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ABSTRACT

In this paper, we conduct a survey of an economic ripple effect of the North
Kanto Highway (NKH). This study constitutes a part of a comprehensive research
about the ripple effect of the NKH. This paper plays a subsidiary role in the regional
econometric model.

We conduct a questionnaire survey of the residents and major companies in
Tochigi prefecture. The purpose of this paper is to analyze their awareness and
expectations of the NKH. A representative sample of 5,000 people and 1,200
companies in Tochigi prefecture is asked about the NKH. Based on the telephone
and company directories, we used the random sampling method. A mail
questionnaire was sent to residents and enterprises. We made cross tabulations
classified the survey data by region (10 classes), manicipalitiy (49 classes), age (7
classes), employee level (7 classes), and capital level (7 classes). The statistical tests
are applied to the data.

The three conclusions of our survey are summarized as follows:

i) The North Kanto Highway and its route projects are well known to residents and
major enterprises in Tochigi prefecture.

ii) Over 90 percent of the people considers making use of the North Kanto Highway
and their main purposes are sightseeing and leisure. Over 95 percent of companies
considers making use of the North Kanto Highway and their purposes are business,
especially, transportation.

iii) The residents expect increase in visitors to Tochigi prefecture and expansions of
opportunity for employment. On the other hand, the expectations of major enterprises
are performance of transportation network and accessibility to neighboring prefectures.
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