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Thorough Investigation on Yoshitoshi’s life
Mayumi Furukawa

It is well recognized that Tsukioka Yoshitoshi (1839-92) is the last master of Ukiyoe woodblock print.

He was born in Edo era and had been active in Ukiyoe until early Meiji era. His works have not been
evaluated until recently. This is because his most active period coincided with the period of Japanese revolution
(Meiji-ishin).

Purposes of the present essay are to re-examine Yoshitoshi’s life in conjunction with his data existing in his
family’s temple and to draw up his detailed chronicle as well as his family tree.

I would like to draw your attention to three major points, one is in his relation to his father, second is on
his mental disease, and the last is in his relation with Tsukioka Sessai ( -1839).

Though there are several ideas on who was his father, however, I came to a conclusion by investigating
existing data that his father must be Yoshioka Hyobu who was one of Samurais in rank.

Next, he was adopted to one of his father’s cousins who was a merchant named Kyoya Orisaburo.

Finally, he took over his grand uncle’s surname, Tsukioka who was an artist named Tsukioka Sessai.

It has been suspected that he was taken ill of mental problems two times in his life, namely, nervous break-
down and melancholia. According to my through investigation, this may be due to extraordinary impression of

his bloody painting “Chimidoroe”, I would like to point out that he was not ill and his character and his painting
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were very much influenced by the Japanese popular culture existing in nineteenth century, especially by the sense
of horror and cruelties which were common among Japanese people in these days. Also, these were reflected
in plays, Japanese literary fiction and woodblock prints in this era.

The last point is in his relation to Tsukioka Sessai who was believed to be the first son of Tsukioka Settei
(1710-86) who lived in Osaka. According to Naniwa-Jinketsudan (1855), Sessai is a son-in-law of Settei. At
this stage, I suspect that Yoshitoshi’s grand uncle and Sessai must be the same person.
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