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Yasai-cho (Vegetable Record) for Marriage and
Funeral Ceremonies in Southern Aizu

by MASUDA Shoko

In Minami Aizu-gun, Fukushima Prefecture, there is a record
called Yasai-cho, for marriage and funeral ceremonies. This is to
note down the name of donor and the donated items such as
vegetables and seasoning materials, different from the ordinary
note of obituary gifts or congratulatory presents from relatives and
neighbors. In this paper, an analysis is made about the meaning of
donated items, based primarily on the Yasai-cho of the Oya family,
one of the most affluent farm families in Ina Village of Minami
Aizu-gun, recorded for more than one hundred years from 1767
down to 1886.

According to ARUGA Kizaemon who once analyzed donated
gift items of marriage and funeral occasions, it was commonly
practiced that the valuable and practical goods were given in the
former occasion whereas ordinary daily necessities were donated at
the latter, and it is in modern era that monetary gifts become more
common than food items as it was in earlier days. In this Yasai-cho,
however, monetary donation was more dominant until the mid-Edo
period. Non-monetary donation was occasionally observed in the
late Edo period and, thereafter, it gradually became a practice to
keep a record of non-monetary donation in Yasai-cho, apart from
that of monetary gifts. It seems that vegetable donation was not a
gift originated from the tradition of mutual aid among villagers.
For the vegitable donation was also observed in the occasion of
celebrating gifts, though it used to be understood that the donation
of vegetables isbased on the communal norm of mutual assistance.
The anaiysis made it clear that there was a practice in gift-giving
and donation in accordance with the type of occasions.
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