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Your Gods and my Gods —— do you or I know which are the

stronger? Native Proverb

East of Suez, some hold, the direct control of Providence
ceases; Man being there handed over to the power of the Gods
and Devils of Asia, and the Church of England Providence only
exercising an occasional and modified supervision in the case

of Englishman.



This theory accounts for some of the more unnecessary

horrors of life in India... (p.195)
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Then without any warning, a Silver Man came out of a recess
behind the image of the god. He was perfectly naked in that
bitter, bitter cold, and his body shone like frosted silver, for
he was what the Bible calls ‘a leper as white as snow’. Also he
had no face, because he was a leper of some years’ standing,

and his disease was heavy upon him. (p.197)
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If the Egyptian princess Amenartas represents one Orient,
Ayesha represents another, a ‘pure’ Arabia, uncontaminated by
assimilation into a Western genealogy. Orientalism is already
therefore a divided and flexible construct here, not a monolith
of otherness. And, perhaps, precisely because of her exclusion
from the West, Ayesha in her very abstract Orientality can serve
as the West’s effective proxy in this discourse. Her despotism
functions as imperialism’s inadmissibly absolutist fantasy of its
own power, exercised over a hybrid — possibly ‘savage’ —
‘sub-Saharan Africa, and as admission of imperialism’s actual

authoritarianism.'®
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In the moonlight we could see the leper coming round the
corner of the house. He was perfectly naked, and from time th
time he mewed and stopped to dance with shadow. It was an
unattractive sight, and thinking of poor Fleete, brought to such
degradation by so foul a creature, | put away all my doubts and
resolved to help Strickland from the heated gun-barrels to the

loop‘ of twine —— from the loins to the head and back again ——

with all tortures that might be needful. (p:. 204)
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[Hle had never had any grasp of the economic forces
underlying imperial expansion. It is notable that Kipling does
not seem to realise, any more than the average soldier or
colonial administrator, that an empire is primarily a money-

making concern. Imperialism as he sees it is a sort of forcible

. . (7)
evangelising.
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When Kipling returned to England from America, he found a
large minority of people who greeted each stage of Imperial
Expansion with reluctance or even disapproval. And most
people in England were simply ignorant of the Empire. It must
have astonished Kipling coming from an India where England
was the very symbol and fountainhead of authority, order and
justice, to find a little island people for the most part ignorant

of and uninterested in their Imperial possessions. Kipling was

- . (8)
quick to pour scorn on insular complacency.
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(1) Laura Chrisman. ‘The Imperial Discourse’ pp.501-502. (in
Colonial Discourse and Post-Colonial Theory. ed. Patrick Williams

and Laura Chrisman.)
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VT ELOFEH 5.

(3) Laura Chrisman. ‘The Imperial Discourse’ p.504.
(4 N. C. Faov FJ— frer¥Fo—%] p.388.

(5) John McClure is representative of recent critics when he argues

that Kim not only repudiates racist modes of characterisation, but
also dramatises the repudiation, that it is a Utopian portrayal of
future racial harmony, and that it is perhaps a more effective
antidote to racial antipathies than any of Conrad’s works (which he
has already praised for their attacks on racist forms of

representation). (Patrick Williams: ‘Kim and Orientalism’)

(6) . . . [Tlhey could have achieved nothing, c‘ould not have

maintained themselves in power for a single week, if the normal



Anglo-Indian .outlook 'had been that of, 'say, E. M. Forster. ~Tawdry
and shallow though it is, Kipling’s is the only literary picture that
we possess of nineteenth-century Anglo-India. . . (Edward Said.

Orientalism)
(7) Georgé Orwell. ‘Rudyard Kipling.' p.126.
(8) Constantine. ‘Introduction’ of The Day’s Work. p.7.

(9) Although he had no direct connection with any political party,
Kipling‘was a Conservative, a thing that does not exist nowadays.
Those who now call themselves Conservatives are either Liberals,
Fascists or the accomplices of Fascists. He identified himself with
the ruling power and not with the opposition. In a gifted writer
this seems to us strange and even disgusting, but-it did have the
advantage of giving Kipling a certain grip on reality. (George

Orwell . ‘Rudyard Kipiing.” p.138)



