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Thus have | sung of fields, and flocks, and trees,
And of the waxen work of labouring bees;

While mighty Caesar, thundering from afar,
Seeks on Euphrates’ banks the spoil of war;
With conquering arms asserts his country’s cause,
With arts of peace the willing people draws;

On the glad earth the golden age renews,
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And his great father’s path to heaven pursues; (IV. 807-14)
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What Soil the Apple loves, what Care is due
To Orchats, timeliest when to press the Fruits,
Thy Gift, Pomona, in Miltonian Verse
Adventrous I presume to sing; of Verse
Nor skilld nor studious; But my Native Soil
Invites me, and the Theme as yet unsung.
Ye Ariconian Knights, and fairest Dames,
To whom propitious Heav'n these Blessings grants,
Attend my Layes; nor hence disdain to learn,
How Nature's Gift may be improv'd by Art. (1. 1-10)
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...where-e’er the British spread
Triumphant Banners, or their Fame has reach’d
Diffusive, to the utmost Bounds of this
Wide Universe, Silurian Cyder borne
Shall please all Tasts, and triumph oer the Vine. (II.665-9)
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Ye vigorous youths, by smiling Fortune blest,
With large demesnes, heredity wealth,
Heap'd copious by your wise forefather’s care,
Hear and attend! While I the means reveal
To enjoy those pleasures, for the weak too strong,
Too costly for the poor ... (I. 103-8)



156

(T HEFIW b HE L MECEEIIL > T/ IERE b %,
B A HMHOBRBIZE T/ To L0 EiFa - BoM L EE
N7-BL EFEELTHEI W LRI RFICEML T /Bl
WIEEMiT &5, S o a LGl % / RSB % RS

W7 1 GO R L RO OB R OME RO H B &
WiE Lok, BAoHD»S RAuERE $5RE L Bbhb L) BT,
ZOEBEINMOFEIOCTHR ) OFHTEESL LTI Z EN L 0
A BWROBENE NS, BHCERICREL X WG 22 ) HIZD
DF ) FEAOH A AT L o THKA BI3EE L BN TITHIZ M D> T
L ZEzRDENLEDOTHY ., ZHITEMRR: LR %B‘(Dunwﬂ LTt
HEMEELTu R BbEFicidv ok v, [H] LAy 4
me%mamw\ﬁﬁ%@Lfﬁ@W%wﬁﬁ%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁép&k@ém
725

Thy hunter-train, in cheerful green array'd,

(A band undaunted, and inured to toils,)

Shall compass thee around, die at thy feet,

Or hew thy passage through the embattled foe,

And clear thy way to fame; inspired by thee

The nobler chase of glory shall pursue

Through fire, and smoke, and blood, and fields of death. ( I . 25-31)
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But chief by numbers of industrious hands
A nation’s wealth is counted: numbers raise
Warm emulation: where that virtue dwells,
There will be traffick's seat; there will she build
Her rich emporium. Hence, ye happy swains,
With hospitality inflame your breast,
And emulation: the whole world receive,
And with their arts, their virtues, deck your isle.
Each clime, each sea, the spacious orb of each,
Shall join their various stores, and amply feed
The mighty brotherhood; while ye proceed,
Active and enterprising, or to teach
The stream a naval course, or till the wild,
Or drain the fen, or stretch the long canal,
Or plough the fertile billows of the deep. (III. 531-45)

(ZPEHOBL V) bDEFFEICHM 2B EFO /B THEES
NDOE, ZOEMEZNE I BOBEEVE LD, FOEEIES
EZAIIE I REDORLHASTE B, FIIZERENEED /



158

DHZEX EFB072, 2200, ERERL /MALZBT 0L,
BWE) LT, HOM%E [ BRTRV, HOWATHRORE S
FARE /S oHEMR., MO DEMT, MODEEHLDN/
%4 DL, &A1 O K4 DILKRHIRDS | Z Ok~ L EWx—
DIF LD, WORABRELY / THICELI LIRSS, FDO—FT
HHIE T IERIS, BRABEDTIER, JINIHENEES /KT ¥
ZTRABDV, Tt AT R / B A RS 5 Hik, &
a2 MY HE / REROEKZELR Y- TG HEEZ R
)

DT A X —OBEFEEORTT M Lo —KRESHEOWME L BIfRL Tw
52 EIEHBAT, AR L R SHBN R ERTH B Z ErbETid
WiHLDOD, HLEFTOLENWENTLOREEARETH ), EEAIMELD
FERICET B84 8. TEMOEESE Y ED. N a REAERIER
TAHRERAMLOUTTWBIZBERV, MED [FRE] Lv) FEIIEHS
NTWDH LN, FTAX=DE0ODN LTV HOIERERBOEEILTH ) K
EE2EA L TAHEOERADOTH b, T I TV G LSO R4
5%\,

VA LA L4 vYy— (James Grainger, 1721-66) @ [#HEZ] (The
Sugar Cane, 1764) &, WA ¥ FiEBOOEDE Y b - 7Y A 77 —BIZB
JARBEREN A FHEE LEED) REHFTH L B LTHEY S
DETBILAEZ L4 vy —ZHOOKREBE T 2 2500, BADGE#-
TRKBELWERT I v 77— a V&R T 5 2EFISH LT BREORH:
T AHOBMEE, TS TEMTE LRI TR EHIBEANGEORVE £
TENYRE D OERET-> TV D, FF0OERICIIERDOALIIZHEL
WTHAH) b 7Y AT 7 —BOBREYOHY - RgER S5 T
W ERIFALTVDLY, g ¥y Vv —idf s ORRIZOVTHRIE BN
FEEREAHLTBY., T2 CIOBOERESELHL D LHHATHS
PDLEITHD, [WWHER] TA RBIRECEEZ T 2150 TH 595,
I TS L) HIZER A GbETARN,

Nor, beauteous only shows the cultured soil,

From this cool station. No less charms the eye
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That wild interminable waste of waves:

While on the horizon's farthest verge are seen

Islands of different shape, and different size;

While sail-clad ships, with their sweet produce fraught,
Swell on the straining sight; while near yon rock,

On which ten thousand wings with ceaseless clang
Their airies build, a water spout descends,

And shakes mid ocean; and while there below,

That town, embowered in the different shade

Of tamarinds, panspans, and papaws, o’er which

A double Iris throws her painted arch,

Shows commerce toiling in each crowded street,

And each throng’d street with limpid currents lav'd. (1. 538-52)
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Thy Foot will slide upon the miry Stone,

And passing Coaches crush thy tortur’d Bone,

Or Wheels enclose the Road; on either Hand

Pent round with Perils, in the midst you stand,

And call for Aid in vain; the Coachman swears,

And Carmen drive, unmindful of thy Prayers.

Where wilt thou turn? ah! whither wilt thou fly?

On ev'ry side the pressing Spokes are nigh.

So Sailors, while Charybdis’s Gulph they shun,

Amaz’d, on Scylla’s craggy Dangers run. (M. 175-84)
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But precepts tire, and this fastidious Age
Rejects the strain didactic: Try we then
In lovelier Narrative the truths to veil
We dare not dictate ... (V. 49-52)

(722N REGBIE T, HFADIE L2 / HAloR 2T 5,
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GREAERTAFHAIBRAIHEI Two/aZ & B rh il hoT—
DOEHTHA ) 74U T A 7 —7%— (William Cowper, 1731-1800) 1dd &
BEHAFEHEEIILTWRATH Y, REED [FRE] (The Task, 1785)
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Warily therefore, and with prudent heed

He seeks a favor’ d spot. That where he builds
Th'agglomerated pile, his frame may front

The sun’s meridian disk, and at the back

Enjoy close shelter, wall, or reeds, or hedge
Impervious to the wind. First he bids spread
Dry fern or litter’d hay, that may imbibe

Th’ ascending damps; ... (M. 470-7)
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English Georgics in the Eighteenth Century
Yutaka EBISAWA

Since Dryden translated Georgics by Vergilius in 1697 and Addison wrote “An
Essay on the Georgics” as a preface to Dryden’s edition, Georgics had been
imitated and developed in a various way. Georgics is a didactic poem that a narrator
gives a practical and minute information on agriculture, livestock, orchard and bees
to a reader. Georgics is a descriptive poem that a narrator depicts a beautiful
scenery or a pleasing episode to enjoy a reader at the same time. And Georgics is a
patriotic poem that a narrator praises Augustus the first Roman emperor and hopes
to regain the Golden Age. Addison insists that Georgic should be “some part of
the Science of Husbandry put into a pleasing Dress, and set off with all the Beauties
and Embellishments of Poetry”, and poets who imitate Georgic should “relieve
the Subjects with a Moral Reflection, or let it rest a while for the sake of a pleasant
and pertinent digression”.

After Dryden and Addison, John Philips wrote the first English Georgic The
Cyder (1708) in blank verse, which established the style, manner and structure of
English Georgic as follows: (a) A narrator teaches readers a practical and minute
information on a certain field, and enjoys them with natural description and a
narrative episode. (b) The narrator praises the local history, products and
inhabitants, and expresses his sympathy with England and monarchy. (c) The style
is often solemn and dignified, but sometimes parodical that the narrator describes a
trivial thing with a lofty manner. (d) On the surface the narrator of wide knowledge
speaks to the ignorant reader, but in reality the reader is implied to be of the
intellectuals that can appreciate the imitation of Classics and myths.

William Somerville's The Chase (1735) is a Georgic on hunting (cynegetic),
whose real purpose is to train the young peers by way of hunting a hare, deer, a fox
and an otter in case that they should fight bravely against invaders. John Dyer
asserts in The Fleece (1757) that England and many countries all over the world
should unite through the trade of fleece peacefully, and James Grainger depicts in
The Sugar Cane (1764) that St.Christopher in the West Indies enjoys paradise-

like nature and “commerce toiling in each crowded street”. Both poets believe that
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the trade is the way to peace and prosperity of England. John Gay instructs the
reader how to walk the streets of London safely in Trivia (1716) along with many
parodical imitations of Classics, but it is an atmosphere of commercial metropolis
that impresses the reader’s mind.

In the late Eighteenth Century, a vogue of Georgic in England had gradually
been declining. William Mason confesses in The English Garden (1771-81) that
it is difficult to write a Georgic because the contemporary readers reject didacticism
and want to read more narratives. A Georgic has a public voice that insists the good
of monarchy and wishes the country’s welfare, but William Cowper whispers in a
private voice the pleasure of growing a cucumber in The Task (1785) that has the
style and manner of the Georgic. Didacticism and a public voice of Georgic might
become out of vogue, but description and narrative in Georgic survived the Age of
Romanticism and after.



