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I had my head in, and was about to open the lantern, when my thumb slipped upon the tin
fastening, and the old man sprang up in bed, crying out —“Who's there?”
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How, then, am I mad? Hearken! and observe how healthily — how calmly I can tell you the
whole story.
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Never before that night, had I felt the extent of my own powers — of my sagacity.

I could scarcely contain my feelings of triumph. To think that there I was, opening the door, little

by little, and he not even to dream of my secret deeds or thoughts. I fairly chuckled at the idea ;
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I knew what the old man felt, and pitied him, although I chuckled at heart.
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[1] ‘death watches’ (JEfE., JLRRTIEE 6 Bk, FFRTIIE 4 B%IZH B)

He was still sitting up in the bed, listening ; just as I have done night after night hearkening to the
death watches in the wall.
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[2] ‘hideous’

“Villains!” I shrieked, “dissemble no more! I admit the deed! — tear up the planks! here, here! —
It is the beating of his hideous heart!”
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