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The Eyes for Buildings of The Japanese colony times in Taiwan
— In late years why is the revival of the Shinto shrine outstanding? ——

Abstract : In today’'s Taiwan, there is a trend to reconstruct shrines built during the era of Japa-
nese colonial rule. This paper serves as the basis for discussing the background of this phenome-
non, yet it does not adopt conventional methods of conducting a field study or collecting archival
materials. Rather, two settings were selected to examine how information on Japanese shrines
has been circulated, shared and consumed.

The first setting consists of activities to promote Japanese culture and international exchange
as well as dissemination of information on Japan through commercial facilities and tourism maga-
zines featuring the country. Under such circumstances, shrines are not captured in a historical
context but instead described as a symbol of Japanese culture.

The second setting comprises social networks such as Facebook groups whose purpose is to
discuss Japanese history and where images and information on Japanese colonial rule are shared.
These groups, however, go beyond examining information of the past; they also talk about Japa-
nese rites and rituals currently performed in Taiwan. Moreover, they use the knowledge they
have acquired by participating in such ceremonies to search for images from the era.

This indicates a tendency to commingle the images of modern Japan and old Japan when it
occupied Taiwan. On Facebook, the reconstruction of shrines has been discussed in reference to
multiculturalism. This concept came into use to balance the interests of numerous tribes amid
the Taiwanese localization movement after the state's democratization, and the term has been
used in those discussions on the social network. The reconstruction of shrines itself is in question
because some people associate them with the historical legacy of forced religion. Whether Tai-
wanese people will move forward with shrine reconstruction is yet unknown, but some small
shrines have been rebuilt. Their views on Japanese culture introduced here may underlie this

phenomenon.
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