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Importance of the role of female priests in the ancient religious rituals
in Jingu (Ise Grand Shrine) and the Imperial Court

ODAIRA, Mika

This study is concentrated on the relation between the ancient religious rituals and the role of the female priests in
Jingu and the Imperial Court during 9th and 10th century AD, in Japan. Generally speaking, the role of the female
priests in the ancient shrine rituals has been regarded as conveying the words of the deities in trance : Miko*. Or their

existence had a meaning in that they were considered only “sacred children”.



B b REMBOM & (NFER)

[

i

TS

In my opinion nevertheless, according to the forms and proceedings of the religious rituals of Jingu and the Imperial
Court, it becomes clear that women played the most important role at the rituals as “female priests” (josei shinshoku) in

calling in and sending off the deities at the ceremonial places.
As the result of my analysis on the role of the female priests in the rituals, I thus conclude that the forms of the ancient
religious rituals were closely related to the particular role of the priests, and that the significance of children priestesses

also was not merely on their being sacred children but on the role which only women could play among the priesthood.

*Miko: the miko is often translated into "(female) shaman", which, in my opinion, is not adequate.
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