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Japan, World War II, and 
Third World Liberation

Gary Y. Okihiro

ȱ Growingȱupȱ inȱHawaiȽiǰȱmyȱ friendsȱandȱ IȱplayedȱWorldȱWarȱ IIǯȱȱ
Weȇdȱ swoopȱdownȱourȱ streetǰȱPilikoaȱStreetǰȱ overlookingȱPearlȱHarborȱonȱ
ourȱ skateȱ carsǰȱ andȱpretendȱweȱwereȱ Japaneseȱpilotsȱ strafingȱandȱbombingȱ
theȱ shipsȱanchoredȱ inȱ theȱ calmȱwatersȱofȱ theȱbayǯȱ ȱ Iȱdonȇtȱknowȱwhatȱmyȱ
fatherǰȱ aȱWorldȱWarȱ IIȱveteranȱandȱmemberȱofȱ theȱ famedȱUǯSǯȱArmyȱunitǰȱ

theȱŗŖŖthȱBattalionǰŗȱ thoughtȱaboutȱusȱ takingȱ Japanȇsȱ sideǰȱbutȱ Iȱgrewȱupȱ
hearingȱmyȱmotherȇsȱ storiesȱofȱmyȱgrandfatherǰȱperchedȱonȱhisȱhouseȱ roofȱ
cheeringȱtheȱZerosȱthatȱdippedȱsoȱlowȱtheyȱcouldȱseeȱtheȱfacesȱofȱtheȱpilotsǯȱȱ
AsȱtheȱfightingȱgotȱhotȱthatȱSundayȱmorningǰȱtheyȱallȱranȱforȱtheȱhillsǰȱandȱ
uponȱtheirȱreturnȱaȱfewȱhoursȱlaterȱandȱatȱmyȱgrandfatherȇsȱcommandǰȱtheyȱ
destroyedȱandȱburiedȱJapaneseȱflagsǰȱlettersǰȱandȱrecordsȱinȱtheȱbackȱgardenǯȱȱ
ThoseȱwereȱmyȱfamilyȇsȱsecretǰȱhiddenȱpastǯȱȱLikeȱmyȱfatherǰȱmyȱrelationshipȱ

toȱWorldȱWarȱIIǰȱJapanǰȱandȱtheȱUǯSǯȱisȱvexedȱatȱbestǯ

Theȱ“Good”ȱWar

ȱ AmericanȱhistoriesȱofȱWorldȱWarȱ IIȱ routinelyȱdepictȱ itȱ asȱ aȱbreakȱ
andȱnewȱbeginningȱforȱaȱnationȱmiredȱinȱtheȱgripsȱofȱtheȱGreatȱDepressionȱ
andȱ itsȱ subsequentȱ riseȱ toȱ theȱ leadershipȱofȱdemocraciesȱworldwideǯŘȱ ȱAȱ
retiredȱRedȱCrossȱworkerȱ reminiscedȱaboutȱWorldȱWarȱ IIǯȱ ȱ“Theȱwarȱwasȱ
funȱ forȱAmericaǰ”ȱ heȱ rememberedǯȱ ȱ“Iȇmȱnotȱ talkingȱaboutȱ theȱpoorȱ soulsȱ
whoȱ lostȱ sonsȱandȱdaughtersǯȱ ȱButȱ forȱ theȱ restȱofȱusǰȱ theȱwarȱwasȱaȱhellȱofȱ
aȱgoodȱ timeǯ”řȱ ȱThatȱ sentimentȱhasȱ ledȱ toȱ theȱphraseǰȱ“theȱgoodȱwarǰ”ȱ inȱ
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referenceȱtoȱWorldȱWarȱIIǯȱ ȱOneȱhistorianȱevenȱcalledȱitȱ“theȱperfectȱwarǯ”Śȱȱ
“WorldȱWarȱTwoȱwasȱ justȱ anȱ innocentȱ timeȱ inȱAmericaǰ”ȱ recalledȱNancyȱ
ArnotȱHarjanȱwhoȱwasȱthirteenȱyearsȱoldȱatȱtheȱtimeȱofȱPearlȱHarborǯȱȱ“Iȱwasȱ
innocentǯȱȱMyȱparentsȱwereȱinnocentǯȱȱTheȱcountryȱwasȱinnocentǯ”śȱ
ȱ Aȱ reinscriptionȱofȱ thatȱhistoricalȱmemoryȱ isȱunderwayȱamongȱ
Americansǯȱ ȱWithȱtheȱthinningȱofȱtheȱwarȇsȱranksǰȱsomeȱstillȱclingingȱtoȱtheȱ
reignsȱofȱpowerǰȱweȱwitnessȱanȱerasureȱinȱtheȱpublicȱdiscourseȱofȱsomeȱofȱtheȱ
warȇsȱbrutalitiesȱandȱitsȱantiȬdemocraticȱfeaturesȱinȱanȱuncriticalȱcelebrationȱ
ofȱ“theȱgoodȱwarǯ”ȱ ȱ“Atȱaȱ timeȱ inȱ theirȱ livesȱwhenȱ theirȱdaysȱandȱnightsȱ
shouldȱhaveȱbeenȱ filledȱwithȱ innocentȱadventureǰȱ loveǰȱ andȱ theȱ lessonsȱofȱ
theȱworkadayȱworldǰ”ȱwroteȱ theȱ journalistȱTomȱBrokawȱofȱ“theȱgreatestȱ
generationǰ”ȱ“theyȱansweredȱ theȱ callȱ toȱhelpȱ saveȱ theȱworldȱ fromȱ theȱ twoȱ
mostȱpowerfulȱandȱruthlessȱmilitaryȱmachinesȱeverȱassembledǰȱinstrumentsȱ
ofȱconquestȱ inȱtheȱhandsȱofȱ fascistȱmaniacsǯ”ȱ ȱAndȱwhenȱtheȱwarȱwasȱoverȱ
andȱwithȱdemocracyȱ triumphantǰȱ thoseȱmenȱandȱwomenȱ“immediatelyȱ
beganȱtheȱtaskȱofȱrebuildingȱtheirȱlivesȱandȱtheȱworldȱtheyȱwantedǯǯǯǯȱȱTheyȱ
helpedȱconvertȱ aȱwartimeȱeconomyȱ intoȱ theȱmostȱpowerfulȱpeacetimeȱ
economyȱ inȱhistoryǯȱ ȱTheyȱmadeȱbreakthroughsȱ inȱmedicineȱandȱotherȱ
sciencesǯȱȱTheyȱgaveȱtheȱworldȱnewȱartȱandȱliteratureǯǯǯǯȱȱTheyȱhelpedȱrebuildȱ
theȱeconomiesȱandȱpoliticalȱ institutionsȱofȱ theirȱ formerȱenemiesǰȱ andȱ theyȱ
stoodȱfastȱagainstȱtheȱtotalitarianismȱofȱtheirȱformerȱalliesǰȱtheȱRussiansǯ”Ŝȱȱ
ȱ Onȱ theȱMallȱ inȱWashingtonǰȱDǯCǯǰȱ aȱgratefulȱnationȱ erectedȱaȱ
monumentȱ toȱ thoseȱheroesȱofȱ theȱSecondȱWorldȱWarǰȱ andȱHollywoodȱ
cashedȱ inȱonȱ theȱwarȇsȱpopularityȱwithȱawardȬwinningȱhitsǯȱ ȱ Sanitizedȱ
memorializationsǰȱ commentedȱ theȱhistorianȱPaulȱFussellǰȱmissȱ theȱ realǰȱ
visceralȱ insanityȱandȱ terrorȱofȱwarǯȱ ȱ“Theȱ realȱwarȱwasȱ tragicȱandȱ ironicǰ”ȱ
heȱwroteȱofȱWorldȱWarȱIIǰȱ“beyondȱtheȱpowerȱofȱanyȱliteraryȱorȱphilosophicȱ
analysisȱtoȱsuggestǰȱbutȱinȱunbombedȱAmericaȱespeciallyǰȱtheȱmeaningȱofȱtheȱ
warȱseemedȱinaccessibleǯȱȱAsȱexperienceǰȱthusǰȱtheȱsufferingȱwasȱwastedǯ”ŝȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ Inȱ realityǰȱ racismǰȱaccordingȱ toȱhistorianȱ JohnȱWǯȱDowerǰȱwasȱaȱ
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prominentȱaspectȱofȱWorldȱWarȱ IIǰȱ fromȱ theȱblatantȱ racismȱofȱ theȱNazisȱ
andȱ theirȱnotionsȱofȱ aȱ“masterȬraceǰ”ȱwhichȱ isȱ castȱ asȱ aberrantǰȱ toȱ theȱ roleȱ
ofȱ raceȱ inȱ theȱ conductȱofȱ theȱPacificȱwarǰȱwhichȱ isȱpresentedȱasȱ racismsȱ
sharedȱequallyȱbyȱJapaneseȱandȱAmericansǯŞȱȱAtȱhomeǰȱantiȬJapaneseȱracismǰȱ
justifiedȱasȱ“militaryȱnecessityǰ”ȱ ledȱ toȱ theȱmassȱ removalȱ andȱconfinementȱ
ofȱJapaneseȱAmericansǯȱȱAsȱtheȱgeneralȱinȱchargeȱofȱtheȱdefenseȱofȱtheȱWestȱ
CoastȱdeclaredǱȱȱ“AȱJapȇsȱaȱJapǯȱȱYouȱcanȇtȱchangeȱhimȱbyȱgivingȱhimȱaȱpieceȱ
ofȱpaperǰ”ȱ referringȱ toȱ theȱ citizenshipȱofȱ JapaneseȱAmericansǯȱ ȱRaceǰȱ thusǰȱ
matteredǯȱȱ
ȱ OnȱFebruaryȱŗşǰȱ ŗşŚŘǰȱPresidentȱFranklinȱDǯȱRooseveltȱ signedȱ
ExecutiveȱOrderȱşŖŜŜǰȱ enablingȱ theȱ concentrationȱ campsȱ forȱ someȱŗŘŖǰŖŖŖȱ
JapaneseȱAmericansȱ inȱHawaiȽiȱ andȱ theȱUǯSǯȱWestǯşȱ ȱAndȱoverȱaȱyearȱ laterȱ
inȱ theȱmidstȱofȱ theȱwarǰȱ aȱweekȬlongȱ“zootȬsuit”ȱ raceȱ riotǰȱwhichȱ targetedȱ
MexicanǰȱFilipinoǰȱandȱAfricanȱAmericansȱinȱLosȱAngelesǰȱflaredȱupȱonȱJuneȱ
řǰȱ ŗşŚřǯȱ ȱ Similarȱdisturbancesȱwereȱ reportedȱ thatȱ summerȱ inȱSanȱDiegoȱonȱ
JuneȱşǲȱinȱPhiladelphiaȱonȱJuneȱŗŖǲȱinȱChicagoȱonȱJuneȱŗśǲȱandȱinȱEvansvilleȱ
onȱ JuneȱŘŝǯȱ ȱBetweenȱ JuneȱŗŜȱandȱAugustȱŗǰȱ largeȬscaleȱ raceȱriotsȱoccurredȱ
inȱBeaumontǰȱTexasǰȱDetroitǰȱ andȱHarlemǯȱ ȱTheȱDetroitȱ raceȱ riotȱofȱ Juneȱ
ŘŖȬŘŗȱwasȱoneȱofȱ theȱmostȱdevastatingȱofȱ theȱ centuryǱȱ ȱ thirtyȬfourȱpersonsȱ
wereȱkilledȱandȱpropertyȱworthȱhundredsȱofȱ thousandsȱofȱdollarsȱwasȱ
destroyedǯȱȱTheȱHarlemȱriotȱofȱAugustȱŗȬŘȱwasȱtheȱmostȱsevereȱinȱtheȱhistoryȱ
ofȱNewȱYorkȇsȱAfricanȱAmericanȱcommunityǱȱȱfiveȱdiedȱandȱapproximatelyȱ
śŜśȱ receivedȱhospitalȱ treatmentǰȱoverȱśŖŖȱarrestsȱwereȱmadeǰȱandȱpropertyȱ
damageȱreachedȱanȱestimatedȱǞśȱmillionǯŗŖ

ȱ Whileȱ servingȱwithȱ valorȱ inȱ theȱwarǰȱ accordinglyǰȱMexicanȱ
Americansȱwereȱattackedȱbyȱ sailorsȱandȱ soldiersȱ inȱ theirȱnationȇsȱuniformǰȱ
JapaneseȱAmericansȱwereȱheldȱ inȱ concentrationȱcampsȱsecuredȱbyȱmilitaryȱ
policeǰȱAfricanȱAmericansȱwereȱvictimizedȱbyȱmobȱviolenceȱ inȱUǯSǯȱ citiesǰȱ
andȱAmericanȱIndiansȱwereȱrelegatedȱtoȱimpoverishedȱreservationsǯȱȱAfricanȱ
andȱ JapaneseȱAmericansȱ servedȱ inȱ raciallyȱ segregatedȱunitsǰȱ andȱ racialȱ
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discriminationȱwasȱaȱcommonȱfeatureȱofȱmilitaryȱlifeǯȱȱAndȱyetǰȱthatȱserviceȱ
providedȱaȱpowerfulȱargumentȱforȱclaimsȱonȱdemocracyȱbyȱpeopleȱofȱcolorǰȱ
andȱ thoseȱdemandsȱwouldȱbecomeȱparticularlyȱ compellingȱafterȱ theȱwarȱ
inȱ theȱ struggleȱ forȱ civilȱ rightsȱduringȱ theȱŗşśŖsȱandȱŗşŜŖsȱ inȱwhichȱwarȱ
veteransȱwouldȱplayȱkeyȱrolesȱinȱthatȱmovementȱforȱsocialȱequalityǯ

TheȱColorȱLine

ȱ Itȱ seemsȱ toȱmeȱ thatȱ theȱ remembranceȱofȱ“theȱgoodȱwar”ȱ andȱ
theȱ forgettingȱofȱunsavoryȱaspectsȱofȱ thatȱwarȱ serveȱ theȱ interestsȱofȱ thoseȱ
whoȱholdȱandȱwieldȱpowerǯȱ ȱAsȱ theȱeditorsȱofȱ aȱbookȱonȱ theȱAsiaȬPacificȱ
warsȱwroteǱȱ ȱ“memoryȱproductionǯǯǯisȱneverȱ simplyȱaboutȱ theȱpoliticallyȱ
disinterestedȱ recoveryȱofȱ aȱpureȱandȱundilutedȱpastǯǯǯǯȱ ȱExperienceȱandȱ
memoryǯǯǯareȱ alwaysȱalreadyȱmediatedȱandȱ theirȱmediationȱ inȱ turnȱ isȱ
alwaysȱ shapedȱbyȱ relationsȱofȱpowerǯ”ŗŗȱ ȱMyȱnarrationǰȱ tooǰȱ isȱ implicatedȱ
inȱ thatȱdialecticǰȱ andȱ itȱ aspiresȱ toȱworkȱagainstȱ aȱgivenȱconditionȱandȱ thusȱ
itȱ isȱ limitedȱasȱaȱ responseȱ toȱaȱpreviouslyȱdeterminedȱ fieldȱofȱ contestǯȱȱ
Furtherǰȱ becauseȱ ofȱmyȱ“race”ȱ asȱdeterminedȱbyȱ thoseȱwhoȱhaveȱ theȱ
powerȱtoȱclassifyǰȱmyȱsubjectȱmatterǰȱWorldȱWarȱIIǰȱ isȱ inȱdialogueȱwithȱmyȱ
subjectivityǯȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ Ifȱtheȱoverridingȱproblemȱofȱtheȱtwentiethȱcenturyȱwasȱtheȱproblemȱ
ofȱ theȱ colorȱ lineǰȱ thenȱWorldȱWarȱ IIȱmustȱbeȱ seenȱwithinȱ thatȱ lightǯȱ ȱ Forȱ
racistsȱ andȱantiȬracistsȱ alikeǰȱ theȱ twentiethȱ centuryȱmovedȱalongȱ theȱ colorȱ
lineǰȱwhichȱ sustainedȱ inȱ theȱAfricanȱAmericanȱ scholarȱWǯȱEǯȱBǯȱDuȱBoisȇsȱ
wordsǰȱ theȱ“greedȱ forȱwealthȱandȱpowerǯ”ȱ ȱOnceȱ theȱ cradlesȱofȱworldȱ
civilizationǰȱ recalledȱDuȱBoisǰȱAfricaȱandȱAsiaȱwereȱ conqueredǰȱ enslavedǰȱ
exploitedǰȱ andȱ reducedȱ toȱEuropeanȱcoloniesǰȱ“slumsȱofȱ theȱworld”ȱ andȱ
“placesȱofȱgreatestȱ concentrationȱofȱpovertyǰȱdiseaseǰȱ andȱ ignoranceǯ”ȱ ȱTheȱ
fallȱofȱ theȱRomanȱEmpireȱ ledȱtoȱtheȱriseȱofȱacquisitiveȱEuropeanȱstatesȱandȱ
companiesȱ thatȱ competedȱ forȱ territoryǰȱ laborǰȱ andȱ resourcesȬpossessionsǯȱȱ
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Modernȱ coloniesȱwereȱ builtȱ uponȱ“Negroȱ slaveryǰȱChineseȱ cooliesǰȱ
andȱdoctrinesȱofȱ raceȱ inferiorityǰ”ȱ andȱasȱaȱ resultȱ“thereȱwillȱbeȱatȱ leastȱ
ŝśŖǰŖŖŖǰŖŖŖȱ coloredȱandȱblackȱ folkȱ inhabitingȱ coloniesȱownedȱbyȱwhiteȱ
nationsǰ”ȱDuȱBoisȱ estimatedȱnearȱ theȱ endȱofȱWorldȱWarȱ IIǰȱ“whoȱwillȱ
haveȱnoȱ rightsȱ thatȱ theȱwhiteȱpeopleȱofȱ theȱworldȱareȱboundȱ toȱ respectǯ”ȱȱ
Insteadǰȱheȱ insistedǰȱ“theȱmajorityȱofȱ theȱ inhabitantsȱofȱ earthǰȱwhoȱhappenȱ
forȱ theȱmostȱpartȱ toȱbeȱ coloredǰȱmustȱbeȱ regardedȱasȱhavingȱ theȱ rightȱandȱ
theȱ capacityȱ toȱ shareȱ inȱhumanȱprogressȱandȱ toȱbecomeȱcopartnersȱ inȱ thatȱ
democracyȱwhichȱaloneȱcanȱensureȱpeaceȱamongȱmenǯǯǯǯ”ŗŘ

ȱ Onȱ theȱotherȱ sideȱofȱ theȱ colorȱ lineǰȱ theȱwhiteȱ supremacistȱ andȱ
journalistȱLothropȱStoddardȱlamentedȱtheȱ“ loss”ȱofȱHaitiȱinȱ“theȱworldȬwideȱ
struggleȱbetweenȱtheȱprimaryȱracesȱofȱmankind”ȱorȱ“theȱ‘conflictȱofȱcolorȇǰ”ȱ
whichȱisǰȱheȱwroteȱshortlyȱbeforeȱtheȱonsetȱofȱWorldȱWarȱIǰȱ“theȱfundamentalȱ
problemȱofȱ theȱ twentiethȱ centuryǯǯǯǯ”ŗřȱ ȱAndȱwritingȱafterȱ theȱGreatȱWarȱ
orȱ theȱ“WhiteȱCivilȱWarǰ”ȱ Stoddardȱ regrettedȱ thatȱheȱwasnȇtȱ strongerȱ inȱ
hisȱwarningȱ toȱ theȱwhiteȱ raceȱoverȱ theȱ“perils”ȱ itȱ facedǯȱ ȱTheȱ internecineȱ
conflictǰȱheȱcontendedǰȱweakenedȱtheȱwhiteȱworldȱandȱmadeȱitȱsusceptibleȱtoȱ
subjugationȱbyȱcoloredȱarmiesǯȱ ȱ“Howeverǰȱ suchȱcoloredȱ triumphsȱofȱarmsȱ
areȱlessȱtoȱbeȱdreadedȱthanȱmoreȱenduringȱconquestsȱlikeȱmigrationsȱwhichȱ
wouldȱswampȱwholeȱpopulationsȱandȱturnȱcountriesȱnowȱwhiteȱintoȱcoloredȱ
manȇsȱlandsȱirretrievablyȱlostȱtoȱtheȱwhiteȱworldǯ”ŗŚȱ ȱWhiteȱsolidarityǰȱthenǰȱ
wasȱessentialȱforȱsurvivalȱagainstȱthisȱ“risingȱtideȱofȱcolorǯ”
ȱ Theȱproblemȱofȱ theȱ twentiethȱ centuryȱwasǰȱ inȱ factǰȱ aȱburdenȱ forȱ
peoplesȱofȱcolorȱwithȱtheȱtransgressionȱofȱEuropeansȱintoȱtheȱtropicalȱbandȱ
centuriesȱbeforeȱ theȱmodernȱperiodǯȱ ȱAppetitesȱwhettedȱbyȱ theȱprospectȱofȱ
AsiaȇsȱwealthǰȱthoseȱexpeditionsǰȱledȱbyȱAlexanderȱtheȱGreatȇsȱthrustȱtoȱ“theȱ
endsȱofȱtheȱworldǰ”ȱtraversedȱlandsȱandȱseasȱinȱsearchȱofȱaȱpassageȱtoȱIndiaǯȱȱ
AndȱlikeȱAlexanderȇsȱcompanyǰȱtheȱexpansionȱinvolvedȱarmedȱmenȱbutȱalsoȱ
chroniclersȱ andȱ scientistsȱ toȱ locateǰȱnameǰȱ andȱclassifyȱ landsȱandȱ resourcesȱ
andȱ theirȱplantsȱandȱanimalsǰȱ includingȱpeoplesǯȱ ȱTheȱknowledgeȱgainedȱ
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wasȱasȱimportantȱasȱtheȱlootȱofȱAmericanǰȱAfricanǰȱandȱAsianȱabundanceȱasȱ
sourcesȱ forȱEuropeȇsȱ identityǰȱpowerǰȱ andȱglobalȱ empiresǯȱ ȱPortȱ citiesȱwereȱ
theȱconduitsȱforȱexchangesȱandȱextractionsȱbyȱwhichȱminesȱfollowedȱarteriesȱ
ofȱgoldȱandȱ silverǰȱ theȱenslavedȱandȱ indenturedȱwereȱgatheredǰȱboardedǰȱ
andȱ transportedǰȱ andȱplantationsȱwithȱ theirȱ laborȱproducedȱexportȱ cropsȱ
forȱ externalȱmanufactureȱandȱconsumptionǯȱ ȱParticipantsȱ inȱ thatȱ emergentȱ
worldȬsystemȱincludedǰȱatȱtheȱperipheriesǰȱEuropeanȱcolonialȱadministratorsȱ
andȱsettlersȱbutȱalsoȱ theȱ indigenousȱeliteȱandȱmassesȱofȱcoloredȱ laborersȱ toȱ
cultivateȱandȱtendȱtheȱvastȱempireȱofȱmineralsȱandȱplantsǯ
ȱ Anȱimperialȱobjectȱwasȱtheȱcreationȱofȱthatȱdiscursiveȱandȱmaterialȱ
worldȱorderȱ inȱ theȱ faceȱofȱ anȱapparentǰȱ atȱ leastȱ toȱ someȱEuropeanȱmindsǰȱ
chaosȱandȱhenceǰȱ conflictǯȱ ȱTheȱancientȱGreeksȱassumedȱ thatȱ“kosmos”ȱ
orȱorderȱprevailedȱ inȱ theȱuniverseǰȱ includingȱ theȱ capacityȱofȱ climateȱ toȱ
determineȱ theȱnaturesȱofȱ landsȱandȱ theirȱbioticȱ communitiesǯȱ ȱThusǰȱ forȱ
instanceǰȱHippocratesȱ theorizedȱ thatȱ theȱmildǰȱuniformǰȱandȱwetȱ climateȱ
ofȱAsiaȱ yieldedȱ softǰȱ inertǰȱwomanlyȱpeoplesȱwhileȱ Europeȇsȱ roughǰȱ
variableǰȱ andȱwaterlessȱ stretchesȱbredȱhardǰȱ energeticǰȱmanlyȱ racesǯŗśȱȱ
SixteenthȬcenturyȱscholarȱJeanȱBodinȱdescribedȱhowȱmenȱinȱcoolerȱclimatesȱ
possessedȱ“innerȱwarmthǰ”ȱwhichȱ ignitedȱ energyȱandȱ enabledȱ robustȱ
activityǰȱwhileȱmenȱ inȱ theȱhotȱ tropicsȱ lackedȱ thatȱ“internalȱheat”ȱ andȱ
wereǰȱ asȱ aȱ consequenceǰȱ lazyȱandȱunproductiveǯŗŜȱ ȱAndȱ inȱŗŝŝśǰȱ Johannȱ
FriedrichȱBlumenbachȱpublishedȱhisȱdoctoralȱdissertationǰȱOnȱ theȱNaturalȱ
Varietyȱ ofȱMankindǰȱ forȱwhichȱheȱ isȱ consideredȱ toȱbeȱ theȱ fatherȱofȱphysicalȱ
anthropologyǯȱ ȱ Inȱ thatȱ firstȱeditionǰȱBlumenbachȱdescribedȱ fourȱ“varietiesǰ”ȱ
laterȱcalledȱ“races”ȱarrangedȱinȱaȱhierarchyȱofȱbeautyȱandȱmeritǰȱEuropeanǰȱ
AsianǰȱAfricanǰȱandȱAmericanǰȱandȱascribedȱtoȱclimateȱtheȱprincipalȱroleȱofȱ
shapingȱ theirȱ“bodilyȱ constitutionǰȱ statureǰȱ andȱcolourǯ”ŗŝȱ ȱAndȱ theȱAsianǰȱ
Africanǰȱ andȱAmericanȱwereȱ“degenerationsǰ”ȱ inȱBlumenbachȇsȱ schemaǰȱ
fromȱtheȱidealǰȱtheȱEuropeanǯȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ Thoseȱdiscoursesǰȱ thenǰȱ justifiedȱandȱ indeedȱdecreedȱ theȱ“whiteȱ
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manȇsȱ ǻandȱwomanȇsǼȱburden”ȱ ofȱ empireȱandȱ itsȱostensibleȱupliftȱofȱ theȱ
abjectǰȱ“ flutteredȱ folkȱandȱwild”ȱ asȱ“aȱmotherȱ leadsȱherȱ childǰ”ȱ inȱ theȱ
wordsȱofȱUǯSǯȱ suffragistȱAnnaȱGarlinȱSpencerȱ inȱŗŞşşǰȱparaphrasingȱ theȱ
moreȱ famousȱ linesȱofȱBritishȱauthorȱRudyardȱKiplingȱpennedȱ theȱyearȱ
beforeǯŗŞȱ ȱAndȱwhileȱ someȱwhiteȱ supremacistsȱ likeȱLothropȱStoddardȱ
worriedȱoverȱ theȱbreakingȱofȱ theȱempireȱuponȱwhiteȱ shoresȱ inȱaȱ foamȱofȱ
coloredȱ immigrantsǰȱothersȱ likeȱ theȱBritishȱhistorianȱCharlesȱHǯȱPearsonȱ
predictedȱ theȱawakeningȱofȱ slumberingȱ racesȱ inȱ theȱ tropicalȱbandȱ throughȱ
theȱgeniusȱandȱgoodwillȱofȱ colonialismȱ inȱprolongingȱ lifeȱ andȱ introducingȱ
technologyȱandȱ scienceǯȱ ȱ“Theȱdayȱwillȱ comeǰȱ andȱperhapsȱ isȱnotȱ farȱ
distantǰ”ȱ heȱwroteǰȱ“whenȱ theȱEuropeanȱobserverȱwillȱ lookȱ roundȱ toȱ seeȱ
theȱglobeȱgirdledȱwithȱaȱ continuousȱzoneȱofȱ theȱblackȱandȱyellowȱracesǰȱ
noȱ longerȱ tooȱweakȱ forȱaggressionȱorȱunderȱ tutelageǰȱbutȱ independentǰȱ
orȱpracticallyȱ soǰȱ inȱgovernmentǰȱmonopolisingȱ theȱ tradeȱofȱ theirȱownȱ
regionsǰȱ andȱ circumscribingȱ theȱ industryȱ ofȱ theȱEuropeanǯǯǯǯ”ŗşȱ ȱ Twoȱ
yearsȱafterȱ thatȱwarningȱofȱ racializedȱaggressionȱ inȱ theȱabstractǰȱKaiserȱ
Wilhelmȱ IIȱ ofȱGermanyȱ exhortedȱEuropeȱ toȱ riseȱ aboveȱ itsȱ parochialȱ
disputesȱtoȱdefendȱ“yourȱholiestȱpossession”ȬChristianityȱandȱEuropeanȱ
civilizationȬagainstȱtheȱimpendingȱthreatȱofȱtheȱ“YellowȱPerilǯ”ŘŖ

ȱ Aȱmereȱdecadeȱafterȱ theȱGermanȱKaiserȇsȱnamingȱofȱ theȱ“yellowȱ
perilǰ”ȱ JapanȇsȱdefeatȱofȱRussiaȱ inȱŗşŖśȱpromptedȱaȱyoungȱOxfordȱ lecturerǰȱ
AlfredȱZimmernǰȱ toȱputȱasideȱhisȱ lessonȱonȱGreekȱhistoryȱ toȱannounceȱ
toȱhisȱ classȱ“theȱmostȱhistoricalȱ eventȱwhichȱhasȱhappenedǰȱorȱ isȱ likelyȱ toȱ
happenǰȱ inȱourȱ lifetimeǲȱ theȱvictoryȱofȱ aȱnonȬwhiteȱpeopleȱoverȱaȱwhiteȱ
peopleǯ”Řŗȱ ȱ Insularȱ Japanǰȱ inȱ itsȱ inabilityȱ toȱ repulseȱUǯSǯȱCommodoreȱ
MatthewȱPerryȇsȱ ironȱshipsǰȱhadȱlearnedȱitsȱ lessonȱwellǰȱasȱwasȱforeseenȱbyȱ
Pearsonǰȱandȱ itsȱmodernȱarmyȱandȱnavyȱandȱeconomyȱwereȱengineeredȱ inȱ
theȱWestǯȱ ȱWǯȱEǯȱBǯȱDuȱBoisȱagreedȱwithȱZimmernȇsȱpronouncementǱȱ ȱ“theȱ
RussoȬJapaneseȱwarȱhasȱmarkedȱanȱepochǰ”ȱ heȱ exultedǯȱ ȱ“Theȱmagicȱofȱ
theȱwordȱ‘whiteȇȱ isȱ alreadyȱbrokenǯǯǯǯȱ ȱTheȱawakeningȱofȱ theȱyellowȱracesȱ
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isȱcertainǯȱ ȱThatȱtheȱawakeningȱofȱ theȱbrownȱandȱblackȱracesȱwillȱ followȱinȱ
timeǰȱnoȱunprejudicedȱstudentȱofȱhistoryȱcanȱdoubtǯ”ŘŘȱȱJapanȇsȱŗşŖśȱvictoryǰȱ
aȱhistorianȱ concursǰȱbrokeȱ theȱmythȱofȱwhiteȱ invincibilityȱandȱ influencedȱ
aȱ regenerationȱofȱAsiaȱgenerallyǯŘřȱ ȱAndȱ theȱprospectȱofȱ coloredȱ resistanceȱ
toȱwhiteȱsupremacyȱbroadlyǰȱasȱhopedȱforȱbyȱDuȱBoisȱandȱothersǰȱ inspiredȱ
anxietiesȱandȱfearsȱofȱtheȱWestȇsȱdeclineȱamongȱthoseȱinvestedȱinȱthatȱglobalȱ
orderǯȱ
ȱ Theȱ impendingȱ conflictȱ ofȱ colorǰȱ asȱ conjuredȱ byȱ Europeanȱ
imperialȱ discourseȱ andȱ asȱ provokedȱ byȱEuropeanȱ imperialȱ politicalȱ
economyȱproducedȱaȱ fieldȱofȱ studyǰȱ raceȱ relationsǰȱ toȱmanageȱ theȱproblemȱ
ofȱ theȱ twentiethȱ centuryȱandȱ forestallȱ theȱprospectȱofȱ aȱ“raceȱwarǯ”ŘŚȱ ȱ Inȱ
theȱUǯSǯǰȱ thusǰȱ theȱ InstituteȱofȱRaceȱRelationsȱwasȱ chargedȱwithȱ studyingȱ
“nativeȱpeoples”ȱ toȱ installȱ“effectiveȱgovernment”ȱ andȱcontinueȱeconomicȱ
subjugationǰȱ andȱ theȱ InstituteȱofȱPacificȱRelationsǰȱ establishedȱ inȱ ŗşŘśǰȱ
hadȱasȱ itsȱprimeȱobjectiveǰȱ“toȱpreventȱaȱpossibleȱOrientalȬOccidentalȱwarȱ
arisingǯǯǯoutȱofȱanȱ increasingȱbitternessȱoverȱ racialǰȱ religiousǰȱeconomicȱandȱ
politicalȱdifferencesǯ”Řśȱ ȱThatȱ“bitterness”ȱwasȱnotǰȱ inȱ truthǰȱgeneratedȱbyȱ
“differencesǰ”ȱ butȱbyȱ theȱpowerȱpoliticsȱofȱhegemonyǰȱdependenceǰȱ andȱ
exploitationǯȱȱȱȱ
ȱ Insteadǰȱ framedȱasȱaȱ“problemǰ”ȱ coloredȱ subjectsȱ andȱ theirȱdeedsȱ
wereȱ solutionsȱ toȱwhiteȱmastersȱwhenȱusefulȱ toȱ themǰȱasȱ inȱ supplyingȱ
efficientǰȱpliantȱ laborǰȱbutȱ theyȱalsoȱ causedȱapprehensionǰȱ evenȱdreadȱ
whenȱ theyȱaspiredȱ toȱ fullȱ equalityȱandȱaȱmeasureȱofȱ selfȱdeterminationǯȱȱ
“Oneȱspeaksȱofȱ raceȱ relationsȱwhenȱ thereȱ isȱ aȱ raceȱproblemǰ”ȱdeclaredȱ
theȱUǯSǯȱ sociologistȱRobertȱParkǰȱoneȱofȱ theȱ foundingȱ figuresȱofȱ theȱ fieldǯȱȱ
Toȱ illustrateǰȱheȱwroteȱofȱ theȱ“raceȱproblem”ȱ inȱSouthȱAfricaȱwhereȱ“theȱ
Africanȱdoesǰȱ toȱbeȱ sureǰȱ constituteȱaȱproblemǯǯǯǯ”ŘŜȱ ȱOfȱ courseǰȱ fromȱ theȱ
“African”ȱperspectiveǰȱthatȱisǰȱfromȱtheȱSanǰȱKhoikhoiǰȱNguniǰȱorȱSothoȱpointȱ
ofȱviewǰȱ theȱ invadingȱEuropeanȱmightȱhaveȱbeenȱ seenȱasȱ theȱproblemǯŘŝȱȱ
Raceȱ relationsȱasȱaȱ fieldȱ thrivedȱ inȱ theȱUǯSǯȱ especiallyȱduringȱ theȱ interwarȱ
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periodȱofȱtheȱtwentiethȱcenturyǰȱandȱitȱtookȱturnsȱparticularȱtoȱtheȱUǯSǯȱandȱ
BritainǯŘŞȱȱOnȱtheȱeveȱofȱWorldȱWarȱIIȱaȱ“stateȱofȱtheȱfield”ȱUǯSǯȱraceȱrelationsȱ
conferenceȱcautiouslyȱdiagnosedȱanȱobviousȱconditionǰȱ“theȱworldȱseemsȱtoȱ
beȱreorganizingȱtoȱsomeȱextentȱalongȱracialȱlinesǯ”Řşȱȱ

DecolonizationȱandȱAntiȬRacism

ȱ Raceǰȱ aȱ historyȱ ofȱ theȱWorldȱWarȱ IIȱ Pacificȱ theatreȱ notesǰȱ
figuredȱprominentlyȱ inȱ theȱ conflictǰȱ andȱgreaterȱ thanȱ itsȱ victoryȱoverȱ
theȱRussiansǰȱ Japanȇsȱ earlyȱadvancesȱagainstȱEuropeanȱcoloniesȱ inȱAsiaȱ
representedȱ“aȱblowȱ toȱwhiteȱprestige”ȱ andȱ“heightenedȱ theȱdegreeȱofȱ
racialȱselfȬconsciousness”ȱofȱaȱworldȱdividedȱbetweenȱWestȱandȱEastǰȱwhiteȱ
andȱnonwhiteǯřŖȱ ȱMoreoverǰȱ asȱwasȱpointedȱoutȱbyȱUǯSǯȱhistorianȱGeraldȱ
HorneǰȱNaziȱGermanyȱsustainedȱ theȱ ideaȱofȱwhiteȱsupremacyǰȱwhileȱ Japanȱ
threatenedȱitǯřŗȱ ȱAndȱaȱMarchȱŗşŚŘȱcommentaryȱinȱtheȱTimesȱǻLondonǼȱtookȱ
theȱ“problems”ȱapproachȱtoȱJapanȇsȱoppositionȱtoȱwhiteȱdominanceȱwhenȱitȱ
declaredǱȱ ȱ“ Japanȇsȱ attackȱhasȱproducedȱaȱveryȱpracticalȱ revolutionȱ inȱ raceȱ
relationsǯ”řŘȱȱȱ
ȱ Evenȱbeforeȱ theȱwarǰȱ Japanȱhadȱchampionedȱ theȱ causeȱofȱpeoplesȱ
underȱEuropeanȱcolonialȱ ruleǰȱdespiteȱ itsȱownȱexpansionsȱ intoȱManchuriaȱ
andȱnorthȱChinaȱ inȱ theȱŗşřŖsǰȱwhichȱmimickedȱ theȱEuropeanȱ formulaȱ forȱ
nationalȱgreatnessǯȱȱAtȱtheȱTreatyȱofȱParisȱǻŗşŗŞȬŗşǼȱandȱtheȱformationȱofȱtheȱ
LeagueȱofȱNationsǰȱJapanȱproposedȱanȱamendmentȱtoȱtheȱLeagueȇsȱcovenantȱ
thatȱwouldȱensureȱ“equalȱ andȱ justȱ treatmentȱ inȱ everyȱ respectǰȱmakingȱnoȱ
distinctionǰȱeitherȱ inȱ lawȱorȱ inȱfactǰȱonȱaccountȱofȱ theirȱraceȱorȱnationalityǯ”ȱȱ
Theȱcolonialȱpowersȱ rejectedȱ thatȱ challengeȱ toȱwhiteȱ supremacyǰȱbutȱ Japanȱ
gainedȱ theȱesteemȱofȱAsianȱandȱAfricanȱantiȬcolonialistsȱ asȱ theȱ“logicalȱ
leaderǰ”ȱinȱtheȱwordsȱofȱDuȱBoisǰȱofȱ“allȱcolouredȱpeoplesǯ”řř

ȱ Theȱ spreadȱofȱ zealȱ forȱnationalȱ selfȬdeterminationȱ acrossȱ theȱ
colonizedȱworldȱwasȱhastenedȱbyȱ theȱwartimeȱ relianceȱofȱ theȱ colonialȱ
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powersȱuponȱ theȱ reinforcementsȱ suppliedȱbyȱ theirȱ colonialȱ subjectsǯȱ ȱAsȱ
BritishȱPrimeȱMinisterȱHaroldȱMacmillanȱ recalledǰȱ“whatȱ theȱ twoȱ ǽworldǾȱ
warsȱdidȱwasȱtoȱdestroyȱtheȱprestigeȱofȱtheȱwhiteȱpeopleǯȱȱForȱnotȱonlyȱdidȱ
theȱyellowsȱandȱblacksȱwatchȱ themȱ tearȱ eachȱotherȱapartǰȱ committingȱ theȱ
mostȱ frightfulȱ crimesȱandȱactsȱofȱbarbarismȱagainstȱ eachȱotherǰȱbutȱ theyȱ
actuallyȱ sawȱ themȱenlistingȱeachȱofȱ theirȱownȱyellowsȱandȱblacksȱ toȱ fightȱ
otherȱEuropeansǰȱotherȱwhitesǯȱȱItȱwasȱbadȱenoughȱforȱtheȱwhiteȱmenȱtoȱfightȱ
eachȱotherǰȱbutȱitȱwasȱworseȱwhenȱtheyȱbroughtȱinȱtheirȱdependentsǯ”řŚ

ȱ Duringȱ theȱSecondȱWorldȱWarǰȱBritainǰȱ accordinglyǰȱworriedȱoverȱ
sendingȱblackȱtroopsȱfromȱitsȱCaribbeanȱcoloniesȱtoȱhelpȱdefendȱIndiaǰȱandȱ
Indianȱnationalistsȱwereȱdividedȱ inȱ theirȱdefenseȱofȱBritishȱ colonialȱ Indiaȱ
againstȱ aȱ Japaneseȱarmyȱallegedlyȱ fightingȱ toȱ liberateȱ colonizedȱAsiaǯȱ ȱTheȱ
contradictionȱ forȱ Indianȱnationalistsȱwasȱheightenedǰȱ reportedȱ Jawaharlalȱ
Nehruǰȱwhenȱ theȱDefenceȱ ofȱ IndiaȱActȱwasȱusedȱwidelyȱ toȱ suppressȱ
everydayȱactivitiesȱ andȱarrestȱ andȱ imprisonȱ Indiansȱwithoutȱ trialǯȱ ȱ“Soȱ
insteadȱofȱ theȱ intoxicationȱofȱ theȱthoughtȱofȱ freedomȱwhichȱwouldȱunleashȱ
ourȱ energiesȱ andȱ throwȱusȱwithȱaȱnationȇsȱ enthusiasmȱ intoȱ theȱworldȱ
struggleǰ”ȱrememberedȱNehruǰȱ“weȱexperiencedȱtheȱachingȱfrustrationȱofȱitsȱ
denialǯȱ ȱAndȱ thisȱdenialȱwasȱaccompaniedȱbyȱanȱarroganceȱofȱ languageǰȱ aȱ
selfȬglorificationȱofȱBritishȱruleȱandȱpolicyǯǯǯǯ”řśȱȱ
ȱ Althoughȱsharplyȱdividedȱonȱ theȱwarǰȱ theȱantiȬcolonialȱ Indianȱ
NationalȱCongressȱpassedȱonȱAugustȱ Şǰȱ ŗşŚŘȱ theȱQuitȱ IndiaȱResolutionǰȱ
whichȱcalledȱcolonialismȱdegradingȱandȱenfeeblingȱofȱ Indiaȱandȱanȱoffenseȱ
toȱworldȱ freedomǯȱ ȱTheȱnextȱdayȱ theȱBritishȱmadeȱnumerousȱarrestsȱ andǰȱ
inȱ responseǰȱ actsȱofȱmassȱ resistanceȱ increasedȱ throughoutȱ Indiaǯȱ ȱ“Asȱ theȱ
warȱdevelopedǰ”ȱNehruȱobservedǰȱ“itȱbecameȱeverȱ clearerȱ thatȱ theȱwesternȱ
democraciesȱwereȱ fightingȱnotȱ forȱaȱ changeȱbutȱ forȱaȱperpetuationȱofȱ theȱ
oldȱorderǰ”ȱ andȱbothȱ theȱAlliedȱandȱAxisȱpowersȱ sharedȱaȱ commonȱwarȱ
interestȬtheȱpreservationȱofȱwhiteȱ supremacyȱandȱ theȱ colonialȱ statusȱ
quoǯȱ ȱ Bothȱ sidesǰȱ heȱ notedǰȱ embracedȱ legaciesȱ ofȱ“empireȱ andȱ racialȱ
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discriminationǰ”ȱandȱinȱaffirmationȱafterȱtheȱwarǰȱ“theȱoldȱimperialismsȱstillȱ
functionedǯǯǯǯ”řŜ

ȱ BeyondȱIndiaȇsȱbordersǰȱ theȱ Japaneseȱadvanceȱwasȱsimultaneouslyȱ
condemnedȱandȱcheeredȱbyȱantiȬcolonialȱ leadersǯȱ ȱ InȱBritishǰȱFrenchǰȱ andȱ
Dutchȱ coloniesȱ inȱAsiaǰȱ recalledȱMahatirȱMohamadǰȱMalaysiaȇsȱprimeȱ
ministerǰȱ“mostȱAsiansȱ feltȱ inferiorȱ toȱ theȱEuropeanȱcolonisersȱandȱ rarelyȱ
didȱweȱ evenȱ considerȱ independenceȱ aȱ viableȱ optionǯ”ȱ ȱ Theȱ coloniesǰȱ
heȱexplainedǰȱwereȱ structuredȱ“toȱ serveȱ theȱEuropeanȱdemandȱ forȱ rawȱ
materialsȱandȱnaturalȱresourcesǰ”ȱandȱwereȱthusȱdependenciesǯȱȱButȱJapanȇsȱ
expulsionȱofȱtheȱBritishȱ“changedȱourȱviewȱofȱtheȱworldǰ”ȱshowingȱthatȱ“anȱ
AsianȱraceǰȱtheȱJapanese”ȱcouldȱdefeatȱwhitesȱandȱwithȱthatȱrealityȱdawnedȱ
“aȱnewȱawakeningȱamongstȱusȱ thatȱ ifȱweȱwantedȱ toǰȱweȱ couldȱbeȱ likeȱ theȱ
JapaneseǯȱȱWeȱdidȱhaveȱtheȱabilityȱtoȱgovernȱourȱownȱcountryȱandȱcompeteȱ
withȱ theȱEuropeansȱonȱanȱequalȱ footingǯ”ȱ ȱ Soȱdespiteȱ theȱ sufferingȱunderȱ
Japaneseȱwartimeȱoccupationȱandȱ theȱ“tremendousȱdisappointment”ȱ overȱ
theȱ returnȱofȱ theȱBritishȱafterȱ theȱwarǰȱMohamadȱwroteǰȱ theȱ shacklesȱofȱ
“mentalȱservitude”ȱhadȱbeenȱbrokenǯřŝȱȱSimilarlyǰȱSingaporeȇsȱLeeȱKuanȱYewȱ
testifiedȱthatȱ Japanȇsȱdefeatȱofȱ theȱBritishȱ“completelyȱchangedȱourȱworldǰ”ȱ
andȱGayȱWuanȱGuayȱsawȱthatȱtheȱBritishȱ“wereȱnotȱsuperhumanǰȱsupermenǰȱ
asȱweȱusedȱtoȱthinkǯ”řŞ

ȱ Forȱ theȱ colonizersǰȱ Japanȱ threatenedȱ theirȱmaterialȱ andȱdiscursiveȱ
possessionsȱwithȱwhichȱ theyȱwereȱ slowȱ toȱpartǯȱ ȱPrimeȱMinisterȱWinstonȱ
SǯȱChurchillȱdeclaredȱ thatȱPearlȱHarborȱwasȱ“aȱ staggeringȱblow”ȱ andȱ
“ourȱprestigeȱ sufferedȱwithȱ theȱ lossȱofȱHongȱKongǰ”ȱ andȱheȱ calledȱ Indiaȱ
aȱnecessaryȱ jewelȱ inȱ theȱBritishȱ crownǯřşȱ ȱAsȱheȱ reassuredȱ theȱHouseȱofȱ
Commonsȱ inȱearlyȱŗşŚŘȱamidstȱwidespreadǰȱmassȱ resistanceȱ toȱcolonialismȱ
inȱ Indiaǰȱ theȱAtlanticȱCharterȇsȱprovisionsȱwereȱnotȱ“applicableȱ toȱ ǽtheǾȱ
ColouredȱRacesȱinȱǽtheǾȱcolonialȱempireǰȱandȱthatȱǽtheȱphraseǾȱ‘restorationȱofȱ
sovereigntyǰȱselfȬgovernmentȱandȱnationalȱlifeȇǯǯǯǽwasǾȱapplicableȱonlyȱtoȱtheȱ
StatesȱandȱtheȱNationsȱofȱEuropeǯ”ŚŖȱȱ
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ȱ Reportingȱonȱ thatȱblowȱ toȱBritishȱprestigeȱonȱ theȱ“ loss”ȱ ofȱHongȱ
Kongǰȱ aȱUǯSǯȱ journalistȱ expressedȱ theȱhumiliationȱofȱdefeatȱ alongȱ theȱ colorȱ
lineǱȱȱ“TheyȱǽtheȱJapaneseǾȱparadedȱusǰȱtheȱhungryǰȱbedraggledȱtwoȱhundredȱ
ofȱusǰȱ throughȱ theȱ crowdedȱChineseȱ section”ȱ forȱ allȱ toȱ seeǯȱ ȱ“Weȱwereȱ
theȱperfectȱpictureȱofȱ theȱFallȱofȱ theȱWhiteȱManȱ inȱ theȱFarȱEastǯȱ ȱAȱwhiteȱ
manȱ lyingȱdisemboweledȱ inȱ theȱdirtǰȱ aȱwhiteȱwomanȱsnatchedȱnakedȱandȱ
gangȬrapedǯǯǯtheseȱpicturesȱdelightedȱ theȱ Japȱheartǯǯǯǯ”ȱ ȱAndǰȱsheȱaddedǰȱ“ifȱ
youȱ inȱAmericaȱ couldȱ seeȱyourȱownȱpeopleȱbeingȱmarchedȱbyȱ thoseȱ littleȱ
monkeyȱmenȱwithȱtheȱbigȱbayonetsǰȱyouȱwouldȱrealizeȱwhatȱtheȱJapsȱintendȱ
toȱdoȱtoȱallȱtheȱwhiteȱmenǯǯǯǯ”Śŗȱ
ȱ Japanȇsȱwarȱ intentionȱinvolvedȱaȱbreakȱfromȱWesternȱdependenceǰȱ
asȱwasȱadvocatedȱbyȱ intellectualsȱduringȱ theȱ ŗşřŖsȱ inȱ theȱ culturalȱ sphereȱ
asȱaȱ flightȱ fromȱbankruptȱWesternȱ traditionsǰȱwhichȱhadȱbeenȱeagerlyȱ
pursuedȱ sinceȱ theȱMeijiȱ restorationǰȱ andȱaȱ returnȱ toȱAsianȱvaluesȱasȱaȱ
sourceȱ forȱnationalȱgreatnessǯȱ ȱCrucialȱ toȱ theȱnationȇsȱ survivalȱ amidstȱ
rampantȱWesternizationȱwasȱ thatȱ regenerationȱandȱaȱpanȬAsianȱ solidarityȱ
underȱJapanȇsȱ leadȱarticulatedȱasȱaȱnewȱorderȱ forȱEastȱAsiaȱ inȱresistanceȱtoȱ
EuropeanȱimperialismǯȱȱUǯSǯȬeducatedȱMatsuokaȱYosukeȱasȱforeignȱministerȱ
issuedȱhisȱ“GreaterȱEastȱAsiaȱCoȬProsperityȱSphere”ȱ inȱAugustȱ ŗşŚŖǰȱ evenȱ
asȱ Japanȱwasȱeconomicallyȱdependentȱuponȱ theȱWestȱ andȱwasȱengagedȱ inȱ
imperialȱexpansionȱinȱEastȱAsiaǯȱ ȱStillǰȱ theȱideaȱofȱdecolonizationȱresonatedȱ
withȱAsiansȱwidelyȱbecauseǰȱ inȱtheȱwordsȱofȱformerȱUǯSǯȱpresidentȱHerbertȱ
Hooverȱ inȱ ŗşŚŘǰȱ“universallyǰȱ theȱwhiteȱmanȱ isȱhatedȱbyȱ theȱChineseǰȱ
MalayanǰȱIndianȱandȱJapaneseȱalikeǯǯǯǯ”ŚŘ

ȱ TheȱDecemberȱŞǰȱ ŗşŚŗȱ ImperialȱRescriptȱdescribedȱ Japanȇsȱwarȱ
aimsǱȱȱtoȱensureȱJapanȇsȱintegrityȱandȱtoȱremoveȱEuropeanȱcolonialismȱfromȱ
andȱbringȱstabilityȱ toȱEastȱandȱSoutheastȱAsiaǯȱ ȱAsȱ Japanȇsȱarmyȱadvancedȱ
intoȱSoutheastȱAsiaǰȱitsȱgeneralsȱproclaimedȱ“AsiaȱforȱAsiansǰ”ȱandȱGeneralȱ
YamashitaȱTomoyukiȱannouncedȱhisȱintentionȱtoȱsweepȱawayȱtheȱarroganceȱ
ofȱBritishȱ colonizersȱandȱ shareȱ theȱ“painȱandȱ rejoicingȱwithȱallȱ colouredȱ



┙ᢎ䭩䮨䮱䭲䮺䯂䮀䮆䮎䭪䯃䮁88 89Japan, World War II, and Third World Liberation

peoplesǯǯǯǯ”ŚřȱȱAndȱasȱitsȱfortunesȱonȱtheȱwarfrontȱdiminishedǰȱTokyoȱcalledȱaȱ
GreatȱEastȱAsiaȱConferenceȱinȱNovemberȱŗşŚřȱthatȱincludedȱrepresentativesȱ
fromȱSoutheastȱAsiaȬBurmaǰȱ theȱPhilippinesǰȱ andȱThailandǯȱ ȱThereǰȱ
PrimeȱMinisterȱTojoȱHidekiȱdeclaredȱ thatȱ Japanȱwasȱwagingȱaȱwarȱagainstȱ
“AngloȬAmericans”ȱwhoȱsoughtȱtoȱperpetuateȱtheirȱcolonialȱholdȱoverȱAsiaǰȱ
andȱtheȱconferenceȱconcludedȱbyȱurgingȱcooperationȱbasedȱuponȱprinciplesȱ
ofȱ coȬexistenceȱandȱcoȬprosperityǰȱ respectȱofȱnationalȱ sovereigntyȱandȱ
culturalȱdiversityǰȱ theȱeconomicȱdevelopmentȱofȱallǰȱ andȱanȱabolitionȱ toȱallȱ
systemsȱofȱracismǯŚŚȱȱȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ IȱhaveȱnoȱintentionȱtoȱserveȱasȱanȱapologistȱforȱimperialȱJapanȱandȱ
itsȱbrutalitiesȱ inȱ thisȱ recountingȱofȱ itsȱ antiȬcolonialȱ appealǯŚśȱ ȱ ǻNorȱdoȱ Iȱ seeȱ
asȱ farȱdistantȱ theȱhypocrisyȱofȱ Japanȇsȱdeclaredȱunionȱwithȱ“allȱ colouredȱ
peoples”ȱ andȱ theȱAlliesȇȱFourȱFreedomsȱandȱAtlanticȱCharterǯǼȱ ȱ Iȱ simplyȱ
observeȱtheȱgenuineȱoppositionȱJapanȱposedǰȱdiscursivelyȱandȱmilitarilyǰȱ toȱ
theȱ colorȱ lineȱofȱ theȱ twentiethȱ centuryǰȱpositionedȱasȱ itȱwasȱbyȱ itsȱ creatorsȱ
betweenȱ theȱessentializedȱandȱyesǰȱ contrivedȱ racializedȱpolesȱofȱwhiteȱ
andȱnonwhiteǯȱ ȱAsȱhistoriansȱhaveȱ shownǰȱ evenȱcloseȱalliesȱBritainȱandȱ
theȱUǯSǯȱheldȱ competingȱ interestsȱ inȱ theȱpursuitȱofȱ theȱwarǰȱ andȱalthoughȱ
largelyȱ“white”ȱ asȱ aȱnationȱ inȱ theȱglobalȱ arenaǰȱ theȱUǯSǯȱ asȱ Iȇveȱ shownȱatȱ
theȱbeginningȱofȱ thisȱ essayȱ isȱ significantlyȱ“nonwhite”ȱ inȱ theȱ compositionȱ
ofȱ itsȱpeoplesǯȱ ȱLikewiseȱAsiansǰȱAfricansǰȱ andȱLatinȱAmericansȬpeoplesȱ
ofȱ theȱThirdȱWorldȬareȱpatentlyȱnotȱundividedlyȱ“nonwhiteǯ”ȱ ȱThoseȱareȱ
fictiveȱinventionsȱofȱ“self”ȱandȱitsȱ“otherǰ”ȱandȱmustȱbeȱseenȱasȱsuchǯȱ ȱAndȱ
yetǰȱthoseȱimaginedȱcommunitiesȱacquireȱpurchaseȱinȱtheirȱactualizationȱbyȱ
humanȱagentsȱwhoȱmakeȱandȱwriteȱhistoryǯȱȱ
ȱ Ifȱ theȱproblemȱofȱ theȱ twentiethȱ centuryȱwasȱ theȱproblemȱofȱ theȱ
colorȱlineǰȱitȱwasȱsoȱbecauseȱbothȱsidesȱofȱtheȱdivideȱobservedȱandȱviolatedȱ
itȱonȱ itsȱ termsǯȱ ȱ Japanȇsȱwartimeȱachievementȱwasȱ toȱ capitalizeȱonȱ thatȱ
partitionȱandȱ theȱaspirationsȱ forȱ transgressionȱ itȱ stirredȱespeciallyȱamongstȱ
theȱ stillȱ colonizedȱ inȱAsiaȱandȱAfricaǯȱ ȱAndȱalthoughȱ Japanȱ lostȱ theȱwarǰȱ aȱ
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Britishȱ colonialȱofficerȱpredictedǰȱ itȱ createdȱ conditionsȱ inȱSoutheastȱAsiaȱ
soȱ revolutionaryȱ thatȱ thereȱwouldȱbeȱnoȱeasyȱ returnȱ toȱwhiteȱ ruleǯŚŜȱ ȱTheȱ
mutuallyȱ constitutingȱ shamsȱofȱwhiteȱ superiorityȱandȱAsianȱ inferiorityǰȱ
alongȱwithȱ theȱ colonialismȱ theyȱbredǰȱhadȱbeenȱ fatallyȱbruisedǯȱ ȱBǯȱVǯȱAǯȱ
RolingȱofȱtheȱNetherlandsǰȱoneȱofȱtheȱelevenȱjudgesȱpresidingȱoverȱtheȱTokyoȱ
WarȱCrimesȱTrialǰȱconcededǱȱȱ“ItȱwasȱquiteȱdifferentȱinȱJapanȱǽreferringȱtoȱtheȱ
TokyoȱandȱNurembergȱtrialsǾǯȱȱTheȱJapaneseȱdefendedȱtheȱactionȱofȱJapanȱinȱ
thisȱAsianȱlandȱandȱinȱtheȱworldǰȱtoȱliberateȱAsiaȱandȱtoȱchangeȱtheȱworldǯȱȱ
Andȱtheyȱhadȱaȱcaseǰȱ inȱthisȱrespectǯǯǯǯ”ȱ ȱWhereasǰȱ“Nurembergȱwasȱaȱclearȱ
caseȱofȱaggressionȱtoȱdominateȱtheȱEuropeanȱcontinentǯ”Śŝȱȱȱȱȱȱ

ThirdȱWorldȱLiberation

ȱ Thereȱ isȱ aȱ tendencyȱwithinȱEuropeanȱhistoriographyǰȱ criticsȱhaveȱ
notedǰȱtoȱdenyȱsignificanceȱtoȱtheȱantiȬcolonialȱstrugglesȱofȱtheȱThirdȱWorldǯȱȱ
Suchȱhistoriesȱ creditȱEuropeansȱwithȱgiftingȱ independenceȱ toȱ theirȱ formerȱ
coloniesȱandȱprovidingȱ themȱ theȱ infrastructuresȱ forȱmodernȱnationȱ statesǯȱȱ
Andȱ theyȱbelittleȱ theȱpostcolonialȱ effortsȱ atȱnationȱbuildingǰȱ andȱ referenceȱ
tribalismǰȱethnicȱandȱreligiousȱconflictsǰȱcorruptionǰȱandȱineptitudeȱasȱsomeȱ
ofȱtheȱconsequencesȱofȱdecolonizationǯŚŞȱȱAȱnostalgiaȱforȱcolonialismȱandȱtheȱ
orderȱ itȱ imposedȱoverȱunrulyǰȱuntutoredǰȱ andȱ racializedȱ subjectsȱpervadesȱ
someȱofȱ thoseȱwritingsǯȱ ȱTheȱeraȱofȱEuropeanȱcolonialȱ ruleȱ inȱAsiaǰȱ anȱ
authorȱclaimedǰȱwasȱ“theȱmostȱpeacefulȱandȱstableȱperiodȱtheȱEastȱhadȱeverȱ
knownǰ”ȱandȱwithoutȱtheȱ“stabilising”ȱinfluenceȱofȱtheȱWestǰȱAsiaȱachievedȱ
soȬcalledȱ“ freedom”ȱ andȱ“independence”ȱ ǽauthorȇsȱquotesǾȱwhileȱ sinkingȱ
intoȱ“aȱmorassȱofȱdebt”ȱandȱcommunistȱinsurgenciesǯŚş

ȱ Thoseȱdefendersȱofȱ colonialismȱslightȱantiȬcolonialismȇsȱ efficacyȱ
alongȱwithȱ theȱ racismǰȱwhichȱendorsedȱwhiteȱ expansionȱandȱ ruleǯȱ ȱ Inȱ factǰȱ
aȱ scholarȱobservedǰȱwhileȱaȱ crucialȱ aspectȱofȱ theȱwhiteȱ identityǰȱ raceȱandȱ
racismȱareȱvirtuallyȱ ignoredȱ inȱacademicȱdiscoursesȱ suchȱasȱ internationalȱ
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relationsȱalthoughȱEuropeanȱandȱAmericanȱimperialistsȱhadȱfewȱinhibitionsȱ
aboutȱspeakingȱinȱracistȱtermsǯȱȱ“Theȱgreatestȱinfluenceȱonȱracialȱthinkingǰ”ȱ
heȱcontinuedǰȱ“wasȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱresistanceȱtoȱWesternȱdomination”ȱandȱ
fearsȱofȱWesternȱdeclineǯśŖȱ ȱTheȱantiȬcolonialǰȱnationȬbuildingȱmovementǰȱ
whichȱ longȱprecededȱWorldȱWarȱ IIȱandȱwhichȱwhiteȱ supremacistsȱpaintedȱ
asȱantiȬwhiteǰȱ crestedȱduringȱ thatȱwarȱbothȱasȱdiscourseȱandȱ strategiesȱofȱ
resistanceǯȱ ȱ Japanȱandȱnationalistȱ leadersȱ inȱAsiaȱplayedȱkeyȱ rolesȱ inȱ thatȱ
confrontationȱonȱbothȱfrontsǰȱandȱtheyȱpunctuatedȱtheȱcontradictionȱbetweenȱ
theȱWestȇsȱrhetoricȱofȱequalityȱandȱfreedomȱandȱitsȱpracticeȱofȱcolonialȱandȱ
neoȬcolonialȱsubjugationǯ
ȱ Andȱwithinȱ theȱUǯSǯǰȱ“theȱgoodȱwar”ȱ ofȱpopularȱappealȱneglectsȱ
theȱ racialȱ faultȱ linesȱandȱupheavalsȱ surfacedȱbyȱ theȱwarǰȱ andȱdeniesȱ theȱ
proficiencyȱofȱantiȬracistȱstrugglesǰȱwhichȱconnectedȱwhiteȱimperialismȱandȱ
itsȱ consortǰȱ racismȱabroadȱwithȱ theȱ conditionȱofȱnonwhitesȱatȱhomeǯȱ ȱAsȱ
inȱ theȱ coloniesǰȱ itȱwasȱdisloyaltyǰȱ evenȱ seditionȱ toȱpointȱ toȱ theȱduplicitousȱ
natureȱofȱ theȱwarǰȱ allegedlyȱpursuedȱbyȱ theȱAlliesȱ forȱ theȱpreservationȱ
ofȱ democracyǰȱ andȱwhenȱAfricanȱAmericansȱ praisedȱ theȱ antiȬracistǰȱ
antiȬcolonialȱ aspectsȱ ofȱ Japanȇsȱ conquestsȱ inȱAsiaǰȱ theyȱ cameȱunderȱ
surveillanceǰȱattackǰȱandȱcensureǯȱȱEvenȱcallsȱforȱequalityȱandȱjusticeȱatȱhomeȱ
drewȱfireȱfromȱthoseȱwhoȱprofitedȱfromȱtheȱ“perfectȱwarǯ”śŗ

ȱ WorldȱWarȱ II ȱ alertedȱ Africanȱ Americansȱ toȱ aȱ resurgentȱ
internationalismȱandȱsolidarityȱwithȱpeoplesȱofȱ colorȱbasedȱuponȱ theirȱ
commonȱconditionȱofȱ subjugationȱandȱexploitationȱalongȱ theȱ colorȱ lineǯśŘȱȱ
WalterȱWhiteǰȱNAACPȱ ǻNationalȱAssociationȱ forȱ theȱAdvancementȱofȱ
ColoredȱPeopleǼȱ executiveȱdirectorȱduringȱ theȱwarǰȱ testifiedǱȱ ȱ“WorldȱWarȱ
IIȱhasȱgivenȱ toȱ theȱNegroȱaȱsenseȱofȱkinshipȱwithȱotherȱcoloredȬandȱalsoȱ
oppressedȬpeoplesȱofȱ theȱworldǰ”ȱ andȱ theȱ realizationȱ thatȱ“theȱ struggleȱ
ofȱ theȱNegroȱ inȱ theȱUnitedȱStatesȱ isȱpartȱandȱparcelȱofȱ theȱstruggleȱagainstȱ
imperialismȱandȱexploitationȱinȱIndiaǰȱChinaǰȱBurmaǰȱAfricaǰȱtheȱPhilippinesǰȱ
Malayaǰȱ theȱWestȱ Indiesǰȱ andȱSouthȱAmericaǯ”śřȱ ȱ Suchȱ sentimentsȱ enabledȱ
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theȱpostwarȱ creationȱofȱ theȱThirdȱWorldȱandȱ itsȱnonȬalignedȱmovementǰȱ
whichȱdescendedȱnotȱfromȱtheȱimmediateȱcontextȱofȱtheȱColdȱWarȱbutȱfromȱ
antiȬcolonialǰȱ antiȬracistȱ strugglesȱ thatȱ longȱprecededȱ theȱ contestȱbetweenȱ
capitalismȱandȱcommunismǯ
ȱ WorldȱWarȱ IIǰȱ likeȱWorldȱWarȱ Iǰȱ revealedȱaȱ fractureȱ inȱ theȱ colorȱ
lineȱdrawnȱbyȱwhiteȱ supremacyǰȱ ascendantȱ sinceȱ theȱEuropeanȱandȱUǯSǯȱ
ageȱofȱ empireǯȱ ȱExpansionȱwasȱ informedȱbyȱ“aȱ consciousnessȱofȱwhiteȱ
solidarityǰ”śŚȱ asȱwasȱ calledȱ forȱbyȱWilhelmȱ IIȱ inȱ theȱnoondayȱofȱEuropeanȱ
imperialismǰȱdespiteȱnationalȱ rivalriesȱandȱconflictsǯȱ ȱAȱdiscursiveȱ fieldȱ
ofȱ raceȱ relationsȱempoweredȱ thatȱ edificeȱofȱwhiteȱprivilegeȱandȱnonwhiteȱ
subjectionǰȱ andȱ resistanceȱ fromȱbelowȱunderscoredȱ theȱ imperativeȱ forȱ
unityȱagainstȱ theȱ risingȱ tideȱofȱ colorǯȱ ȱ Inȱ additionȱ toȱ theȱantiȬcolonialȱ
movementsȱ inȱAsiaȱandȱAfricaȱ throughoutȱ theȱ twentiethȱ centuryǰȱ Japanȇsȱ
embraceȱofȱmodernityȱandȱ itsȱ claimsȱ toȱ equalityȱposedȱaȱpowerfulȱ threatȱ
toȱtheȱempireȱofȱorderǰȱconstitutedȱasȱ itȱwasȱonȱwhiteȱsupremacyȱandȱraceǯȱȱ
RevealinglyǰȱanȱinfluentialȱtextȱinȱUǯSǯȱsociologyȱduringȱtheȱŗşŘŖsȱlikensȱraceȱ
conflictȱ toȱnationalismȱandȱ theȱdriveȱofȱ subjectȱpeoplesȱ forȱ liberationȱandȱ
selfȬdeterminationǯśś

ȱ AsȱothersȱhaveȱpointedȱoutǰȱWorldȱWarȱ IIȱwasȱ foughtȱ forǰȱ inȱ
theȱmainȱandȱ fromȱworldviewǰȱ theȱpreservationȱofȱEuropeanȱandȱUǯSǯȱ
nationalȱ sovereigntyȱandȱ theirȱ colonialȱpossessionsǯȱ ȱ Insteadȱofȱmarkingȱ
discontinuityǰȱ theȱ conflictȱwasȱaȱ linkȱ inȱanȱunbrokenȱchainȱofȱ relationsȱ
centuriesȱ inȱ theȱmakingǯȱ ȱEquallyȱ longstandingȱwereȱ theȱdecolonizationǰȱ
antiȬracistȱmovementsǰȱwhichȱwereȱaidedȱduringȱ theȱwarȱbyȱ theȱ ideaȱandȱ
spectacleȱofȱcoloredȱtroopsȱandȱJapaneseȱunderminingȱofȱwhiteȱsupremacyȇsȱ
conceitsǯȱ ȱThoseȱrealȱprospectsȱ forȱ theȱ“coloredȱraces”ȱandȱ“majorityȱofȱ theȱ
inhabitantsȱofȱearth”ȱraisedȱexpectationsȱforȱnationalȱliberationǰȱaȱderivativeȱ
ideaȱfromȱEuropeȱandȱtheȱUǯSǯȱtoȱbeȱsureǰȱandȱfracturedȱtheȱmythȱofȱtheȱcolorȱ
lineǯȱȱOfȱcourseǰȱthoseȱtooȱrepresentedȱcontinuitiesȱasȱwellȱasȱchangesȱinȱtheȱ
globalȱorderȱasȱwitnessedȱ inȱ theȱdependencyǰȱwhichȱ carriedȱoverȱ fromȱ theȱ
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colonialȱ toȱpostcolonialȱconditionǯȱ ȱTheȱnationȬstateȱwasȱnotȱ theȱ fulfillmentȱ
ofȱ theȱrightsȱandȱsovereigntyȱpromisedȱbyȱtheȱFourȱFreedomsȱandȱAtlanticȱ
CharterǰȱnorȱwasȱThirdȱWorldȱnationalismȱwithinȱ theȱUǯSǯȱultimatelyȱ
influentialȱinȱsecuringȱfullȱequalityȱandȱmembershipȱunderȱtheȱlawǯ
ȱ Butȱforȱaȱbriefȱmomentǰȱinȱtheȱeuphoriaȱofȱindependenceȱstruggledȱ
forȱandȱgainedǰȱtwentyȬnineȱnationsȱofȱAsiaȱandȱAfricaȱassembledȱinȱŗşśśȱatȱ
BandungȱonȱtheȱislandȱofȱJavaȱatȱtheȱinvitationȱofȱIndonesiaȇsȱprimeȱministerǰȱ
Aliȱ Sastroamidjojoǯȱ ȱToȱopenȱ theȱ conferenceǰȱPresidentȱAhmedȱSukarnoȱ
welcomedȱtheȱdelegatesǯȱȱHisȱnationȱhavingȱjustȱemergedȱfromȱřŖŖȱyearsȱofȱ
colonialȱservitudeǰȱSukarnoȱoutlinedȱtheirȱtaskǱȱ ȱ“Letȱusȱnotȱbeȱbitterȱaboutȱ
theȱpastǰȱbutȱletȱusȱkeepȱourȱeyesȱfirmlyȱonȱtheȱfutureǯȱȱLetȱusȱrememberȱthatȱ
noȱblessingȱofȱGodȱisȱsoȱsweetȱasȱlifeȱandȱlibertyǯȱȱLetȱusȱrememberȱthatȱtheȱ
statureȱofȱallȱmankindȱ isȱdiminishedȱsoȱ longȱasȱnationsȱorȱpartsȱofȱnationsȱ
areȱstillȱunfreeǯ”ȱ ȱAndȱrecallingȱUǯSǯȱpresidentȱFranklinȱDǯȱRooseveltȇsȱFourȱ
FreedomsǰȱSukarnoȱaddedǰȱ“Letȱusȱ rememberȱ thatȱ theȱhighestȱpurposeȱofȱ
manȱ isȱ theȱ liberationȱofȱmanȱ fromȱhisȱbondsȱofȱ fearǰȱhisȱbondsȱofȱhumanȱ
degradationǰȱhisȱbondsȱofȱpovertyȬtheȱliberationȱofȱmanȱfromȱtheȱphysicalǰȱ
spiritualȱ andȱ intellectualȱ bondsȱwhichȱhaveȱ forȱ tooȱ longȱ stuntedȱ theȱ
developmentȱofȱhumanityȇsȱmajorityǯ”śŜ

ȱ AmericanȱwriterȱRichardȱWrightȱwhoȱ rushedȱ toȱwitnessȱ theȱ
proceedingsȱ stagedȱ theȱ settingǱȱ ȱ“Dayȱ inȱandȱdayȱoutȱ theseȱ crowdsȱwouldȱ
standȱ inȱ thisȱ tropicȱsunǰȱstaringǰȱ listeningǰȱapplaudingǲȱ itȱwasȱ theȱ firstȱ timeȱ
inȱtheirȱdowntroddenȱlivesȱthatȱtheyȇdȱseenȱsoȱmanyȱmenȱofȱtheirȱcolorǰȱraceǰȱ
andȱnationalityȱarrayedȱinȱsuchȱaspectsȱofȱpowerǰȱtheirȱmenȱkeepingȱorderǰȱ
theirȱAsiaȱandȱtheirȱAfricaȱinȱcontrolȱofȱtheirȱdestiniesǯǯǯǯȱȱTheyȱwereȱgettingȱ
aȱnewȱsenseȱofȱ themselvesǰȱgettingȱusedȱ toȱnewȱrolesȱandȱnewȱ identitiesǯȱȱ
Imperialismȱwasȱdeadȱhereǲȱandȱasȱlongȱasȱtheyȱcouldȱmaintainȱtheirȱunityǰȱ
organizeȱandȱconductȱinternationalȱconferencesǰȱthereȱwouldȱbeȱnoȱreturnȱtoȱ
imperialismǯǯǯǯ”śŝ

ȱ Bandungǰȱinȱfactǰȱstoodȱinȱaȱlongȱlineȱofȱsuchȱgatheringsǰȱbeginningȱ
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withȱ theȱ InterȬAmericanȱConferenceȱofȱ ŗŞşşȱandȱPanȬAfricanȱConferenceȱ
ofȱŗşŖŖǰȱandȱothersȱwouldȱ followȱ itȱ inȱ turnǯśŞȱ ȱAndȱonȱSeptemberȱŘŚǰȱŗşŚŜǰȱ
asȱviceȱpremierȱandȱforeignȱministerȱinȱtheȱlastȱBritishȱcolonialȱgovernmentȱ
inȱ IndiaǰȱNehruȱchartedȱaȱpolicyǰȱwhichȱwouldȱguideȱ theȱgroupȱcalledȱ theȱ
nonȬalignedȱnationsȱ thatȱ crystallizedȱaroundȱBandungǯȱ ȱ Indiaǰȱheȱdeclaredǰȱ
“willȱ followȱanȱ independentȱpolicyǰȱkeepingȱawayȱ fromȱ theȱpowerȱpoliticsȱ
ofȱgroupsȱalignedȱoneȱagainstȱ anotherǯȱ ȱ Sheȱwillȱupholdȱ theȱprincipleȱofȱ
freedomȱ forȱdependentȱpeoplesȱ andȱwillȱ opposeȱ racialȱdiscriminationȱ
whereverȱ itȱmayȱoccurǯȱ ȱSheȱwillȱworkȱwithȱotherȱpeaceȬlovingȱnationsȱ forȱ
internationalȱ cooperationȱandȱgoodwillȱwithoutȱ theȱexploitationȱofȱoneȱ
nationȱbyȱanotherǯ”śşȱȱ
ȱ Bandungǰȱnonethelessǰȱwasǰȱ inȱSukarnoȇsȱ stirringȱwordsǰȱ“theȱ firstȱ
internationalȱconferenceȱofȱcoloredȱpeoplesȱinȱtheȱhistoryȱofȱmankindǰ”ȱandȱ
itȱwouldȱbeȱtheȱfirstȱarticulationȱofȱaȱvisionǰȱwhichȱunitedȱtheȱnationsȱofȱtheȱ
ThirdȱWorldȱandȱwhichȱofferedȱ toȱ solveȱ theȱproblemsȱcreatedȱbyȱEuropeȱ
andȱ itsȱdiasporaǯȱ ȱAsiansȱandȱAfricansǰȱSukarnoȱcontendedǰȱ“areȱunitedȱbyȱ
moreȱ importantȱ thingsȱ thanȱ thoseȱwhichȱ superficiallyȱdivideȱusǯȱ ȱWeȱareȱ
unitedǰȱ forȱ instanceǰȱbyȱaȱ commonȱdetestationȱofȱ colonialismȱ inȱwhateverȱ
formȱitȱappearsǯȱȱWeȱareȱunitedȱbyȱaȱcommonȱdetestationȱofȱracialismǯȱȱAndȱ
weȱareȱunitedȱbyȱaȱ commonȱdeterminationȱ toȱpreserveȱandȱstabilizeȱpeaceȱ
inȱtheȱworldǯ”ŜŖȱȱInȱthatȱwayǰȱWrightȱobservedǰȱBandungȱencompassedȱ“theȱ
totalityȱofȱhumanȱlifeȱonȱthisȱearthǯ”Ŝŗȱ ȱAndȱtheȱresonanceȱofȱthatȱdreamȱofȱ
aȱnewȱdispensationǰȱ aȱ“newȱhumanityǯǯǯaȱnewȱhumanism”ȱ asȱdeployedȱbyȱ
FrantzȱFanonǰŜŘȱ ofȱhumanȱ rightsȱandȱ theȱequalityȱofȱ allȱ racesǰȱ sovereigntyǰȱ
cooperationǰȱ andȱworldȱpeaceȱasȱwasȱ subscribedȱ toȱasȱprinciplesȱbyȱ theȱ

representativesȱatȱBandungȱ inȱ theirȱ finalȱ communiquéȱwasȱparticularlyȱ
poignantȱandȱsoberingȱinȱtheȱlightȱofȱ“internationalȱtensionȱwithȱitsȱdangerȱ
ofȱanȱatomicȱworldȱwarǯ”Ŝř

ȱ “Freeȱ fromȱmistrustȱ andȱ fearǰȱ andȱwithȱ confidenceȱandȱgoodwillȱ
towardsȱeachȱotherǰ”ȱ theȱ“FinalȱCommuniqué”ȱ resolvedǰȱ“nationsȱ shouldȱ
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practiseȱ toleranceȱandȱ liveȱ togetherȱ inȱpeaceȱwithȱoneȱanotherȱasȱgoodȱ
neighboursǯǯǯǯ”ŜŚȱ ȱTragicallyȱ todayȱ thatȱ legacyȱofȱWorldȱWarȱ IIȱ andȱ itsȱ
aftermathȱisȱseldomȱacknowledgedǰȱrarelyȱcelebratedǰȱandȱhardlyȱobservedǯȱȱ
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