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A Successive Study on Predictors / of Dropouts from High School
Seiichiro TAKETSUNA  Masahiko KAMBARA  Ryoko OGATA
Hiroko TAKAGI and Minoru TAKANASHI

This article describes the cognitive and motivational variables / that would have predictive

value for school dropouts. The subjects were 194 students in a commercial high school. Two
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questionnaires measuring the cognitive and motivational variables were administered at the
beginning of the first academic year. And again, one of two questionnaires was assigned to
students around the end of the first academic year. In the following three years, forty students
left school without completing their studies. We tested the differences in cognitive and
motivational variables between the dropout group and the completion group. Results showed that
students in the dropout group were lower than those of the completion group on parent's concern
with school, satisfaction with school, and group cohesion in class. Students of the dropout group

went from low to lower in a year on satisfaction with school and group cohesion in class.

Key words: dropout, successive study, parent's concern with school, motivational variables
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