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The Possibility of [Das Prinzip Leben]
—Hans Jonas

TAKAHASHI, Takeo

Abstract
The attempt to extract true concept of Philosophy of Hans Jonas from his book “Das Prinzip
Leben” and pursue how we can develop abundant philosophical ideas from referring Jonas’s

thinking.

In this book, Jonas said if he was asked the question of life “What is the meaning of this
adventure?” he would answer “life is merely in danger originally”. Although the Philosophical
definition of life can be diverse, the matter Jonas has to deal with in this book is objective
form of life is self-interpretation of life as our self-reflection he says. Organism (by
metabolism,

sense, movement, emotion, perception, imagination, spirit etc.) adapt itself towards world
requirement (environment) . Therefore, in the book “Das Prinzip Leben”, Jonas mentions
about moral, metaphysics as well in order to

research Life.

This paper attempts to make it clear that among arguments of Jonas, how he emphasizes
truth in human’s life. And I would like to research how we can be free from his philosophy
or developing philosophical ideas through his work and how we can affirm our life 100%
positively by our own philosophical ideas to make this world more abundant in meaning or

view.

The purpose of this research is to show the theme of this paper (image of what is human)

and by doing so, to show how can we make our world abundant in meaning or view by
examining Jonas's philosophy from both good side and bad side. And I suppose that after
the examination of his thoughts, we will be able to develop philosophical ideas more

affirmatively.
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