. [27]. EPS09, besides going to NLO, did not
consider hadron production used in EPS08; the argument
being that baseline-free proton PDFs do not accurately
describe this proton-proton data, therefore invalidating
attempts to use this nuclear data to constraint nPDFs.
EPS09 fit included RHIC PHENIX inclusive pion produc-
tion at mid rapidities (x around 10�2) and a less strong
gluon shadowing was found. As in EPS08 and EPS09
original analysis, we use CTEQ6.1 [28] as the parton
distribution function (PDF) of free protons. This PDF and
the nPDFs used here employ the zero-mass variable flavor
number scheme, in which the heavy quarks are massless
and active only when the factorization scale is greater than
the mass threshold m2

q.

Dipole cross section in DIS is the cross section between
the color dipole component of the virtual photon and the
target, which was modeled [12] as �GBWðx; rÞ ¼ �0½1�
expð� 1

4 r
2Q2

sðxÞÞ�, with saturation scale given by Q2
sðxÞ ¼

Q2
0ðx0x Þ�, with Q2

0 of 1 GeV2 and the other parameters are

fitted. The model reproduces color transparency for small r
(�dipðx; rÞ / r2) and saturation for large r (�dipðx; rÞ �
�0). In the original GBW fit to DIS HERA data with x <
0:01 the parameters were found to be �0 ¼ 29:12 mb
(74:78 GeV�2), x0 ¼ 0:41� 10�4, and � ¼ 0:277. The
light quark masses used were 0.14 GeV and the charm
mass was 1.5 GeV. In a recent fit [18] of the same model
but with charm mass of 1.4 GeV, the parameters found
were �0 ¼ 23:9 mb (61:38 GeV�2), x0 ¼ 1:11� 10�4,
and � ¼ 0:287. The dipole cross section dependence on r
and x only through the combination r2Q2

sðxÞmeans that the
deep inelastic scattering cross section obeys geometric
scaling [29] (at small x), i.e., depends only on the combi-
nation Q=Q2

sðxÞ.
The recently proposed DHJ and BUWmodels were used

to fit forward d-Au RHIC hadron production data using the
color glass condensate (CGC) model. The DHJ model
violates geometric scaling and BUW, while similar to
DHJ, was an attempt to keep geometric scaling and still
fit the same data. It is an important question if one can find
an observable that discriminates both models in hadron-
hadron collisions since, in this kind of collisions, it is not
possible to observe geometric scaling directly from the
data (as it is possible in the case of DIS.)

In the DHJ and BUW original papers, the dipole scat-
tering amplitudes used depend on r, x, and hadron trans-
verse momentum and represented quark and gluon
interactions with the medium. However, these dipole scat-
tering amplitudes can be rewritten to represent the dipole
interaction with the medium, which depends on r, x, and
the virtual photon massM (or the photon virtualityQ in the
case of DIS). Both models start with the following expres-
sion:

�dipðx;rÞ¼�0N�¼�0

�
1�exp

�
�1

4ðr2Q2
sÞ�ðM;xÞ

��
: (10)

The above dipole cross section is different from the GBW
model only by the introduction of the anomalous dimen-
sion �ðM; xÞ and if �ðM; xÞ ¼ 1, BUW and DHJ models
would reduce to the GBW model, except that they use
parameters �0 ¼ 21 mb (53:93 GeV�2), x0 ¼ 3� 10�4,
and � ¼ 0:3.
In the DHJ model the anomalous dimension reads

�ðM; xÞ ¼ �s þ ð1� �sÞ j logðM2=Q2
sÞj

�Y þ d
ffiffiffiffi
Y

p þ j logðM2=Q2
sÞj

;

(11)

with Y ¼ log1=x and the parameter d ¼ 1:2 was fitted to
data. The additional dependence on x not through M2=Q2

s

(namely, the term �Y þ d
ffiffiffiffi
Y

p
in the denominator) breaks

the geometric scaling. The anomalous dimension value at
M2 ¼ Q2

s is �s ¼ 0:628 and, when M ! 1, �ðM; xÞ ¼ 1.
In the BUW model, the anomalous dimension does not
depend on x separately, but only on the variable w ¼ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
M2=Q2

sðxÞ
p

, and is given by

�ðwÞ ¼ �s þ ð1� �sÞ wa � 1

ðwa � 1Þ þ b
; (12)

having the best fit with a ¼ 2:82 and b ¼ 168. Again,
�ð1Þ ¼ �s and �ðw ! 1Þ ¼ 1, i.e., both limits give the
same results whether DHJ or BUW anomalous dimension
is used; the difference between the models is in the fitting
of the intermediate values of the anomalous dimension. It
was shown [15] that both DHJ and BUW models can
explain RHIC results at small x, but at larger x DHJ model

FIG. 2. Color dipole cross section as a function of dipole size r
and at different x values.
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deviates from data. At LHC energies, in the absence of
data, both models disagree even at small x. Thus, it is
interesting to investigate whether DHJ and BUW disagree
in the case of dilepton production at backward rapidities,
possibly due to the breaking of geometric scaling in DHJ.

In Fig. 2, we have plotted the three models and it is seen
that GBW has a bigger saturation value that plays an
important role for small x. Also, DHJ and BUW behaviors
are very similar and both models disagree most at large x
and mid dipole sizes.

III. RESULTS

The dilepton mass was fixed as 6.5 GeV and RHIC p�
p and d� Au collisions at 200 GeV and LHC p� p and
p� Pb collisions at 8.8 TeV were analyzed. The results
for the dilepton production cross sections in p� p colli-
sions at RHIC energies are presented in Fig. 3, where some
disagreement among the �dip is seen, specially at high pT ,

when larger dipole sizes become important. Using hk2Ti ¼
0:5, 2:5 GeV2, the effects of intrinsic kT are easily seen,
changing the cross section behavior at small pT=hk2Ti.

The nuclear modification factor is given by

RpA ¼ d�ðpAÞ
dp2

TdydM

�
A

d�ðppÞ
dp2

TdydM
: (13)

In the case of d� A collisions, deuteron nuclear effects are
neglected and the ratio is divided by 2 times A instead of
only A. To understand how nuclear effects are taken into
account in the cross sections, one has to look at the
integrations of the nPDF. For example, in the color dipole
approach, the Eq. (3) takes the integration of nuclear
effects from x2 to 1. Similar dependence on x2 can be
found in the IPM. Therefore, as x2 increases, the nuclear
effects of shadowing, antishadowing, and EMC effect are
sequentially dropped from calculations in this order. When
shadowing is dropped it is expected that the nuclear modi-
fication factor is going to increase, since shadowing has a
contribution lower than 1. Then, when antishadowing is
dropped at bigger x2, the factor decreases. When reaching
x2 values near the antishadowing—EMC effect transition,
the nuclear modification factor will grow again.
The nuclear modification factor RdA using EPS09 and

EPS08 nPDF at RHIC energies is calculated in Fig. 4,
where this ratio is given as a function of the transverse
momentum at four fixed rapidities. EPS09 and EPS08 give
approximately the same results since the main contribution
to the ratio comes from two nuclear effects (antishadowing
and EMC effect) that are described as nearly the same by
both parametrizations. From y ¼ �1:0 to y ¼ �2:5, x2
increases and antishadowing becomes less important as

FIG. 3. Dilepton production cross sections in p� p collisions at RHIC energies as a function of the transverse momentum at fixed
rapidities.
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the EMC effect dominates, driving RdA to lower values.
The nuclear effects are very dependent on the intrinsic kT ;
however, at high pT=hkTi, dipole approach and the IPM
agree, since at this point intrinsic kT plays a minor role
because Compton scattering is the dominant subprocess.
An increase in pT corresponds to an increase in x2 at fixed
rapidity. Therefore, the overall slope in the pT dependence
is negative at RHIC. In Fig. 5, EPS09 and EKS are com-
pared and both nPDFs give approximately the same results.
Despite showing considerable difference in the predicted
cross sections in Fig. 3, different models for �dip provide

almost identical ratios RdA.
Based on RHIC results, it is obtained that these models

and parametrizations employed agree to 5% accuracy,
apparently leading to the conclusion that dileptons at back-
ward rapidities would not be very sensitive to different
models fitted to p� p results, despite that backward ra-
pidity nuclear effects (mainly antishadowing and EMC) are
involved.

The dilepton production cross sections in p� p colli-
sions at LHC energies are presented in Fig. 6, using hk2Ti ¼
0:5, 2.0, and 4:5 GeV2 in the IPM. Considering the differ-
ent dipole cross sections, DHJ and BUW models present
agreement, while disagreeing with GBW model. As it was
explained in RHIC results in Fig. 3, important effects due

to intrinsic kT can be seen and the cross sections are subject
to variation as hkTi and �dip change.

In Fig. 7, RpA for LHC p� Pb collisions is given, where

the interplay of the following three nuclear effects is seen:
shadowing, antishadowing, and EMC effect: from y ¼
�1:5 to y ¼ �6:0, x2 increases and the ratio first increases
(shadowing-antishadowing transition) and then decreases
(antishadowing-EMC effect transition). Once more the
nuclear effects are very dependent on the intrinsic kT ,
EPS09 and EKS nPDFs have good agreement, as well as
the dipole cross sections GBW, BUW, and DHJ (not shown
in the graph). However, EPS08 and EPS09 disagree when
shadowing is important, showing that the dilepton produc-
tion can give hints about the shadowing intensity. At y ¼
�1:5, nuclear effects of small x2 drive EPS08 results to the
lowest values obtained, and this is a direct result of the
strong nuclear shadowing present at EPS08, that should be
present at LHC even at negative rapidities.
As in RHIC, the color dipole approach and the IPM

agree at high pT=hkTi, however, at LHC energies, there is
disagreement among the models, especially at mid rapid-
ities. It is seen that the color dipole framework is less
sensitive to the nuclear shadowing in the projectile than
the IPM approach. Very little can be said about the color
dipole cross section parametrizations, since they agree in

FIG. 4. Factor RdA at RHIC energies as a function of the transverse momentum at fixed rapidities, using EPS08 and EPS09 nPDFs.
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FIG. 5. Factor RdA at RHIC en-
ergies as a function of the trans-
verse momentum at fixed
rapidities, using EPS09 and
EKS nPDFs.

FIG. 6. Dilepton production
cross sections in p� p colli-
sions at LHC energies as a func-
tion of the transverse momentum
at fixed rapidities.
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the entire range studied. That is not a surprise, since in the
calculation of dilepton nuclear modification factors at
backward rapidities the nuclear effects are not encoded in
such parametrizations, but in the nPDF used. Concerning
the pT slope, the results show that it is positive at more
central rapidities and turns to negative at more backward
rapidities. This is due to the fact that x2 increases with pT .

In Fig. 8, color dipole results obtained in Ref. [30] at
forward rapidities considering the nucleus as a CGC phase
compared to our results (EPS09 nPDF, BUW dipole cross
section) at RHIC energies are shown. The three ways to
calculate the dilepton production agree pretty well; even
the transverse momentum dependence is the same. At
forward rapidities, RpA increases with pT , due to a related

FIG. 8. Factor RdA calculated in the infinite momentum frame, in the color dipole picture at backward rapidities, and in the color
dipole picture at forward rapidities considering the nucleus as a CGC [30] with EPS08 (left) and EPS09 (right) parametrizations at
RHIC energies.

FIG. 7. Factor RpA at LHC energies as a function of the transverse momentum at fixed rapidities.
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increase in the parton momentum fraction, reducing the
effect of shadowing. At backward rapidities, there is no
shadowing but antishadowing effect, leading to a decrease
of RdA with an increase of pT .

While at LHC energies the same can be said about the
qualitative transverse momentum dependence (Fig. 9), the
results at forward rapidities disagree. In the CGC frame-
work, only the gluon content of the target is taken into
account. As long as the nuclear shadowing is considered,
RpA will decrease as x2 decreases. In the parton model, the

two Compton subprocesses are dominant in the whole
range of rapidity, due to the high small x gluon distribu-
tions coming from both hadrons. At mid and forward
rapidities, the main nuclear effect is the shadowing. At
mid rapidities, gluons from both hadrons are equally im-
portant, so sea quark shadowing and gluon shadowing are
taken into account. However, at forward rapidities, the
projectile probes only the nuclear gluon distribution with
its quarks. Hence, if both sea quark shadowing is stronger
than gluon shadowing, and shadowing as an overall effect
does not have a sufficiently steep dependence on x, the
ratio RpA will increase from mid to forward rapidities at

LHC, since one is progressively replacing quark shadow-
ing by gluon shadowing. That is exactly what happens with
the EPS09, which has an increase at forward rapidities as y
increases. In EPS08, shadowing is enhanced very fast as x
decreases in both gluon and quark distributions, therefore
the nuclear modification factor always decreases for y > 0.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

The nuclear effects in the improved parton model and
the color dipole approach through the nuclear modification
factor were studied using the dilepton production as the
observable at backward rapidities and RHIC and LHC
energies. In the color dipole approach, nuclear effects
could not discriminate among GBW, BUW, and DHJ mod-
els. Therefore, no hints about geometric scaling and the

general behavior of dipole cross sections could be
obtained.
The existence of intrinsic transverse momentum in the

IPM can change RpA of � 0:1 when compared to color

dipole approach results. Furthermore, the nuclear modifi-
cation factor reflects the amount of intrinsic transverse
momentum taken into account, being suitable to determine
hk2Ti. These results suggest that the color dipole approach
fails to include nonperturbative or higher order effects
represented by the intrinsic kT and, most important, that
these effects can be relevant when studying dilepton pro-
duction. This renders the color dipole approach—as a
parameterless description—unable to reproduce IPM re-
sults and possibly future dilepton data that agree with the
IPM.
It was possible to see the effects of a strong shadowing

such as the one introduced in EPS08 at y < 0 at LHC
energies. It follows that dilepton production at backward
rapidities provides information about all nuclear effects at
current energy levels and must be studied to complement
the knowledge of forward rapidities.
At forward rapidities, we have compared our IPM results

to earlier CGC results, still using nuclear modification
ratios. At RHIC, different models qualitatively agree. At
LHC, in the case of a not-so-strong shadowing, forward
models qualitatively disagree due to the interplay of quark
and of gluon shadowing. It is an important question
whether the two kinds of models can reconcile their results
either imposing a strong shadowing or reconsidering their
quark contribution. In this sense, future LHC low-mass
dilepton production data can be very elucidative and a
restraining tool to the fits.
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FIG. 9. Factor RdA calculated in the infinite momentum frame, in the color dipole picture at backward rapidities, and in the color
dipole picture at forward rapidities considering the nucleus as a CGC [30] with EPS08 (left) and EPS09 (right) parametrizations at
LHC energies.
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