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Nine Beads on a Thread

Variations for String Quartet

by Tim Chanter

Duration: 19 minutes




Nine Beads on a Thread - Performance Notes.

Nine Beads on.a Thread is a set of variations intended to be as diverse as posslble
in terms of texture, tempo and intonation. It is important to bring out these
differences to the greatest possible extent, so that each variation sounds fresh.-
By contrast, the unifying elements of the variations (the four-note pitch sef upon
which each is based, and the cross-references to each in the central section of its
antecedent) are compositional devices only. They are not intended to be
interpreted in any performance sense.

T have used ordiriary accents (along with the quaver-beaming) primarily to
delineate the rhythmic structures - they are not intended to be overly pronounced.
The marcato and sforzando marks are to be attacked vigorously.

Pause briefly between variations. '

Variation 1

This serves as a short, fast, introduction

The obsessively repeated discords must be played with an unremitting gmﬁy
intensity

Dynamic contrasts, as marked, are exfremely important in this variation

Variation 2

The second variation is profoundly calm in tempo, harmony and texture.
Ensure that the repecn‘ed long notes are attacked wn‘h clarity in order that the
cross- rhythms are distinct

Variation 3

The outer sections should feel light and crisp.-

Play as fast as possible, but maintain clear articulation throughout. The forte-
pianos are not intended to be too strong accented.

The cello part in the central section should be played with lavish rubato (in the
style of the following variation)

Variation 4

The cellist and 1*' violinist have clear solos in the first and last sections
respectively, and these should be played with expressive rubato. Do not rush the
fast notes or grace notes, but play in a drawn-out fluid style.

The very brief central section, by contrast, must be played with mechanical
strictness.

Variation 5

As per normal canonical practice, the 8 bar subject (initially played in The first 8
bars by the second violin) should be brought out each time it is repeated

The intended feel is one of resolute purposefulness - do not play too fast.

The grace notes ahead of the two final very loud chords shouid be played quickly
and before the beat.



Variation 6

Variation 7

The outer sections of the sixth varlahon are to be played'i in Tradmonal Vlennese
waltz style

EE

This variation must be intense and gritty - play very Ioudly brmgmg out The
discords to the absolute maximum

Do not play too fast

Please observe the dynamic markings very carefully - the ‘subito planos are as
important as the very loud sections.

A slightly longer pause is appropriate before fhe penulhmafe variation (as marked)

Variation 8

This variation is breezy, swift and melodic

The articulation of supporting chords must be crisp and clear (though not loud)
The fortissimos-are intended to be more brilliant than especially loud

A constant pace and sense of mation are important

“ - Variation 9

The final variation is a coda - the initial slow harmonic bars gradually building up to
a final climax.

The deceleration into the final passage should be smooth and conhnuous (ie. slow
down the tempo in bars 655-658 from minim = 120 to minim = :'60 in order That the
pulse is already established at the start of bar 659).

This final passage (bars 659 onwards) should be played very very loudly and
assertively, and end without even the slightést diminuendo. ‘



Nine Beads on a Thread
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Play with minimal vibrato. Attack the repeated notes gently, but distinctly.

II. Slowly and calmly J = 50

Wy
72 N o N v
Ut

L Dol

155

61
- 0

}P<

e

D

>P<

e e B e oy g
o T D t< L<
& ¢ & vp & 11| N
0 L
Il TR i i 1N
s T ﬁﬁ-a_ i Jv |
B ISR R iy 1ing Uk U
/ ) w v ) i & 13 /m:
LI < v Mo [T
ey & vvn._ VP |
TSI o] o] u> v> >
ol [ |
! T N i iy o | T3
e € e Elne By B o e
e % 2 H 0 s A5 e F




T A TTNA
| thy I
[
\ 1N T ' 1l
1R P& & |l
| | \

O G d XY
o’ > 16 > 0 > o
_-M_ ...... S 1

[l
il Y o,
1 4ﬂm.. --a/,m.. 1R ; !
1 ---ax o o
' T 1LY
m«_ DI T ._c
I I |
TN 1|\
Ty & li & B
NL

&

T
I}
>

t n
1 { !
S’

= o

BT
Kt

fiz

73

12

P A >

(@I

B

1
=

v Jo
f

=

Y

r_=)




P

w e

&

A
—

y 4
y 4
~n
te
m

niente
LI7 ya

K

(75

O
e
[ % ]
m—-—
nien

nf
_/é.
-
nf
o

I
1
s

"=

1

>l
=
y X
=
o=

-

Y

[Ie &

P A Y

a1

Ney & ~Fe

L @ ]

ra—

i —

77

y X

K&
7 74
75

1o o

,/ W .,-T,/_ @ I @ TR m.A M- /«m, N -,Eww/ﬁ
R R AR
vvp evp & 2] & ﬁa_
4 | i4 bR ek £ LI
S -”..,ﬂ_ ...... N i my
Al 7] lli I .IM._ i e \
IR LR W dmE ImE e
R o N \ hGN i
N N alp SO MP 88
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