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BE X : Brexit is a unique event. Never before has a country voluntarily left an integrated
economic and political cooperation and the European Union is the most integrated
transnational cooperation in history. On the other hand, Brexit is part of a trend
including Trump and the emergence of right wing populism in Central and Eastern

Europe. It is difficult to enter the European Union, but the last two years have shown

that it is far more difficult to leave the Union with a multitude of unforeseen
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complications. Economically, Brexit is a remarkable act of self-harm with negative
effects beyond Britain as well. Further, Brexit has had major impacts on British
politics, both in the short run and with respect to trust in institutions and the broader
political culture. First, the presentation outlines the history of Britain’s relationship to
the European Union. Then, we discuss the current struggle between proponents of a
hard versus a soft Brexit. Next, more detail is provided regarding the economic effects

of Brexit. Finally, some of the political impacts will be discussed.
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