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Poor soule, in this thy flesh what dost thou know?
Thou know’st thy selfe so little, as thou know’st not,
Have not all soules thought
For many ages, that our body is wrought
Of Ayre, and Fire, and other Elements?
And now they thinke of new ingredients,
And one Soule thinkes one, and another way
Another thinkes, and ’tis an even lay.
(The Second Anniversarie: Of the Progresse of the Soule. Nm»hmﬁmmwvv
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And that except thou feed (not banquet) on
The supernaturall food, Religion,
Thy better Growth growes withered, and scant;
Be more than man, or thou’rt lesse than an Ant.
(The First Anniversarie : An Anatomie of the World. 187—190)
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Ther’s nothing simply good, nor ill alone,
Of every quality comparison,
The only measure is, and judge, opinion.
(‘Metempsychosis’. 518—520)
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We thinke the heavens enjoy their Sphericall,
Their round proportion embracing all,

But yet their various and perplexed course.
Observ’d in divers ages, doth enforce

Men to finde out so many Eccentrique parts,
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Such divers downe-right lines, such overthwarts,

For his course is not round ; nor can the Sunne
Perfit a Circle, or maintaine his way
One inch direct ; but where he rose to-day
He comes no more, but with a couzening line,
Steals by that point, and so is Serpentine :
(italic mine) (An Anatomie of the World, 251—272)
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O me, what eyes hath Love put my head,
Which have no correspondence with true sight!
Or, if they have, where is my judgment fled,
That censures falsely what they see aright?
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(=) Arthur O. Lovejoy, The Great Chain of Being : A Study af the History of an Idea, Harper Torchbooks(1936 ;
rep. New York, 1960), p. 104.
(@) @+ RAN Pramh e« 6N KN QR VE - ] GEXE | - NEKER ORI | RPH)
1]

() Essays. tr. John Florio, Everymans Library (London, 1965), T, 230. 3 {I¥HERERENR0e® <HKORHE
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MSNOLPR BHOND D MmN REH-VH N KwwRE®4° Charles Monroe Coffin, John Donne and the New
Philosophy (New York, 1958), pp. 184-194 ; Marjorie Hope Nicolson, Mountain Gloom and Mountain Glory : The
Development of the Aesthetic of the Infinite (1959 rep. New York, 1963), pp. 130-143 ; Paul H. Kocher, Science
and Religion in Elizabethan England (1953 ; rep. New York, 1969), pp. 183-185.

(=) The complete title is, A Perfit Description of the Coelestiall Orbes, according to the most ancient doctrine of
the Pythagoreans : lately revised by Copernicus, and by Geometricall Demonstration approved by Thomas Digges,
Cf. Christopher Hill, Intellectual Origins of the English Revolution (Oxford, 1965), Chap. 2.

(w) From the frontispiece of The Frame of Order : An Ouiline of Elizabethan Belief Taken Jrom Treatises of the
Late Sizteenth Century, ed. James Winny (1957 ; rep. New York, 1977).

(©) Robert Burton, The Anatomy of Melancholy, ed. Floyd Dell and P. Jordan Smith (New York, 1955), p. 424,

(=) Quoted, Hiram Haydn, The Counter-Renaissance (1950 ; rep. New York, 1960), p. 155.
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() Op. cit., p. 426.

(2) All quotations are taken from H.J.C. Grierson, ed., The Poems of John Donne (Oxford, 1912), 2 vols. See,
concerning Donne as a sceptic, Margaret L. Wiley, The Subtle Knot: Creative Scepticism in Seventeenth-Century
England (London, 1952), Chap. 4.

(X&) See R. C. Bald, Jokn Donne: A Life (Oxford, 1970), p. 2.

(®) Eluard Crawshaw, “Hermetic Elements in Donne’s Poetic Vision”, in John Donne: Essays in Celebration, ed.
A.J. Smith (London, 1972), pp. 336-340. Cf. N.J. C. Andreasen, John Donne : Conservative Revolutionary (Prince-
ton, 1967), pp. 82f ; Terence Hawkes, Shakespeare and the Reason: A Study of the Tragedies and the Problem
Plays (London, 1964), p. 29.
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(©) Cf. Earl Rosenthal, “The Renaissance in the History of Art”,in The Renaissance, ed. Tinsley Helton (Madison,
1961), pp. 591.
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() See Theodore Spencer, Shakespeare and the Nature of Man (New York, 1958), Chap. 1. X ® 2\ % «N—> [
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@Wﬁ@bi\?o._ Quoted, Marc Bensimon, “Modes of Perception of Reality in the Renaissance”, in The Darker
Vision of the Renaissance, ed. R.S. Kinsmen (Berkeley, 1974), p. 240.

(&) Quoted, John Shearman, Mannerism, Pelican Books (London, 1967), p. 81.
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(R) Erwin Panofsky, Idea: A Concept in Art Theory, tr. J.S. Peake (New York, 1968), p. 74.

(X) Studies in Iconology : Humanistic Themes in the Art of the Renaissance, Harper Torchbooks (1939 ; rep. New
York, 1962), p. 175.

() TRIRIxANKOKE] (B= - %2R fiEfked” | RV 1) | KEIK® See Murray Roston. The Soul of
Wit: A Study of John Donne (Oxford, 1974), pp. 102 ff.

({) E.g., Wylie Sypher, Four Stages of Renaissance Style, Anchor Books (New York, 1955), pp. 155-162 ; Patrick

Crutwell, The Shakespearean Moment: And its Place in the Poetry of the 17th Century (London, 1954), pp. 42-49.

() Mario Praz, Mnemosyne: The Parallel between Literature and the Visual Arts (Princeton, 1970), Chap. 4 “Har-
mony and the Serpentine Line” ; do., The Flaming Heart, Anchor Books (New York, 1958), p. 190.
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