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“HAIKAIJURON BENHISHO”
— a Commentary on “HAIKAIJURON”

Yasuyuki Nakamori
Eri Nagata

Abstract

“HAIKAIJURON,” written by Shiko, who is known as a controversialist among
Basho's disciples, made a great contribution to the propagation of “Shofu Haikai” in
the Edo period. Shiko and his disciples had been giving lectures on “HAIKAIJURON"
all over Japan throughout that period in order to teach ordinary people Haikai.

However, “HAIKAIJURON’ had been too difficult for us to understand and explicate
for readers today. Moreover, we had only two explications of “HAIKAIJURON'—both
published in Edo period (‘JURONIBENSHO" and “JURONHATSUMO’)—from which
to work with. Although we tried to explicate “HAIKAIJURON”, there had been too few
sources related to “Mino-ha” (Shiko’s group), thus far.

In this paper, we are going to introduce and reprint the book called “HAIKAIJURON
BENHISHO’. 1t is a transcript of a lecture on “HAIKAIJURON". After analyzing this
text, we found that all annotations were very close to Shiko's original theory. As a
result, we concluded that this work is very important in understanding
“HAIKAIJURON” and the actual situation surrounding Shiko’s lectures. In other
words, it might be consider another “JURONIBENSHO”. We are convinced that
“HAIKAIJURON BENHISHO' has been of great use in understanding “HAIKAIJURON’
easily.
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