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Health needs and Health-seeking behavior of women who live in rural Bangladesh:
Possibility of reproductive health strategy
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Masako Abe

Abstract

Despite initiatives and interventions undertaken at national and international levels, maternal
health is still neglected in Bangladesh, and the maternal mortality ratio remains one of the highest
in the world. The continuum for maternal, newborn and child health usually refers to continuity of
individual care. Continuity of care is necessary throughout the lifecycle (adolescence, pregnancy,
childbirth, the postnatal period, and childhood) and also between places of caregiving (including
households and communities, outpatient and outreach services, and clinical-care settings). In order
to improve rural women's access to maternity care, the Bangladesh Rural Advancement
Committee (BRAC) instituted services for birthing women in rural area. They promoted
progressive values and that scaled up their interventions for women's empowerment, education,
health and family planning to reach the whole nation. The issue is the role of non-obstetric

interventions, such as education and microcredit, in the reduction of maternal mortality.
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