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In a footnote to yours of 23/ August you speak of O.T. S. having a boy!! Now when I left Ja-
pan, the child of which I was supposed to be the father was a girl, but probably the male append-
age has grown since then as such strange things do occur in Yokohama. Would you please make

a little inquiry on this subject, as [ am rather curious to know how it has come about.
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Private letter you forwarded me a mail or two ago. I don’t want these letters to come
here—tell them there is no use to write to me. I think the #10 a month I pay is quite sufficient

and don't intend to increase it. If any more letters are given you like this, say that it had better
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not be sent.
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7>, A Letter to the VERMONT SHAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION and OTHER FRIENDS WHO
HAVE BEEN INTERESTED in the Mary L. Colby Home, from Clara A. CONVERSE, Yokohama,
Japani. (JUNE 1902, printed by THE FUKUIN PRINTINGS Co., Lid., YOKOHAMA) 7% A/Mi-F121E, K
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Shall I tell you about some of them? You have already been introduced to Amy Cornes, a girl
just ten years my junior, beloved by all who know her. Her father English, her mother Japanese,
she has many of the traits of the two countries blended in her nature. She is fluent in Japanese
and ready in English. Sympathetic and tactful, every one yields to her in the sick room or in the
house of mourning. She quickly finds the secret spring to the heart of sorrow and many a tale of
woe is.poured into her ear. Apt to teach and strong to control, neat and methodical in her habits,
wise in her counsel and helpful every where. No own sister could be more-jealous for my inter-
ests, and, if sickness comes to me, my friends in America may always be assured that I have the

best care so long as she is here. (p. 10)
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Miss Yamada has the distinction of being the only member of the Japan Baptist Church who
has witnessed all its growth since the arrival of its founder, Dr. Nathan Brown, in February 1873.
She was a mere child at that time, soon coming into touch with the Brown household. Her father,
Mr. Cornes, was a young Englishman of good connections, while her mother was a worthy Japa-
nese.

Her early home was directly across the street from the Doremus Girls' School, No.212 Bluff,
Yokohama, and because “Little Amy”, as her father named her, resembled the little sister of Miss
Julia N. Crosby—one of the teachers—she became a frequent visitor at the school, often riding
with Miss Crosby in her horse-and-trap on shopping trips. When she was seven years old, her fa-
ther decided to return to England and wished to take Amy and her mother with him:; but the
Japanese relatives would not allow it, and a separation was agreed upon. Mr. Cornes, through his
firm, paid the mother an allowance until her death years afterward, and left other money for
Amy’s education and marriage.

When she was about twelve years of age, she was adopted into the family of Sir Ernest M. Sa-
tow of the British Legation in Tokyo whose wife had no children. For four years she was trained
in this strictly high-class Japanese home, attending a private school established for daughters of
the wealthy or those of high rank. Once the institution was visited by the Meiji Empress and Her
mother, and “Chiyoko” (as Amy was then called) was chosen to represent her class by reading a
five minute selection. She recalls the bathing, the hair-washing, her complete outfit of new materi-
als, and the practices for the great event.

Her special duty in that home was to attend to her father’s dress uniform, to keep its gold
braid always shining, and to hand him his plumed hat as he left for official functions.

During these four years two sons were born to Mrs. Satow, whereupon she decided to marry
Chiyoko to some suitable man. Chiyoko, however, protested, saying that she was not yet well
enough educated, and expressed a desire to go back to the Doremus School. Thus she was re-
registered as Chiyoko Yamada in her own mother’s family and was returned to Yokohama as a
pupil in the school. Miss Crosby gave her a warm welcome, saying she had prayed every day

during her absence that she might return. The experience and training of these four years in the
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Satow family have proved to be of the greatest value to Miss Yamada in all the years that have
followed, enabling her to be familiar with Japanese customs, etiquette, and even superstitions to a
degree that would have been impossible in a school conducted by Americans.

In the School atmosphere she was again known as “Amy Cornes”and dressed in Western
clothes. It was here that the writer first met her in March, 1883. She was sitting on the back row
at the Union Church Sunday evening prayer-meeting which was always held in the drawing-room
of the School. She was introduced by Mrs. Nathan Brown who said, “This is my girl, Amy.” Very
bright-eyed, cheery, with a mind of her own, she was a good scholar but in no hurry to make a
decision to become a Christian.

It was in 1885 after hearing an appeal for the Christian life by an American evangelist in the “lit-
tle chapel” of the historic Kaigan Church that she finally surrendered and was later received into
the Union Church by Dr. E. S. Booth.

She graduated in 1887 with the highest honors of her class, prepared to teach in a girls’ school.
Several positions were open to her. Her teachers urged the acceptance of one in Tokyo in an es-
tablished private school; but Mrs. Brown had invited her to cooperate with her in the home
school which she herself had started in the old, two-storied printing office at No. 67 — A Bluff,
where Dr. Brown had printed his own translation of the New Testament. He had died in 1886 and
the printing was discontinued ; a few months later Miss Clara A. Sands had gone on furlough
leaving six school girls in Mrs. Brown's care. With only this small number and no equipment as
yet and none in sight, there seemed little inducement for Amy beside that of personal regard for
Mrs. Brown. However, on thinking it all over and praying for guidance, she came to her own con-
clusion—characteristically-regarding what she believed to be God’s will. Her teacher finally con-
sented to her going, on the one condition that Mrs. Brown would say nothing to her about Bap-
tist beliefs.

At this time an incident occurred which shows her impression on those who knew her daily
life : the Japanese cook at the Doremus School asked if he might give his tribute in the form of a
dinner to the departing graduate, saying that he owed a great deal to her kindness in interpreting
for the American teacher, and in securing and translating Western recipes for him. Her cheery
humor had saved many a situation for him and he wished to show his appreciation. The result
was that he was given the use of the ladies’ dining-room, and served up the best chicken dinner
to be had in Yokohama to Amy and her five special friends.

Not only in those days but always she has shown ability in dealing with house-servants——
strict in requiring good service, but kind and considerate, thinking of ways to make them happy
so that they cheerfully do what she desires.
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Though the School was small Miss Cornes found plenty to do, teaching English and Music and
Bible, keeping the accounts, and having charge of the dormitory. Two men teachers of Japanese
subjects came afternoons.

During the autumn she witnessed a baptism by immersion for the first time, and soon asked
Mrs. Brown about it who told her of the promise to her teacher. But a guest minister was glad to
explain, giving her the Scriplure texts regarding baptism. The result was that she was immersed
at her own request by Dr. A. A. Bennett on Christmas Day, 1887, joining the Japanese Baptist
Church.
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SACRED
TO THE MEMORY OF
REV EDWARD CORNES
&

ALIDA CORNES HIS WIFE
BOTH AGED ABOUT 28 YEARY
AND EDWARD D CORNES THEIR SON
AGED ABOUT ONE YEAR
KILLED BY THE EXPLOSION OF THE STEAMER
CITY OF YEDO AT YEDO
AUG 1 1870
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