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The Familial Reproduction of Chinese Elites with the Civil
Service Examination

by KURAHASHI Keiko

This study analyzes the particular families that bore a number of
successful candidates for the Civil Service Examination (C.S.E) in the
late Ming and Qing times. Based on their “Zong-pu”, the genealogical
records, it implemented a statistical analysis of the transmission rate of
C.S.E's title. In doing so it concentrates on how the title was succeeded
through the relationship between father and son. Verified by the
statistical analysis, it also shows that father, grandfather, mother, and
sister influenced on a successful outcome of the candidate. Particularly
noted is that the educational influence of mother or sister was much
stronger than we have ever thought. = It leads us to understand the
importance of connection by marriage at the time in China. In this
light, the biographical documents, too, tell us the presence of women
and married women in family in terms of the education of their son. In
this perspective, the paper argues that the statistical analysis crucially
contributes to the field of historical science.
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