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Beginning to Disseminate Records Systems Based on Open Source Software for
Popularization of Records Culture in Korea : AtoM, Archivematica, Omeka and WordPress
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South Korea / records systems / open source software / AtoM / the SEWOL ferry disaster
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In South Korea, many electronic public records were created when the Public Records and
Archives Management Act went into effect in 1999. This law was updated in 2007 to focus
on electronic records management system. With the development of records management
in the public sector, interest in creating archives increased in the private sector. As a result,
various private archives have recently been built. However, many challenges exist in
directly applying the methods and tools of public records management. In particular, the
construction of a records management system is hindered by numerous difficulties. Open-
source software can help resolve some of these issues. The “Human and Memory Archives,”
“Maeul Archives,” and “Sewolho Archives” are examples of archives that use open-source
software such as “AtoM,” “Archivematica,” and “Omeka.” Activities aimed at disseminating
the records management system for use by private archives contribute greatly toward

expanding people’s understanding of the importance of record keeping.
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