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‘And Mr Lightwood, added the boy, with a burning face, under the flaming
aggravation of getting no sort of answer or attention, ‘I hope you'll take
notice of what I have said to your friend, and of what your friend has heard
me say, word by word, whatever he pretends to the contrary. You are bound
to take notice of it, Mr Lightwood, for, as I have already mentioned, you
first brought your friend into my sister's company, and but for you we never



should have seen him. Lord knows none of us ever wanted him, any more
than any of us will ever miss him.” (289)
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Despite that pernicious assumption of lassitude and indifference, which had
become his second nature, he was strongly attached to his friend. He had
founded himself upon Eugene when they were yet boys at school: and at this
hour imitated him no less, admired him no less, loved him no less, than in
those departed days. (282)
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‘You wanted to tell me something, Eugene. My poor dear fellow, you wanted
to say something to your old friend - to the friend who has always loved you,
admired you, imitated you, founded himself upon you, been nothing without
you, and who, God knows, would be here in your place if he could! (719)
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‘erotic repertoire’ of Victorian culture, and its sexual resonances are in no way
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‘No. Touch my face with yours, in case I should not hold out till you come
back. I love you, Mortimer. Don’t be uneasy for me while you are gone. If my
dear brave girl will take me, I feel persuaded that I shall live long enough to
be married, dear fellow.” (723)
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Bradley Headstone, in his decent black coat and waistcoat, and decent white
shirt, and decent formal black tie, and decent pantaloons of pepper and salt,
with his decent silver watch in his pocket and its decent hair-guard round
his neck, looked a thoroughly decent young man of six-and-twenty. He
was never seen in any other dress, and yet there were a want of adaptation
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between him and it, recalling some mechanics in their holiday clothes. (218)
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Truly, Bradley Headstone had taken careful none of the honest man’s
dress in the course of that night-walk they had had together. He must
have committed it to memory, and slowly got it by heart. It was exactly
reproduced in the dress he now wore. And whereas, in his own schoolmaster
clothes, he usually looked as if they were the clothes of some other man,
he now looked, in the clothes of some other man or men, as if they were his
own. (619)
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It seemed to him as if all that he could suppress in himself he had
suppressed, as if all that he could restrain in himself he had restrained,
and the time had come - in a rush, in a moment — when the power of self-
command had departed from him. (336)
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BOFEAELTVWEDIE, 22—V — Y OFHOYMP, T2 EHEALE D HH» S
fil 9 ZENTE D, LhL, =V —=2Id7 4 27 M) TEHOREEE v B
WEY . E—T 4 v —DHCITHPURT L2 LICH 5, FHRHE—T 13—,
HORMMEREZA L2ALH, 21—V — Y Z2RREH & &) Haiicie
BEE, VY= OERROAMEENIEL V) ZENII LAD B HE O—hb %
HoTWwiEIEZOLNL, TNTRMEWERETHLE—T 4 v -3 2D,
BHOBRLE L o THIANTVEDEALI D Ll £ THDH% 5T
E—TAX—OEREEUFAZ T EFCTHHRL. MEENZEREORZLZEMNT S
PVEII R, =Y =V EFU L) ICHSHFTEZ o ¢, BHfiicgEhsIng
N> TH T THDE, LA L, EERIE—T 4~ —IZIIMBEDELY
$FED, —H E—TAX—DHETLTHAIMEDZOEHEIE. H L 2—
V—VICHET Iy FA b= F TP TV 5, HTPEEIR,
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MAED T4 7 v ZORFHEERIRT L. Ny FA M=% [ TREEROEHORED
REWLABENE] 2Fow 210 [REMEDSHBERE LA II3E MR PR S
N5l (318) NMTHsHLTDHN, ~y FAN—="ONET 5 8EMEE 1ZRH
MWaEDDOIZILELT, =T 4 v —IZBVWTIEIAAARLE TIZHRBRL TV 5[
PEOEFKELEZTZDDTRELVESL ) Do Ny FA =Y PRAEWITHEI, S
PER SN AR Z R, fEMICFE, SRS 2 PR 4. BRIt
KNOBFONBE L ZITRD 2N TE S, Ly MU L9 ICREENEE
EOLE—T 47 —1F, KBTAHIL T, BRREICAONS X IC, Bk
WCHMHOEZ R L EDPHFENTVEIOTH Y, T E—T 1 v =%
RBEE LTHBRTAZIENTET, ANy FAM=VIZE—T 4 ¥ —OHEL
WA ETRBOEYOTIHEZFLE V), T4 7 v AOBHIH S 28
BRRRBENIZENLTWE I ) IZlbN S,

RAEFED—DHDFEIZBWT, TNENDOAY-ELDA F—1) — 3K %0
ZATWLDTHY, TNEIIRFE—T 4 v —13HER T, BHORL L
BE L —3— v RFEAOERCIEREL M T IR 5, LA L, miRISH
B 3RO by a0 =T NICH EN S E %%;5:&1‘/;
VIMVRUVOBENEDLN E—T A —I by 20— KETTHEIE
BERPIRKBICELS, v @f)iffﬁlﬁ’é@ff**f“&)%o I T, YiEokkb U Lh
BYHTAHE—T 43—, by T Au—DT AN, g BEHTHL LI
HL7Zw, ZAOBRLMELE 2L, 1o i(%L’Ciﬁ%ﬁfJ*%ﬂhtEJr‘@ -
WBR AN EIEE ARV, FEE VI HRICHAbIL TR E W) HTIEES
BHEIrSO®EE TH D, LAV - ¥a v+ —J)V¥— (Showalter, Elaine)
. T4 7 M) TEICBW TR L 2w RIEH S 2013 L. “Many
Victorian men married late or never, lived a bachelor existence, and spent their
adult lives with only male friendships. The odd man, however, was not seen as a
problem.”(25) L {83 %, L22L. T4 7 v RAlF. A3 b LVIEEHFEZX
BUTH LA S L — Y — Y ORIZ, HAD LI B W THIRREHRO T
WAL L BAEEND TV Y ¥ v —Z NI EAATVEDTH ), KHELD
WBHELWHDThRr o213 a, Eo&X ) EBRIIFELLZZED MR 5,
ZL T, HHOEFTT, MOFy T 75 7L OWiEORKERFIE TV LD
HLT, ZADA M=) =T B TIIHLKETLLD LD BRBUEZH T
WEDLNRNTH S,
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Gz oNMERPHELZMHRCIET, $7200 AV FA M=V O L) LRE LA
Exfbd s e T BEazhE L, HEICEY SRRSO & L
THRRENTVEIHICEDbNS, LIL, HLEZBRIEEHE R -TEO [H
WOK] THEE—T4~3—1d. ZOULBRONITHENEREZNLI LTS
D, ORI LT 52D THL, 7)) AT 4 — b (Chris
Louttit) 4%, V¥ — L D% & o T I LE ANK R /22 —TY— %, “The
less likable side of him emerges, when he does become energetic” (128) & &F
T5LHIC. HEFETHESORIAMLETH ) 2535 b, “a strong attractive
power over the other characters” (Coste 110) Z4FbH el 72K F SN CEEHE &
I—T— VORI, L U THEAD “energy” & R OIF 5 2 L THL M
Habhd, FWMEERKEDLZ VPO LHHEIOLANL I LDTE LD o7
Z—Y =S, BEICEH SN ETRIEARH 4 IR TV & R s
72D LTI, HERTABLPITHRERTE—T 4 v — ORI HEH
SOBRELELT A7 Y ADCD X HIZHZITN LD TR RNES ) D
ZDEHITHF TR AERMIIBIT S [H 9 — AD Our Mutual Friend] & L
TOE—TAX—DEZEWPTFLT LB - T HDTH 5,
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The Other “Mutual Friend”:
A Consideration of Mortimer Lightwood

Megumi Kumagai

In Dickens's last completed novel, Our Mutual Friend (1864-65), there are two
characters which connect other characters as a “Mutual Friend.” One is clearly
John Harmon, but another is Mortimer Lightwood who secretly plays an active
part in connecting characters. This paper examines how Mortimer performs his
true role. I discuss Mortimer's secret role as “The Other Our Mutual Friend” and
Dickens'’s attitude to the mores of society.

First, I confirm the role of Mortimer as the other “Mutual Friend,” and examine
how he performs the role. He can be defined as the other “Mutual Friend,” for
Dickens suggests that sometimes.

Second, I discuss Mortimer’s silence about his love and his story. In the novel,
almost all characters are depicted in relation to love, even the minor characters.
However, Mortimer’s attention is limited to his affection for Eugene. Mortimer
lives as if he were Eugene’s double, and it is a devoted double which guides Eu-
gene’s happy marriage.

Third, I discuss the homoerotic element in Mortimer and Eugene’s relationship.
Mortimer's silence breaks when Eugene’s life is in danger because of Headstone’s
serious attack on him. Besides, by considering their nursing scene, we can find



17

a homoerotic element. In these descriptions, Mortimer's side as a secret sexual
outsider emerges.

Finally, I consider Headstone as Mortimer's other double in order to demon-
strate that Headstone's excessive suppression expresses his homoerotic desire for
Eugene and that it reflects Mortimer’s silent desire.

Considering Mortimer’s shadowy role as “The Other Our Mutual Friend,” an-
other side of this novel is made clear. Although the world depicted in the story
seems to support the social order and to exclude outsiders, the character of Mor-
timer suggests the possibility of Dickens’s ambiguous attitude to the mores of the
time.



