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Psychological support for the parents of children newly diagnosed with cancer
Atsufumi Nishio (Graduate School of Contemporary Psychology, Rikkyo University)

The purpose of this study was to investigate the psychological state of parents whose children are
suffering from cancer with a view to devising suitable support. Questionnaires were conducted on both
parents whose children had cancer and those who had non-life threatening illnesses. It was found that
parents whose children had cancer had psychological distress. Mothers of such children were better at
coping than fathers. Their method of coping was using consultation to better understand the medical

condition of the child.
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