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Saving Documents: Basic Approach to Preserving Photographic Documents
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In recent years, photographs are more commonly known as digital imaging. As a result,

the time has come to pay more attention to photographs from the past which exists as

real objects and their historical values. The form of photography has been changing and
developing along with the field of science and industry and produced various different
processes, the fact which makes conservation and preservation of photographic objects
always challenging. However, the field of photograph conservation in Japan has not been
established and resources are limited. Degradation of photographs occur at each stages

of production, preservation and display and it is important to identify the process and
materials. This lecture briefly covers process identification, structure, common deterioration,
preservation topics, and basic conservation treatment. Few remarks are made at the end about

damaged photographs saved from the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami in 2011.
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