Teaching Asian Languages in English-Speaking Countries
——The Experience of a Japanese Teacher

Taking a Chinese Class at Bond University in Australia——

Yumiko Yoshimura

This paper describes and discusses the experiences of a native speaker and teacher of Japanese taking
a class in Mandarin Chinese at Bond University in Queensland, Australia,

The class taken was a comprehensive beginning-level class. It met six hours a week for a total of
twelve weeks. All the four basic skills received attention. The approximately twenty students in the class
had diverse backgrounds. Some were native speakers of Australian English. Others were native speakers of
Asian languages, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Cantonese Chinese, etc.

As a language teacher Yoshimura found the class intriguing and fascinating. Two of her observations
are particularly germane for language teachers. Both positive and negative interference from the learners’
native languages were observed. Phonological and grammatical interference, as would be expected, were
most prevalent. Less common, but perhaps more interesting, was the transfer of Chinese characters.
Although Japanese and Chinese both employ Chinese characters, there are differences between them.
Some characters are written the same way; others are written differently; and sometimes the same
characters have different meanings. The character for daughter in Japanese, for example, is the one used
for mother in Chinese. She also noted that how learners responded to different teaching approaches and
techniques varied with the native languages they spoke. How comfortable learners were with the method of
evaluation used in the class also varied with the native languages of the learners.

Yoshimura feels her observations could be particularly relevant both for Japanese theachers teaching
classes of learners with different linguistic and cultural backgrounds and for Chinese teachers teaching

Japanese learners.
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) B @ k&
Holding breath Releasing breath

b[pI DM, &S, HEE, WEEH, DERWMSE BANE, #SWERNH. BEA
3ho

b [p] is a bilabial unaspirated voiceless plosive. It is produced by pressing the lips together, keeping

the breath in the mouth, and then opening the mouth to let the air out with a pop. It is unaspirated and the
vocal cords do not vibrate.

pp AU, RS, HEE. RERLMbXE L, RRSBANEH, EERRD,

p [p‘] is a bilabial aspirated voiceless plosive. The position and manner of articulation are the same as

those of b, but the breath is puffed out strongly. It is aspirated and the vocal cords do not vibrate.
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Basin Bin, Bay Ba (eight) JAN béi (north) it

C haTs, peTS Cai (vegetables) 3 v

CH CHurch, CHart CHi(tea) PaS CH{ (late) iR

D Day, Dick Da (big) X Dan (egg) 1=}

F Fade, Far Fang (square) Vil Féi (fly) X
(UATHE)
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b béi ‘white’, as p in ‘spare’

p pa ‘fear’, like the p in ‘pie’, but with strong aspiration
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mountains (fl, - IJJ

the moon ﬁ - H

the sun O - H

water ’\S') - “l
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ﬂ} (well, good) Z}'LC (woman) +F (man)
The relation between man and woman should be good.
Ik (younger sister) =1 (woman) + . (two) + I (small)
My sister is two years younger.
fC (busy) = T (man) + L= (desk)
busy man
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; V= g o I read a letter.

FORmEGT CF
LU, AFR - OSSN & AR L3RS,

#® = A& Ao 1 am a Japanese.
BT ‘BEAN

it = B4 Ao He is a Japanese.
‘B CTd “BAAN

fitf = FZA Ao They are Japanese.

44?&‘511 “T‘j‘” “EZ’:)\"
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i = BAE Ao He is a Japanese.
U{&” “T‘;_a_" “ B $A"
i = HA A 15 ?  Is he a Japanese?

‘T "HAAN Y
BRI B ORI L SEETH 5,

i = HAA He is a Japanese.
“f&" “,(\-“g." 4 E K}\”
it & AEA ? What country is he from?
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fit b FREA ? * W EZOEOATT,
‘wOTeT “YZoEON
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