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Abstract

There are two purposes in this study. The first purpose is to recreate a model of the
listening process when foreign students take a Japanese listening test and to analyze
the actions that arise. The second purpose is to suggest additional ways to reduce the
number of problematic issues that international students experience on the listening
tests.

During the initial stage of the research a foreign student was given a listening
section of the Japanese University Admission for International Students (EJU). The
researcher then observed and recorded the various actions and strategies that the
student enlisted. During this stage of the study the Think-Aloud and Half Structural
Interview Methods were both used. Additionally, the Structure-Construction Qualitative
Research Method, was used to select the same material from the interview texts, which
was then labeled and categorized in order to make a conceptual model of one listening
action.

The researcher found that when the foreign student correctly identified an answer
or understood the meaning of the listening text, it was the result of the student
listening to the information rather selectively. Throughout the test, it was discovered
that the student used a variety of sophisticated strategies to decipher the necessary
details and later select the correct answer from a short list of possible answers.
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