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From Severe Punishment to Tolerance: China’s policy for
Japanese War Criminals

by TOYODA Masayuki

The trials for Japanese war criminals that were held by the People’s
Republic of China between June and July in 1956 seem unique in
consideration of the other tribunals. This notion has been prevailed well
around the past historians. We have not known yet, however, why the
Chinese trials so differed, and how the Chinese government understood
the disposal of Japanese war criminals.

To answer these questions, this paper examines the policy of the
Chinese Communist Party for war crimes, and its making process.

As a result, it shows that in the initial stage of the post-war period,
the Communist Party sought a severe and quick punishment for war
criminals, and the government of the People’s Republic took over the
direction, while criticizing American and Nationalist Party’s disposal of
war criminals.

It, however, did not mean that the communist China persist in the
initial policy. Rather it treated the war criminals gently, letting them
confess their sin, change their thought and apologize, not making them
judged so quickly.

This judicial direction was observed specially after 1954, when China
began the questioning of the suspects for war criminals in full-scale,
which was disputed between China and Japan. Both countries expected
a settlement for the war criminals after restoring the official diplomatic
relation. China, however, continued the “tolerant policy”, aiming to urge
Japan to reestablish diplomatic relations. It means that China employed
the issue of war criminals as a practical measure against the stagnated
diplomatic negotiation with Japan. The Chinese policy for Japanese war
criminals was politically constructed.



