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Education and Japanese Educators in
the Final Years of the Qin Dynasty:
Kiroku Adachi in Xi’an

Koichi Muramatsu

Abstract

Kiroku Adachi is known as an author on “Choan Shiseki no Kenkyu” (The study of
historical sites in Chang’an). He stayed at Shaanxi High Academy in Xi’an as a Japa-
nese educator at the end of the Qing dynasty, between 1906 and 1910. While he was
staying in Xi’an, he met Jitsuzou Kuwahara and Uno Tetsuto, who laid the ground-
work for Oriental Studies in Japan. The encounter would prompt Adachi to begin his
Oriental Studies. In this paper, by examining various documents, I investigate Kiroku
Adachi’s education, his study and his life in Xi’an. First, I order Adachi’s personal his-
tory, based on the documents in the possession of his grandchild. In Chapter I, “The
Trend of Japanese Educators in Shaanxi”, I researched documents of the Japanese
Diplomatic Record Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs about the situation of the
Japanese Educators who stayed in Xi’an between 1906 and 1915. In Chapter II, “Ap-
proval Process and Curriculum of Shaanxi High Academy”, I investigated Chinese
documents about the class schedules of the Shaanxi High Academy where Adachi
taught. In Chapter III, “The Life of Japanese Educator Kiroku Adachi”, I analyzed doc-
uments concerning the lives of Adachi, Jitsuzou Kuwabara and Tetsuto Uno in Xi'an.
These materials describe the attempted theft of the “Nestorian monument” by the
Dane Frits Holm in 1907. These records describe the situation regarding the protec-
tion of cultural heritage in Xi’an.



