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Participation by Japan in the TPP and the effects on its health-care system
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Abstract

On April 12, 2013, Japan and the US. concluded a deal allowing former to join talks in the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade talks. This was followed by agreement for inclusion in the
talks by the 11 negotiating countries on April 20, with Japan formally joining the talks on July 23.
Although the TPP has its pros and cons, much of the debate has centered on negotiations over
agricultural and manufactured goods. This paper is concerned about whether or not the Japanese
universal health-care system will be able to survive post TPP in its current form and examines

what changes might be expected through an examination of current materials.
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