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The Tragedy of Pudd’nhead Wilson and Neglected Two Sequels
of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

Midori Asai

David Wilson is one of the characters of Mark Twain’s The Tragedy of
Pudd’'nhead Wilson. Seemingly he plays an important role, however, strangely it
is difficult for us to find out his meaning as a literary character. Therefore
opinions are divided among critics on this subject. .

In this narrative, Wilson is described very obscurely. In spite of being intelligent,
he is nicknamed “Pudd’'nhead” and described as a person who is not worth
bothering about in the first two-thirds of this narrative. His real talent is hidden
under the mask of “Pudd’'nhead”. In the last one-third, on the contrary, he takes
off his mask of “Pudd’'nhead” suddenly and he rises to be a hero rapidly. This
sudden change in his role leads to Wilson’s obscurity in this narrative.

When we focus on the description of Wilson in the last part, we find that he
looks like Tom Sawyer, Twain’s most famous character. Pudd’nhead Wilson was
written in the almost same time as Tom Sawyer Abroad was written. Thus we
see Wilson is greatly influenced by Tom. We can find another connection
between Tom and Wilson. After finishing Pudd'nhead Wilson, Twain needed to
make some revisions in the manuscript. While he did it, he began to plan a new
story for Tom, Tom Sawyer, Detective. As we can surmise from this title, Tom
inquires and reveals the real fact of the case of murder as a detective like Wilson.
It is clear that Tom is greatly influenced by Wilson.

We may, therefore, reasonably say that Pudd’nhead Wilson, Tom Sawyer
Abroad and Tom Sawyer, Detective are closely connected and influenced one
another. Twain states in his letter to his wife, Olivia, that David Wilson is not
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an important character for him. However, a close look at Wilson’s connection
with Twain’s dearest Tom Sawyer will reveal that he is one of the heroes for

Twain.

(FBBEREAIRIZGERIA ¥V AN SIS THIARER T,
WA T IR BhaEET)

— 106 —



