The System of phoneme in the Dialects of Luchuan
- The Maezima Dialect-
Kumiko ARAKAKI
0. Introduction

Okinawa Prefecture consists of the main island (Honto) and a chain of islands known as
the Sakishima islands. The main island is roughly divided into three parts: & (Hokubu,
the northern region), $#B(Chubu, the central region), ##$(Nanbu, the southern region).
Naha, the capital city, is located in Nanbu; and Maezima is an area of Naha. The following
description of the Ryukyu dialect is based on: Basil Hall Chamberlain’s Essay in Aid of
Grammar and Dictionary of the Luchuan Language(1895); [FiEk:E ) [ S5 T4, by
Shiro Hattori(BRERVUER 1955); Teruo Hirayama's(EILIES) [HEF S OREHHZE] (1966) ;
and Choei Kinjyo's(&3#x) I &m@keE £#%1(19749. The Shuri dialect, formerly used
by the samurai and now spoken by residents of Naha, the capital of Okinawa. More
recently, Mitsuyoshi Nohara's(8f/B =) (K S8 O H R (1983) and Uchima
Chokujin’s(AR BB =) FHH#EILE - BmEH S OB 2] )(2000) have broadened our
knowledge of the various dialects that used to be spoken by residents of Okinawa, prior to
World WarII. The Naha dialect has been much more extensively researched than other
Ryukyu dialects. The Ryukyu dialect has for some time been believed to be on the verge of
dying out. Until recently, a lot of effort has been devoted to describing dialects that are
only used by elderly residents of Ryukyu, although only a few books have been written on
the Ryukyu dialect. However, in recent years, more research material has become
available. For this research, 2 Okinawan people from Maezima were interviewed, Ms. Yoshi
Kise (1914-2003) and Ms.Yukiko Amuro (1941-todata). Further informantion on the
Maezima dialect, refer to Uchima (2000).

In this paper we have adapted and furthered some of the finding from
Chiba-University 2001 regaurding the Maezima dialect.

Due to time limitations it was not possible to describe in detiul examples for each
word. For further examples refer to Arakaki (2001).

This research was conducted thorough receiving a (Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research) from Heisei 15 fiscal year. In writing this research paper, guidance was
received from Prof.Chokujin Uchima in the field of this research. Also Ms.Tomoko
Rodriguez cooperated with me for English translation. This paper was also checked by
Mr.Vincent Torley. I would like to express my gratitude to both of them.

1. Phonological system

1.1 Phoneme
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The following 23 phonemes are accepted in the Maezima dialect.

Vowel phoneme * + i e a 0 u
Consonant phoneme * - - ?” h kgt ¢cs zrnpbm
Semivowel phoneme * - - j

Mora Phoneme - + + N Q

1.2 Mora (born in 1941 data)
The following is the pattern of morae of the Maezima dialect. (C means consonants,
S-semi vowel, V-vowel)
Ccv CSV \" CN N Q

A concrete description is as follows.

sl e ?a %0 u %a wi wa
4] [Rel [Ral [20] [2u] [?jal [2wil [?wal
i ‘e ’a Ko u ja ’jo ju wi ‘'wa
(il le] [al [o] [ul Gal ol [jul [wil [wal
(i fjel [wul

hi he ha ho hu hya

[¢il (hel [hal [hol [dul [cal

ki ke ka ko ku kju kwi kwe kwa
kil [ke] [(kal [ko] [kul [kjul [kwi] [kwe] [kwal
gi ge ga go gqu gwi gwa
[gi] [gel [gal [go] I[gul [gwil [gwal
ti te ta to tu

[t [tel [tal [tol  [tu]

ci ce ca cjo cju

[tfil [tfel [tfal [tfo]l  [tful

si se sa S0 su

[fi] [se] [sal [sol [sul

zi ze za Z0 zZu

[dzi] [dze] [dzal [d30] [d3ul

ri re ra ro ru

[ril  [re] [ral [ro]l [rul

[di] [de] [dal [do]l [dul

ni ne na no nu

[nil [ne] [nal [no] [nul
93 (2)




pi pe pa po pu
[pi] [pe] [pal] [po] [pul

bi be ba bo bu bjo
[bil [bel [bal [bol [bul [bjol
mi me ma mo mu

[mi] [me] [ma]l [mo] [mu]
i e a o u

[ [ [z] [ [

N [:z]

N [?m ?n]

N [m n g nl
Qlkt tf s fpl

1.3 Concrete examples and phonetic features

1.3.1 Vowel

A vowel forms a mora by combining with other consonants or semi vowels. Concrete
examples are shown bellow.

i shows phonological oppositions to other vowels such as [ni :n]J& % %), ne:n] (&
V")  and this is shown as follows.
Rifil (7). Ritfil (). [mimi (F). [mi] (B). [Punil (F). Wil GB). [Rafil (7).
[gai] (BMY), [firamu n] (=)

e shows phonological oppositions to other vowels such as [ne :n] (&), ni:n](&E X
%) and this is shown as follows.
[he:fil (7). [Rige:] (hik®). [gitfe:] (48)

a shows phonological oppositions such as [d3a :(#), [d3w](&) and this is shown as
follows.
[asal (Bx&), [afil (7F). [tagersu n] F¥). [maki:nl(&iF3), [firamu n] (R
Te). [sakko:bil (L2-<9)

o shows phonological oppositions such as [dzo](F8). [dzul(E).
[omw:] (#F). (hortfa:] (B2T)

u shows phonological oppositions such as [dzwl(Z). [dzo:(F5).
[?uta]l (). [uduttfu] (KA). [susui n] (<)

As mentioned above, although a vowel combines with other consonants or semi
vowels and forms a mora, a vowel alone is able to form a mora. It is a so-called long

vowel. In this point, a long vowel has the character as mora phoneme. Examples of each
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vowel are as follows.
i [2id (8). [i:] (#). i:] (GB). [maki:nl(&iT3)
[te: pa] (TT#K). [kerrita n] (A7), [fibane:i n] (FxHT)
[a: (). [tawgesu n] FH¥). [ma:sul (F)
[sod (5). [sakko:bil (L2-< 9), [guso] (4)
[ou:] (M), kjwl (B). [tful (5 H). [kudzu] (E4F)

£ © P ©

1.3.2 Consonant

? shows phonological oppositions such as [?ja :1(#7272), [a:] (%) . ?appearsby
combining with mainly semi vowel and Hatsuon (Hameruon).
[Rasal (HR), Rid (B). [nni] (). [?nnadzi] (88) . Rja 1B 7%27), Rwa JEK)

* shows phonological oppositions such as [ja:l (F). [?ja:J(#77%). * appears by
combining with mainly semi vowel and Hatsuon (Hameruon) and vowel.
atful (%<). [majugil (B). [umil (&). [fiwal (LE). [ntfal (&7, *). [mun]

(B~9). [tul (B)

h shows phonological oppositions such asfhanal(f£). [?ana] (70) .
[he:fil (§§F). [he:] (#8). [ha:ma] (). [hanil(F)). [hanarail (£-72h). [harul ().
[hatfa:](#). [harakal (#). [haja] (3¥). [harin] (BN 5). [ho:tfa:] (BT). [ho:tul (h8).
[katfiho:i n] (B H#F)

k is non-laryngealization sound and shows phonological oppositions such as[ku:](§).
[qu] (&) .
[ki:] (K). [kidzi] (#8). [kudzul (FE4). [kumil CK). [ke:i n] (&3). [kunu] (Z®),
[ka:l G+F)

g shows phonological opposition such as [qu] (). [kul().
[gita:] (FEBED). [gudsw] (E+). [suguin] (B3). [gamaku]l (f%). [go :gutfi] (F&
%), [matfi gi] (BEE)

t is a non-laryngealization sound. It shows phonological oppositions such as
[tukul(#8) and [ruku] (F). [ti)(F) and [ni: ] GB) .
[tabaku] ((EE), [katami:] (F B). [kutubal (E%). [tatami]l (&). [tui] (&)

r shows phonological oppositions such as [re :J(ft4) and [ne:] (R) .
(iri] (78). [saru:] (%). [iru] (&)
Although [d] is observed like [de :J(ft4&) as a concrete sound, [d] and [r] are considered
to have the relation of a free variation since [re :] is observed as well.

¢ shows phonological oppositions such as [tfi J(f1). [d3zi :J(5).
[tfe :saja :] (k7=). [itfil (m8F). [tfore:] (BB). [tfimil ON). [mutfil (8F). [tful

(48)
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s shows phonological oppositions such as [2n:sul (3%1) and [?n:dzul G&).
[kusa] (%), [2asaban] (B&). [fiba] (F). Rafil (iF). [susul (#B). [sabatfil ().
[finfi:] (5&4). [ferku] (KI). [nife:] (F4E)
z shows phonological oppositions such as [d3i :J(F). [tfi :](fn).
[dzimami ] (FFE4). [d3i ] (8%) . [Pamadzaki]l (). [dza:] (B). (kudzul (FHE),
[Padzi:] (8%). [sakadsitfil ($F)
n shows phonological oppositions such as [ni:] (##) and [ti:1(F).
[nil (%) . [izn] (Fx3). [na:kal ()
p is a non-laryngealization sound. It shows phonological oppositions such as
[me:](fR) and [pe:] (%) .
[kumpirakasu n] (B&Ai&T). [tfimpe: ] (®). [papaja: ] (/%A %), [popo] (R—R
—). Rippu:l (—%)
b shows phonological opposition such as [be:](f%) and [me:] (£R) .
[kandaba:]l (3#). [ban] (&). [2i:bi]l (&), [bo:] (). [2ibil (EE). [Pwbil ()
m shows phonological opposition such as [me:] (£%) and [pe:] (%) .
[matfigi] (88). [majugil (B=%). [namamu n] (EH D), [mi] (). [mumu] Hk)

1.3.3 Semi Vowel

j shows phonological opposition such as [jatfun J(§E< ) and [watfun] (8<) . There
were no findings for [je] and [ji] .
famal (1), [jukal (5K). [ail (48)

w shows phonological opposition such as [watfun] (&<) and [jatfun]®E<) but
there are only few examples.

[warabil (45, [wutul(R). [ww:dzi] (BHEZE)

1.3.4 Mora phoneme

N shows phonological opposition such as [ti n](X) and [ti:] (F) . N forms mora by
combining with the consonant, or independently.
[?mmal (5). [ntfal (+). [doigul (EE). [hambu n] (3#4%))

Q shows phonological opposition such as [?i:tfil (&) and [?itfil{T8F). The example of
a Sokuon (Hameru on) is shown below.
[Rippe: 1 (FEE D). [ttful (N). [giffi]l (). [wassa n] (W), [rikkal (&&., 72
5). Rittu] (—24)

v shows phonological opposition such as [ti:] (¥) and [ti n](X) . The example of a
long sound is shown below.

Gu:i:n] Eh3). [ujue] GV, [ba:ki] (§8). [bo:] (#). [2u:ku] (8)
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2 Phoneme correspondence

The correspondence relation between Standard Japanese (common language) and
the Maezima dialect is as follows. In addition, a relation with classic Japanese has
been provided. The example of a word is described as [concrete sound] (correspondence

word. meaning).

2.1 Vowel

Hereafter, correspondence relations of vowels will be shown
Figurel
Common Language Vi A 4 s 7
Maezima Onset ‘a ’i 'u 1 u
Medial - Ending — = == = —

7 of standard Japanese corresponds to [?a] of the Miyara dialect.
Ramil (). [Rakal (7). Rakiin] (BAT3). [Ragin] (LiF'5). [Radzal (&), [Rafil
(7). [2ami] (@) .
A4 corresponds to [i].
Rikutfil (\W<2), Risanvjal (BEFDFK). Rital (R). Ritfil (Vo). Rifil (R). [Ritfil
(B). [ige:] (zpw) .
7 corresponds to [?ul.
[ufil (&), [Rufil (F). Ruta] (FK). [usadsil (R)
Also, there is the example in which 7 becomes /7N/.
[Pnnadzil (88). [?mmi] (%)
= corresponds to [jil.
bi n] ). i ). il W), fji:jun] (%3)
Also, there is the example in which = becomes [i].
[?irabu n] (B%). [2ibil (%)
# corresponds to [?ul.
[utdl ). Duguttfu]l (BIFOE, KA). [utuge] (BE ) .

2.2 Continuant vowel
Although synizesis of continuant vowels occur in many areas of the Ryukyu dialect,
there are many examples in which synizesis are not seen in the Maezima dialect.
The example of synizesis
[0 :pe ] (k). [ed@D). [he:fil(&F). [meisu n]0ALT). [fekul (KI). [de:kuni)
(KB). [he:d (R). [memitfil(#ER) . Raka:l (R). [so:] (&), Rorul (F\»)
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The example of non-synizesis

Figure2

Common
TANTO | TH | 7T | T= A%
Language

vA

v

) k)

Maezima 'ee | ’00 ’00 aa ee

E}

u

ii

uu

00

When a vowel overlaps, the following long vowels are formed.

The example which 7 A becomes [e :] was seen.
[ne: n] (%2\))
The example which 7 7 (>7 ) becomesl(o :lwas seen.
[20:dzun] (5, BL)
7 # becomes [o 3.
[so:] (%), [no:sunl] (E¥). [no:sun] (G&5¥)
Also, there is the example in which 7% becomes [a :].
[Pa:sal (bkx, BE)
7 = becomes e :].
[uke : ] (3%)
A # becomes [ul.
[ma:su] (L, ¥K)
7 4 becomes [i:].
[d3u: fi] (BEXR).
Also 7 3 becomeslu:].
[tfu:sa n] (G&VN)
Moreover, the example in which # 7 becomes [o:].
[do:gu] GEE)

2.3 Consonant
#4T consonant

Figure3

Common Language b * 7 r

Maezima Onset

ka ci ku ki

Medial - Ending

ku

7 becomes [ka] at the onset and the medial.

[kabil(#). [kani] (#). [gikai nlCt2). [hakai n] (§13). [nakal(ff)

There is an example that 7 at the onset changes into [gal .
[gani] (%)

There is also an example used as [tfa).

(7
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[itfal (R
% becomes [tfilat the onset and the ending.
[tfimu] (FF). [tfin] (Z&, EF®). [tfibal (GF). [satfi] (5E) .
There is also an example used as [kil.
[ki:] (K). [kid3i] ()
7 becomes [ku] at the the onset and the ending.
[kumu] (£). [kusu] (3£). [kudzi](87). [¢a:ku] (&)
4 becomes [ki .
kil (#). [kibuil (). [tfikimun] &%), [sakil GB). (wu:kilG#).
[kiritubasu n] (BtY FiZ$). [maki:n] (BT 3). [dakil*#)
22 becomes [ku] at the onset and the ending.
[kw: ](#). [nukudziri] $8). [hakul (5). [taku] ()
Next, 37 becomes [tfo].
[tfo: de:l (5235)
Also ¥ 3 7 (#7) becomes [tfu:l. 3 = 7 becomes [kju].
[tha:l (4 8). [kju:l (1B)

H4T consonant

Figure4

Common Language b * v v =

Maezima Onset . = = gu
< : ga a -

Medial - Ending gu gl —

77 become[galat the onset and the medial
[gadzan] (80 . [gapku:] (EE). [kaga n](9). [nigai n]l (FEH)
¥ becomes [d3il.
[d3iri] (3532). [mudzil (¥). [kudzil (§7). [Rusadzil (R). [20:d3i]l (&). [2unadsi] (48).
[nukudziri] (#8)
2 becomes [gul.
[do: qu] GEE)
%" becomes [gil.
[hagin] EiFf%). [maginl (#i5). [nagin] (&F3)
the example that % becomes [dzi] is seen.
[gidzil (%8)
= becomes [gu] at the onset and the medial
[guso:] (%), [guri:]l (#8%L. #L). [gumbo : [(4%)
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#47 consonant

Figureb

Common Language A v A + v

Maezima Onset

sa si su si su

Medial « Ending

¥ becomes [sal at the onset.

[sata:] (Wo¥E). [sakil (). [kysasa:n] (R\)). lkusarin] (Bi3). [hasa n] (8.
[?asasa n] (V). [Paisal (HFBX). [kusal (E)

< becomes [fil.

[fibal (&F). [fimal(&). [firul Gt). [ufil (&), [tufil &), [hafi] ). [fimin] &
w5). [ifl (F)
A becomes [su].
[susul (38). [susui n] (B3, #<). [nusumun]G&ie) . [kusuil(E)
There are examples used as [fil at the onset and the medial.
[isfil (8. DRufil ()
There are examples used as [¢i] at the onset.
lgiti:n] (F&TH)
* becomes [fi] at the onset.
Rafil (7F). [kufil B [kafi:] (0B, FEV) .

~ becomes [su] at the onset and the medial.

[suri] (##). [suin] (B13). [sumiin] (B 3). [nsul (BKME). [kusul ()

L% - ¥ 3 become [sa] [so], the example that don’t palatalize is seen with ¥ - > 3.
[basammal (F#EHK, HH). Risanujal (EFEDFE). [so:gwatfil (EEA). [guso:] (&%)
[sanfi n] (Z%#). [basa:] (&%)

¥ = become [d3ul.

[d3wbaku] ()

#4T consonant

Figure6

Common Language va D4 by £ 8

Maezima Onset . . .
za zi zi bal zZu

Medial * Ending

¥ becomes [dzal.
[dza:] (). [gadza n] (40). [?adzal (&)

< becomes [d3i] at the onset and the endingl.
[ko:dzi]l (). [tudzi] (T, &)
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A becomesl[dsi].
[midzi]l (k). [mimidzi] (H%9). [kidsil (). [d30:dzil (EF)
¥ becomes [dzil.
[udzi n] (B8). [kadzil (B
" becomes [dzul.
[kudzul (F%). [ndzul (&)
77 becomes [d3ul.
[dzu: fi] (GExR)
¥ 3 becomes [d30].
[d30:dzil (EF). [tindzo:] (K3}H)

# 47 consonant

Figure7
Common Language 5 7= D T k
Maezima Onset ) . )

ta c1 c1 t1 tu
Medial + Ending

# becomes [ta] at the onset, the medial.
[ta:] (). [dakil (F1). [kaita] (). [katami](5 B)
F becomesl|tfi] at the onset and the ending.
lefi:] (FL). [efi:] (fw). [tfikaral (57). [mutfil &), [mitfil G&)
* becomes [tfi].
[tfinu] (). [tfinal (H@51%). [tfimil (N). [tfikimu n] (&%). [mutfikasa n ]G LY.
[itfitfi] (F-2). [maxtfil (#). [matfigil (). [tfimi] UN). [fitfimu o] (BZe). [tfithu
n] (&)
There is an example used as [¢i] at the onset, the medial.
[¢itimiti] (2 & T, #)
7 becomes [ti] at the onset.
[ti n] (R). [tindzo:] (K#H). [ti:] (F). [asat] A% R). [gitimit] (D& T, &)
k becomes [tu] at the onset and the ending
[tuil (8). [tfil¢E). [tumain] (BE ) . [tudzun] BF<), Ritfukul (FEREB). [utul
€7)
There is an example that k7 becomes [ta :].
[sa:ta:] (W%E)
% becomes [tfu:].
[katfu:] ()
>3 becomes [tfo : ].
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[tfu:sa n] (G&W)
F+ becomesltfal.
[tfa:] (%), [tfawa n] (FEBE)

#4T consonant
Figure8
Common Language & 72 K
Maezima Onset —

da du
Medial « Ending di

# becomes /da/ at the onset, the medial and the ending.
[damai n] (8%). [haraka]l(@®. [minaral (&), [ural (%)
7 becomes /di/.
[diki:n] (H5). [suril (%)
K becomes [du] at the onset and the ending.
[duku] (). [durul@®)
There is an example used as [do] at the onset.
[do:gu]l GER)

74T consonant

Figure9
Common Language 3 = X X J
Maezima Onset . nu )

na ni ni nu
Medial - Ending N

7 becomes [na] at the onset, the medial and the ending.
[mimara] (&), [nami] (&), [na:] (%). [hanadzi] (&ifn). [hana] (&), [hana] (F£)
= becomes [nil .
il @), [nifil (2L, 4b). [me:nitfil (&H). [gani (%)
There are exampled that — becomes Hatsuon (Hameruon) at the onset and the ending.
[ndzasa:n] (FVY). [d3i n] (88)
= becomes[mi: Jat the onset.
[mi:sa n] (FLVY
X becomes [nu] at the onset.
[nunu]l (#A). [oui n] (&5)
X carries out apocopate at the ending.
[2in] (R). [tfin]l (2, E®)
2 become [ni] at the onset and the ending.
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[nitfi] (#). [nindzun]@E3). [ni:guil (R->2). [punil(B). [sani] (F&)
/ becomes [nu] at the onset and the ending.
[nwri:] (). [numu n] &) [tfinul (A). [nukudsziri] ($8). [tanumu n] (#&%e). [nunul
(#5)

~fT consonant

Figurel0

Common Language /N = 7 ~ R

Maezima Onset
Medial - Ending
2~ corresponds to [ha] fundamentally.
[haku}(58) . [hafi] (#). [ha:] (). [hanal (§&)
t becomes [gil.
[girul (B). [gi:] (R). [gidzi] (F). [cidzail (&)
7 becomes [$u] in the onset and the medial. However, there are few examples at the

ha hi hu hi hu

medial.
[pujul (&), [pui n]EES). [puni] (#). [u:duru BEE. AB). [Pufil (&Eh). [Putal
(&)
The example from which 7L becomes [ho :] was also seen.
[pui n] (B 2iX7)
~ becomes|[¢il.
[gi:] (R)
7 becomes [pu] at the onset and the medial.
[puni] (B). [pui nlGEB). [Pu ] F). [Pufil (B). [pumiin] FE®HS). Ruduttfu]
(BIZVE, KA)
There is an example that £ + becomes [gal.
[¢a: kul (&)

/34T consonant

Figurell

Common Language N e 7 ~ B

Maezima Onset . = =
- - ba bi bu

Medial « Ending bi bu

/% corresponds to [bal.
[basa:]l (E%). [ba n] (). [basammal(FEE). [d3wbuku] (EF). [tabaku] (FEE).
[tfi:ba]l (GF)
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£ becomes [bil.
[2akubil (&f#). [na:bil (88). [wbil ()
7 becomes [bu].
[kwbul (B#A). [hambu n] (¥43). [kibuil (iF&b, f&F)
There is an example that 7 becomes /N/.
[?anda] (i)
~ becomes [bil.
[nabi] (58)
A becomes [bul
[so: kibunil (BE)
There are examples that "7 becomes [bo :].
[bo:] (#). [gumbo:] (4£%)

<~ 4T consonant

Figurel2

Common Language i N 2 A 5

Maezima Onset

ma mi mu mi mu

Medial * Ending

- becomes [ma] at the onset, the medial and the code posision.
[ma:tfi] (#). [matfun] (%<). [kamal (£8). [kurumal(®). [fimal (&)
I becomes [mil at the onset.
[mimi] (). [mifin] (R€3). [mimidzil (A#&7T)
There are also examples of vowel elision at the onset, the medial and the code.
[ntfal (#7z, +). [kannail (). [sanfi n] (Z8k#). Ramil (#8). [hasa n] (&)
There is an example used as [bi] at the ending.
[kabil (#%)
A becomes [mul.
[mural (). [mufi] (&), [mudzi] (). [muku] (#&). [mutfikasan] (FE L"), [fidzimu
n] (itze)
There are also examples of vowel elision at the onset.
[nnil (#9). [2mbusu n] &)
2 becomes [mi] at the onset and the ending.
[mi:] (B). Rimi] (&), [kami] (%)
£ becomes [mu].
[munu] (#). [ki:pumumu] #K). [kwa: muja:] (F5F). kumu] (8). [tfimu] (FF)
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+4T consonant

Figurel3

Common Language ¥ i3 3

Maezima Onset . A ju
- Jja Ju

Medial * Ending —

¥ becomes [ja] at the onset and the ending.
Gatfun] (Be<). [ujal (#)
= becomes [jul at the onset and the ending.
jubo n] (#85). [u:d (B). Pupul (%)
There is also example used as [jo] at the ending.
[majugi] (8)
3 becomes [jul.
umil] (%). [majunakal ). [urul (R). [ju:tfi] (W)
3 7 become [jo:] [jul.
jossarn] (33vY). [joi n] (353)

74T consonant

Figure14

Common Language 7 Y V% v =]

Maezima Onset = — =
- - ra ru

Medial - Ending ’i ri ru

Examples of 7 correspond to [ral and only found the medial and the ending.
[daku] (%). [garasa:](®). [jagarasa n] (FEHH V), [kura] (&),

(52)

Y becomes [i] at the ending.

[hajal (3F). [tural

[bail (81). [nail (%29, £). [ul(EH) . [Raiko:] (#). [kibui] (F)

JL becomes [rul.
[kurumal (). [saru] (%), [fira]Gt+)
L becomes [ril.
[Pari] (HA). [kuri] (Zh)
o becomes [rul.
[2iru]l (). [durul (B). [u:puru]l (BB)
Examples that 7 7 has a sound change to [kkwa].
[makkwal (£t)

81 (14)




747 consonant

Figurel

Common Language U =+ 7

’” ‘u
L)

Maezima Onset
wa
Medial - Ending = ’ju

7 becomes [wa] at the onset and the medial.
[watfil (). [wakai n] ($322%). [kawai n]ZE»3), [fuwain] (K 5), [tfawa n]
(%B8). [fiwal (38, 0B, [warabi]l (D HRZ, /HEF)
It omits at the medial and the ending.
[ma:il (£09), [ka:l (&)
Classical Japanese ¥ becomes [ji] .
Gi:n] (b5, #5), il (FH)
Classical Japanese 7 becomes [wul.
[wutu] (-, K). [wudzi] (X, #K). wun] (E3). [wuin] (#3)
There is an example that 7 becomes [ju].

jinagul (%722, &), Riju (&)

2.4 Hatsuon ( Hameruon * #3)
As for Hatsuon, it also serves as Hatsuon in this dialect.
[hambu n] (¥4%). [gagkw] GERE). [ti n](XK)

2.5 Sokuon (Tsumaruon - {£%)

As for Sokuon( Tsumaruon), it also serves as Sokuon (Tsumaruon)in this dialect.

[tippu :] (8kFE)

3. Comparison
3.1 Mora (born in 1915)

pel e ?a 20 u a wi wa
Qi [Rel Ral [20] [ul [%al [wil [2wal
’1 e a Ko} ‘u ja ’jo ju ‘Wi ‘wa
G [l [al [o] [ul Gal  Gol [jul [wil [wal
Gl Gel [wul
hi he ha ho hu hja
il [h bhal _[h u [¢al
[§i] [Pl [pal

15 &0



ki ke ka ko ku
[ki] [kel [kal (ko] [kul
gi ge ga g0 gu
[gi] [ge] [gal [go]l I[gul
ti te ta to tu
[ti] [te] [tal [to]l  [tul
ci ce ca cjo cju
[tfi] [tfe] [tfal [tfol  [tful
si se sa 80 su
(il [se] [sal [so]l [sul
z1 ze za Z0 zZu
[dzi] [dze] [dza] [d30] [d3ul
ri re ra ro ru
[ri] [re] [ra] [rol [rul
[di] [de] [dal [do] [dul
ni ne na no nu
[ni] [ne] [(nal] [mo]l [nul
pi pe pa po  pu
[pil [pel] [pal [pol [pul
bi be ba bo bu
[bil [be] [bal [bol [bul
mi me ma mo mu
[mi] [me] [mal [mo] [mu]

i e a o u

[ I E [:] [l [l

N [:] N [?m )

3.2 Mora (born in 1941)

pit % ?a 20 u
il (2] [Ra] [20] [2ul
1 e a ’0 u
[i] el [al [o] [u]
Gil  Gel [wul
hi he ha ho hu

1 he ha ho
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kju kwi kwe kwa

[kjul [kwi] [kwe] [kwal
gwi gwa
[gwil [gwal
bjo
[bjol
N [m n g n] Qlkt tf s Jpl
Ya wi wa
[?jal [?wil [?wal
ja ’jo Jju wi ’wa
Gal  [jol [ul [wil [wal
hja
[¢al




ki ke ka ko ku kju kwi kwe kwa
[ki] [kel [kal (ko]  [kul [kjul [kwil [kwe] [kwal
gl ge ga go gu gwi gwa
[gi] [gel [ga] [go] I[gul [gwil [gwal
th te ta to tu
[ti] [tel [tal [tol  [tul
ci ce ca cjo cju
[tfil [tfel [tfal  [tfol  [tful
si se sa ) su
(5il [fe] [sal [sol  [sul
zi ze za Z0 zZu
[dzi]l [dze] [dzal [dzo] [d3ul
ri re ra ro ru
[ril [rel [ral [ro]l [rul
[di] [de] [dal [do] [dul
ni ne na no nu
[ni] [pe]l] [nal [nol [nul
pi pe pa po pu
pi] [pel [pal Ipol [pul
bi be ba bo bu bjo
[bil] [be] [ba] [bo] [bul [bjol
mi me ma mo mu
[mi] [mel [ma] [mo]l [mul
i e a o u
L [l G
~N [:] N [?m ?n] N [m n g n] Qlkt tf s §pl

4. Conclusion

I have researched the Maezima dialect and in conclusion would like to sum up the
major points.
4.1 The feature of the phonetic system

4.1.1 The Maezima dialect has five vowels: [il[e][a][o][u].

4.1.2 Laryngeal is seen in the Maezima dialect. In other words in the Maezima

dialect system the distinction between the aspirated and unaspirated sounds is lacking. '

an 78



4.2 The feature of the phonetic correspondence

4.2.1 The distinction of between [i] and [e] as found in the common-language is lost
and in the Maezima dialect is combined to become [i]. Moreover, the distinction of [u]
and [o] of the common-language is combined to become [u]. (Fig.1)

4.2.2 7717 consonants are basically /k/, but ¥ becomes /ci/ at the onset. (Fig.3)

4.2.3 ¥1T consonants are basically /s/. 3 + 2 + ¥ has a sound change to /si/. (Fig.5)

4.2.4 Y47 consonants are basically /z/. X - ¥ has a sound change to /zi/. (Fig.6)

425 All 1T consonants become /h/. (Fig.10)

4.2.6 74T consonants become basically /w/. But,#+ has a sound change to /i/.
(Fig.15)
4.3 The feature of the mora

4.3.1 Mora(born in 1915) has [$i] [pe] [$a] sounds,but Mora(born in 1941) don’t use
it.(3.1,3.2) Here, the system of the speaker of 1941 born is described. As a result, it was
found out that 4 out of 1,037 words had disappeared compared with the 1915 system.
[piz) (k). [Pibazfi] (k2. [ditfer] (A). [didzige:] (Ft) are the 4 words that disappeared.

From now I wish to proceed with a comparative study of the dialect system between

the Maezima dialect and that of the surrounding regions in Ryukyu.
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